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> 2 OOD-NATURE tes Godly | ie 18 6 
T heavenly, that, the more we — ffeſſed of it, 
the nearer we approach the great Author of Na. = 
E ture: this, of all the 1 is that which 
= moſt finds its reward within itſelf,” and, at the 
ſame time, moſt endears us to ſociety, toning for almeſt 
every other deficiency: of all the beauties, this-attradts the 
moſt laſting admiration, gives the genes charm to every 
thing we fay or do, and renders us Amiable in every b 
and through every | ſage of life i 51} TS EY ANI CRONE 
*Good-nature is religion too, in the higheſt ineinttly ur X 
the term; becauſe it will not ſuffer ui to do by any ge 
| | _ we would not willingly have done to vitrſelves: "and, - 
3 though I am far from thinking, that all thoſe; ho- [ 
| not this happy diſpoſition of mind, are wicked, 1p this 1 
venture to affirmn, that theſe, ho are dann poſſeſſed of i. 
never can be ſo. 4 ide n KIET 3009 2373 
x It. a8, certainly, a Bend Klee Auposwten 0 be pleaſed wh 7 
2 giving pain; yet, how have 1 teen ſome people exult and 
"> Vol, I. B mugs 


» 7 


triumph in cheir power of doing it! And, the more diſquiet 


they are capable of ſpreading, the more conſiderable they 
* —— "Ridiculous infatuation pe ill-judgin 
Pri 


Does not a waſp, or even a common fl jo e 24 


about one's ears, inflict a temporary e Not = 
moſt infignificant reptile that the air or earth affords, but 

has the power of being vexatious to us for a while, and 3 is 

the rival of the ill-natured; who, by” being os * 
boaſt af a ſuperior reaſon. 4 | | 
Perſons of this temperament diffuſe a hows wherever 

they come: no ſooner they appear, than converſation is at 

- a ſtand, mirth is checked, and every one preſent ſeems to 
hape catched ſome ſhare of the infection; whereas, on the 
<olttcary, the ſight of one who is Known to have good na- 
ture, invigorates like the ſun, inſpires a chearfulneſs where 

it was before wanting, and heightens what it finds. 

In fact, there would be no ſuch thing as calamity in the 

| world, did every member of this great body behave with 
ö any tolerable degree of good - nature . humanity to others. 
| Good-nature is the cement of jove and friendſhip, the, band 
| of -focietyy che rich man's pleaſure, and the poor man's re- 
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: ſuge. Peace, harmony, and joy reign where it ſubſiſts, 
| — all is diſcord and confuſion where it is baniſhed.) | + _ 
| Falamon and Amafina were married almoſt too young 

tao know the duties of the ſtate they entered in; yet, both 

being extremely good-natured, 2 mutual defire of obliging 

| each, ther appeared in all their words and actions; and, 

| rhough, ' rf poi complaiſance was not owing to thoſe tender 

emotions which —— the heart wich a reſiſtleſa force, and 

4 bear the; name of love, yet were, thei eee ſo much the 
| ſame, as not to be, diſtinguiſned. LY 

| The - firſt-year of their marriag 3 them the happy 

oO pomp. apiheints ee — kindred. on 
8 oth fades ſeemed to vie witheach other, which ſhould gi ve 

the ; greateſt” teſtimonies of. their ſatisfaction. All Heir , 
friends congratulated this addition to their felicity; and, 


Jon a n es Joy's er 5 reigned. 
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_ PALAMON AND. AMASINA. 3x 
not only in their own family, but in all thoſe who had nay 
relation to, them. 08 
Admaſina, after he became a mother, 39 feel, by 
degrees, a greater warmth, of affection for him chat made her 
ſo; and, having no reaſon to doubt an qual regard 
him, — herfelf as happy as a woman — 
t there, were joys in love greater than the had — no- 
tion of before. | 
Quite otherwiſe was it with. Dalaman! the time was 
Row. indeed arrived, which taught him what it was to 
love.—The hopes, the fears, the anxieties, the impatiences, 
all the unnumbered cares, which are attributed to that 
aſſion, now took poſſeſſion of his heart; He pined, he 
but, alas! not for his wife. He had, unhap- 
ily, ſeen 2 young lady at an opera, who had charms 
or him, which he Lad never ſeen in the whole ſex beſore. 
As, he happened to fit in the ſame box with her, he had 
frequently an opportunity of ſpeaking to herz and, though 
only on ordinary ſubjects, every anſwer ſhe made to what 
he ſaid; ſeemed, to him, to diſcover 2 profuſion of wit, 


her. 


Fortune, favourable to his w iſhes, preſented her to him 
the next day, in one of the public — accompanied 
with a lady and gentleman, the latter of whom he had 
. 1 knowledge of. He joined company wich them; 


22 it was to the other lady that the gentle- 


emed moſt attached, he was at the greater liberty to 


— 2 thouſand gallant things to 228 who was now che 


object of his wiſhes. 

Belinda, who was in all reſpeQs one of he modern mo- 
diſh ladies, received the compliments he made her, in a 
manner; which convinced him his converſation was not 
diſagreeable to herz and, ſome mention happening to be 
made of a maſquerade that night, ſhe told him, that both 


the and her fair companion intended to be * nag were. 


| . going n habits for chat purpoſe. 
32 This 


and gave him the moſt longing deſire to be 3 with f 
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*4 
m —C— OO —— 


— —— © OR —ůů — — — — 
” 
- 


4 PALAMON AND AMASINA, 
This hint was not loſt- upon Palamon: He followed 


them at a diſtance; and, Gen the ladies had leſt the 


ſhop, he went in, under pretence of hiring a domine for 
himſelf; and, finding the woman behind the counter was 
no ranger to the Jadies, he eafily prevailed on her to let 
him know, not only what habits they had beſpoken, but alſo 


of what condition and character they were.—She informed 
him, that Belinda had a large fortune, and, her parents 


being dead, ſhe was under the care of guardians, though 
the did not ve with them, but had lodgings N in an 


ad) acent ſtreet, 
Palamon was tranſported at this intelligence, as it forms 


ed to promiſe him an eaſy acceſs to her acquaintance, and 


privilege of viſiting her; which, probably, in thoſe early 


days of his paſſion, was all he aimed at. His impatience, 


however, carried him very early to the maſquerade, that 


he might have an opportunity of examining every one 


that came in. He ſoon diſcovered her, and was not long 
in convincing her, that he was the gentleman who had 


made her ſo many compliments i in the morning; which 
greatly flattered her vanity. She liſtened attentively to the 
aſſurances he gave her of his paſſion, and frequently let 
fall ſome words, 'as if they eſca en her inadvertently, that 
might make him think ſhe would not be ungrateful, if he 
perſiſted in giving her teſtimonies of a conſtant flame. - 
Palamon was tranſported to find the offer he had made 


her of his heart ſo well received; and made ſo good uſe 


of the opportunity ſne gave him of entertainin dot. — 
whole time Lor the maſquerade, that he obtained her per- 


miſſion to attend her home, and, as it was then too . 


for them to continue their r n to vie may * 


next day 1 in the afternoon. 


Belinda, it is probable, had Indeed no other view in en- 
tertaining Palamon, and receiving his addreſſes, chan 
merely for the ſake of hearing herſelf praiſed, and giving 

in; as ſhe imagined, to others of her admirers, „e ke 


be frequently itted, Butz! how 2 2 ny 


8 
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deſerve. her. ill fortune. 
k aequ 
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ic to have too great an intimacy with a perſon of a diffezens 
lex, too mary, of a greater ſhare of diſcretion than Bel in- 
da, have experienced. — This unwary lady, in meditating; 
new arts to captivate. her lover, became inſnared. her- 
ſelf. - In, ſbort,.Palamon had as ample a gratification of 
his deſires, as his moſt {anguine, — could have preſented 


him an idea of. 


Amaſina, all this while, loſt greund i in his affeftion;— 
he every ny ſeemed leſs fair, and whatever ſhe-ſaid, or 
did, had in it a kind of aukwardueſs, which, before, he 
was far from diſcovering, in her; every thing was nous 
diſpleaſing in her; if endearing, * fondneſs was childiſh, 
and ſilly ; and, if x more reſerved, ſhe was ſullen and ill- na- 
tured. One moment he was out of humour, if ſhe ſpoke, 
and, he next, offended at her filence, He was continually 


| ſeeking ſame-pretence to find fault with the moſt juſtifiable: 


conduct that ever was, and even vexed, when he hat nothing 
in reality to condemn.Unhappy but certain conſequences. 


df anew. attachment! which, not content with the injury 


i does, alſo adds to it by ill humour, and a wiſh for — | 
occaſion to hate the obje& we no longer love. Os 
The poor lady could not | help obſerving this alteration 


| la. his ene but as ſhe was far from gueſſing the real 


motive, imputed it to ſome unlucky turn in his affairs, 
thou _ what nature ſhe could not imagine, having had 
4 — fortune ſettled on them at their marriage, beſides 


the; rexerſion of what his father ſhould. die polleſſel of, 


which nobody could take from him. 


For more than a whole year did ſhe combat * iu bu⸗ 
mour with ſweetneſs, gentleneſs, and the moſt obli ing be- 
haviour; and, though ſhe began to think herſelf loſt to 


bis affection, bore eren that afflicting reflection with the 


moſt ſubmiſſive patience, ſtill flattering herſelf, chat, if it 
were even ſo, — would one wp rele, that ſhe did not. 


4 
e was, however, a paſſog ſhe; was wholly, u uns 


with: many beau ful ladies frequently who 
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ted at her houſe, and ſhe had never ſeen the leaſt propen- 
fity in him to gallantry with any of them; ſo that ſhe ra- 
ther imagined a diſguſt to the whole ſex was growing o 
him, than any particular attachment to one. 

Thus did her innocence and unſuſpecting nevire deceive 
her, till one day a female friend more buſy than wiſe, open- 
ed her eyes to the true reaſon of her huſband's coldneſs. 
This lady, by means of a maid-ſervant ſhe had lately en- 
tertained, and who had lived with Belinda long enough to 
know the whole ſecret of her amour with Palamon, and 
was diſmiſſed on ſome diſlike, was made acquainted with 
all that paſſed between that guilty pair. —She learned; from 

- this unfaithful ercature,- that Belinda had been made à mo- 

ther by Palamon; and that the child was diſpoſed of to 
perſon who, for a preſent of fifty puineas, had taken the 

ſole charge of! it, ſo as it ſhould never ear es the diſ- 

l race of the unnatural parents. Not the moſt minute eir- 

| cumiſtance, relating to this affair, but was betrayed. by this 
wretch, partly in revenge for Crane) been diſcarded by 
her former Lady, and partly to gain the fa vour of the pre- 
fent, who, ſhe "cali pervervedy” Weed to Nee. news of 
this Kind. 25312 W. 914 

- ArdiGks Gd Gd have ervtbhls eben: a6 Kbedus, 
and have perſuaded her friend to regard it only as a *. 
of malice in the reporter; but the other was 3 in her 

aſſertion, and told her, that it 3 —— => 
ſuch a creature to dreſs up 4 fiction with ſo manly part 
lars, and ſuch a ſhow 15 ttuth.— . Befides ( 1 — 
if there were nöbitg in it, we might eaſily Hiprone all 
ſhe has faid, by going to the woman who has the care of 
the child, - and whoſe' name and place of abode ine has told 
me.” 

Compelled at laſt to nere her an but too cer 
tain, 2 while ſhe gave looſe to tea s and to comp] os yy. 
but her good eus, as well as good- nature, ſoon 
better of her guſt of paſſion; and, when her friend aſked 
ber, in what manner 1 wand a provecd, — 
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herſelf juſtice ? — + What can J do (replied this ehazming; 
wife) but endeavour to render myſelf more obliging, more- 
| pleaſant, and more engaging, if poſſible, than mx rival; 
and make Palamon ſee, he ean find nothing i in 
that is wanting | in me?” 
ay 9 heaven! cried the lady; can you n tuch an 
injury!“ — “ Ves, reſumed Amafina, ſtifling her {rghs as. 
much as ſhe was able, love is an involuntary paſſion”? — 
& And will you not upbraid him with his ——— and 
expoſe Belinda?” ſaid he. — “ Neither the one nor the 
other, anſwered Amaſina ecoldly; either of theſe methods 
would indeed render me unworthy of a return of his affec- 
tion; and J conjure and beſeect you, added ſhe, by all the 
friendſhip I flatter myſelf you ba ve for me, that you wilF 
never make the — mention of this affair do any one in 
the world. 
This deten was adenitiog to the perſon * was 
witneſs of it: however, ſhe. promied to be entirely ſilent, 
 fince it was requeſted with ſo much earneſtneſs; but, he 
little ue was capable of keeping her word, moſt of her 
aecquaintance could teftify, to whom not only the fault of 
Oe but the manner it which his wife recerred the 
account of it, was not three days a ſecret. 
Amaſina was no ſooner leſt alone, and at Iiberty to me- 
ditate more deeply on = . Par Joukes ſhe-had re- 
eeĩved, than ſhe began to fancy there was a poſſibili- 
ty of its being — ſuſpenſe, however, ſeemed mote 
uneaſy to her, than the confirmation could be, and ſfie re- 
ſolved to bs more fully convinced of the mint if there WAS 
any means of being ſo. 
Accordingly, ſhe made an. old woman, who had been 
her nurſe in her infancy, and whoſe fidelity and diſcretion 
the could depend upon, her confidante in this affair; and 
It ptr yr —.— them, that a ſpy ſhould be em- 
Ployed to follow Palamon at a diftance wherever he went, 
and alſo to make a private inquiry into the-behaviour; and 
Nun of Belinda, amongſt thoſe who lived near her. 
; 5 4 8 A very 
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A very little ſearch ſerved to unravel the myſtery, and 
corraoborate all Amaſina had heard concerning it. —The 
emiſſary ſoon learned, that Palamon daily viſited this en- 


Sroſſer of his heart; that they were often ſeen to go out 
together in a hackney- coach in the evenings, and that the 


lady rarely retur ned before morning; that ſhe had been 


. obſerved, ſome months paſt, to be more groſs than uſual, - 


_ _- and had affected to wear a looſe dreſs; that ſhe had been 
. abſent from her lodgings three or — days, came home 


very much indiſpoſed, and kept her bed for more than. a 
week, yet had — phyiician nor apothecary to attend 


ber; and, on the whole, it was believed by every body, 


that ſhe. had been, during that time, delivered "* a. child. 
The unhappy wife of Palamon, now as much aſſured of 
his perfidy, as ſhe could be without ocular demonſtration, 
determined to bear it with as much patience, as ſhe was 
able; which was indeed ſafticient to render her behaviour 
ſuch, as made him certain in his own mind, that ſhe had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the wrong he did her; — alſo 


- _ . competled-him very often to accuſe himſelf for being 

of what he-eould-not-anfwer to Vis reaſon, — — had 

not xeſolution enough to abandon Belinda, notwithſtanding 
tze levity of her conduct diſgoverel. the difference between 


A miſtreſs and a wife, 
Whenever Adiabos reflected on this — in Bm huſ- 


| bang, as ſhe; had little elfe in her mind, there was no 


. part in the adventure appeared more ſttange to herz than 
that a lady, born and educated in the manner ſhe knew 
Belinda was, and who had ſo far yielded to the temptations 
of her —— as to throw off all modeſty and honour. for 


e gratiß cation of it, ſhould have ſo little regard for ber 


innocent child, as to abandon it to miſeries ſhe/ knew not 
of what kind. This was a barbarity, ſhe thought, ex- 
. rceeded the crime'ta which it owed its birth, and ſne more 
headily ſotgave the 1 ah done: to herſelf, than chat to the 
. 97 ¹ë up (344 e S 
497 wha:'7 453045 LULL * l 
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The more ſhe reſſected, the more ſhe was aſtoniſhed, that 
2 woman ſhould act ſo contrary to nature; and, by osten 
pictuting to herſelf the woes, to which this poor deſerted 
child might be probabl expoſed, became at length ſo fliſ⸗ 
folved- 105 ſoft J to form a tefolution; Wen 
few befides herſelf were capable of. 
She had been informed, by her olficious fichd;/ both of | 
the name and- habitation of thy woman with whom this poor 
little -creature- had been left; and, without making any 
perfor! privy to her deſign, muffled herſelf up in her capu- 
chin; and went in an -hackney-chair to her houſe, The 
woman received her with a great deal of reſpe& and kind- 
neſs, imagining ſhe was come onthe ſame buſineſs as Be- 
linda and many others, who love che erime, but hate the 
ame of being detect in it, had done. She was imme- 
diately conducted into a private room, and told, that ſhe 
might be free in communicating any thing to her, for ſhe 
was a perſon who had been intruſted by thoſe who would 
not be thought guilty of a falſe ſtep. for the world, - 
The virtuous Amaſina 'bluſhed at being ſuſpected by this. 
woman to be guilty of an act, her ſoul ſhuddered at the 
thoughts another could commit, and ſoon put an end to the 
harangues ſhe was making on her own care, ſkill, and 
fidelity: 4 T come not, 0d the wife of Palamon, on the 
buſineſs you ſeem to think, yet which no leſs requires your” 
ſecrecy; — I have no unbapy py infant to leave with you, 
but am come to eaſe 58 of one you have lately taken n 
G 7+" 
The 11510 looked very much {urpriſed to hear her 
ſpeak in this manner, and knew not well what anfwer to 
make; but Amaſina put an end to her ſuſpence, by telling 
her, that ſne was in the ſecret” of a lady, who was deli- 
| voted of a child at her houſe ſueh a time (which ſhe men- 
tioned exactly to her) and who had given fifty guineas to 
be eaſed for ever of the trouble of it. — . I am, ſaid Ama - 
ſina, a near relation of that gentleman to * the lit- 


tle wreteh owes its being, and who cannot conſent, that 
E877 2 any 


2 "4 


you will let me fee it, that 
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any thing which does ſo, though begot in an unwarrant- 

able way, ſhould be deſerted and expoſed in the manner 

ſuch children often are; —1 1 herefore deſire, that, if alive, 
may provi for it in a dif- 


ferent. way, than it can 3 ene 
poor pirtance leſt by the mother. at" 


The woman then began to erpatiate on the impoſibility 
of her taking the care ſhe could with to do with Children 


left her en, theſe terms; but that heaven knew ſhe did 


all e eould, and often laid out more than ſhe received, — 
She aſſured ber that the child ſhe inquired afier was alive 
and à fine boy, and that he was with a perſon who indeed 
mafed. for the paziſh, but was neee, and 
did. her duty. 

be - 1 may be, aaplied n but I muſt ave FO 
removed; and, if you gan provide another, who can be, 
depended on, 1 have orders' 4 the father to fatisfy you 
for your trouble, in a more ample manner than you. can 
defire: - in the mean time, continued ſhe, putting five 
guineas into her hand, take this as an earneſt, and let the 
child be brought here tomorrow about this time, by a 
new nurſe, whom vou can e ed, and 1 will give 
you a meeting.“ 


A great 1 diſcourſe. p aſſed between Son oo this 


| affair; 3 on the concluſion of ich the woman agreed to 


do whatever ſhe deſired of ber; and was, doubtleſs, no leſs 
rejoiced at the offer made her by this unknown lady, chan 
ſhe herſelf was, that by this means ſhe ſhould * — from 


miſery an innocent creature, whom, though ſhe had not 


ſeen, ſhe felt A. kind, aß mam edlen for, 25 dag 
Palamon's. 15 


Ibe next — | this Sales puuenn of ie Mo and. 
conjugal love . with her every thing proper for a child 


d wear, whom ſhe was determined to make her own. by: 


adoption; and no ſooner ſaw. hin in his new nurſe's arms, 
than ſhe took him, embraced and k iſſed him with a — 4 


neſs. little leſs than matexnaltz and, having agreed. upon 


Y # = 
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terms for him, cauſed him to be dreſſed, in her preſence, in 
the rich cloaths ſhe had brought for him; — every 


thing being ſettled highly to the ſatisfaQion of all Art 


returned home, ou eee mind 
which no words are able to expreſs, 


Nor r acuity: 
* — — the hed din, + the more 
pleaſure. i the felt in it. She never let a week paſs over, 

without going to ſee} her charge, and how the perſon i in- 


pr pho 7 — Had he been in l her 


wn, and heir of the greateſt poſſeſſions, her diligence in 


looking aſter the Pup u LININE Welder 
greater, 11 


Palamon all wis white -perfiſted b e w | 
Belinda, though her ill conduct gave him frequent occa- 
fions — with her, and they were ſevergltimes | 


on the point of ſeeing each other no mote, | Theit long 
intimacy, however, gave ſufficient room for cenſure z* and 
thoſe, who were informed of their more guilty meetings in 


private, ſpoke with ſo nale reſerve on the crealion, that it 
became a public talk. "1 


Palamon' s father, n a okay of great ſobriety, 
and to whom the virtues of Amafina had rendered her ex- 


tremely dear, chid his fon in the ſeyereft manner; and, on 


his denying what he was accuſed of, and throwing out ſome 
inſinuations, as if he imagined his wife had uttered ſome 

complaints againft him, No, faid the old gentleman, 
| ſhe bears the wrongs you do her with tov much patience, 
and either ſees not, or pretends not to ſee, what is obvious 
to the whole world beſides.” He then ran into many eneo- 
miums on the ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition; that —— 
her complaiſance were owing either to an unſuſpectin 


ture, or to her prudence in aiming to regain E. lov by 


ſuch ways as were molt likely to L either of th 


dualities ought not to loſe their merit with 2 man of un- 


1 ; 90 71 Wr 2970 um "oy * make — 


. 
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| aſhamed, as often as 


reſumed his wiſe, 4 Your 
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you reflect, that you have acted ſo 
as to oblige her to —.— her love and — to forgive. 

Theſe kind of [diſcourſes did not loſt all their effect on 
Palamonz and-it is hi ghly probable, that, in maturely ba- 
lancing the ſolid merits, of the wife, againſt the light and 
trifling allurements of the miſtreſa, he would in time have 
—2 himſelf to do juſtioe to tbe one, and entirely cea- 
ſed; to have any regard for the other; but the virtues ef 
Amaſina . already ſuſtained a ſufficient trial, and hea» 
ven thought fit to — them, when ſhe, ſo long 1 
to ſulſering, leaſt, expected a relief. 

By aceuſtoming berſelf to perform dhe duties of 2 mo- 
ther to the child of Belinda, ſhe grew really to love him 
as ſuchz and what, at firſt, was only pity, converted by 
2 into aà tender affection.— When Palamon was 

ſhe would often cauſe! him to be brought to - her, 

— uding for her on at the ſame time, diverted ber- 


ä fas with — grimaces which the two infants would make 
at each other, She was one day employed in this manner, 
when Palamon unex 


pectedly returned, and came directly 
into the room where they were. Whatever indifference he 


had for bis wife, he had always ſhewn the greateſt tender- 
neſs: to her ſon; and he now took him up into his arms 


and kiſſed him, as was his cuſtom to do. —— 
little one (ſaid Amaſina, „ſmiling) who alſo claims ſome 


ion of your kindneſs, and at the ſame time preſented 
elinda's child to him. By what right, Madam? re- 
plitd Palamon in the ſame. g gay tone: — As he is mine, 
8! eried he. Ves (anſwered 


the) he is nune by. 78; ; and I muſt have you look 


upon him as your's likewiſe,” | My complaiſance for you 
may carry me great lengths, 


ſaid — but, as I know, you 

do nothing without being able to give a reaſon, I ſhould be 

glad to learn the motive of ſo extraordinary a requeſt,” 
One of the children beginning to cry a little, Amaſina 


| ordered the nurſes — boch into another room; 


8nd, finding Palamon in an exceeding good humour, was 
puſhed 
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puſhed on, by an irrefiſtible impulſe, to e N 


the following manner: 4 $56 


The infant you e ſerious tune 


than before, and whom J have, in reality, taken under my 
Care, owes its being to two perſons of condition z hut, 
bring legal begotten, the care of reputation prevailediover 
; and this 3nnocent produce of an inconſiderate pal- 
fil. 1 fond, abandoned, a wretched caſt- away, either to 
periſh, or, ſurviving, ſurvive but to miſeries much: worſe 


than death. The thought was ſhocking: to me, and I re- 


ſol ved to ſnatch him from the threatened woes, and pre- 
vide for him out of my private purſe, in in ſuch n is 


| pray eager ane ro IPASY, * 


An action truly charitable," ſaid. at line 
3.5 but this: is not: the reaſon I. expetteds ſince 

by the ſame rule your pity might be extended w himdreds, 
whom, doubtleſs, you may find expoſed in the like manner. 
25 muſt, — be — plea more forcible 'thap mere 
mpaſſion chat attaches you 'partieularly to this child. 


3 who had foreſeen what anſwer her huſband | 


awbuld.make;! was, all va while he was ſpeaking, debating 
within; herſelf, whether it would be beſt ſar her to evade, 
or to confeſs the truth of this affair; and, not being able 
to determine as yet, appeared no leſs confuſed and diſorder- 
ed than ſhe would have been, if about to make an acknow- 
ledgement for ſome great oſſence: At laſt, 4 4 plea there 
8, indeed, ſaid ſhe, | but ; here her voice and c 
failed her, and ſhe was * W to n tim be 
datinfadtion he aſked. Nac 

Palamon was 1 beyond 8 nat 
2 what to think of a. behaviour ſo new, and which 


ſeemed to denote ſhe laboured with ſome; ſecret of great im- 


Pportance, he looked ftedfaſtly on her for ſome minutes 
and perceiving that ſhe changed colour, and had her eyes 


fixed on the earth, grew quite impatient ſor che certainty 
of what, as he has fince — then began to ſu x 


. and ericd out, What pleat. whiat Oy ow 


yſtery, 
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A myſtery, rep lied ſhe, which I had much rather you 
ſhould gueſs at than oblige me to unravel. Oh Pala- 
mn! continued ſhe, alter a pauſe, is there no inſtin& in 
nature that can inform you, ou, my affection for the father 
makes his offspring, of whomſdever born; dear to me? 


 -I-caanct hate Belinda ſo much as 1 love Palamon; and, 
while I am performin 


2 - offices of a mother to this 
— rae vor hip: et ru rae 
Tome to him as vors. 

„ The reader's own- 1 on muſt bere ſupply the 
-place of deſeription. — ir is for any Words to 
Five a juſt idea of what a huſband, circumftanced like Pa- 
lamon, muſt feel ! — To have bis fault thus palpably 
— nown- to ber, whom be moſt defired ſhould: be ig- 


worant ef it,. to receive the higheſt obligations where 


he tould have expected only reſentmment; — and to hear 


me detection of what he had done diſcovered to- him by 


perſon, in ſuch a manner, as if herſelf, not he, 
had been the'criminal,——ſo hurried bis thoughts, between 
remorſe, aſtoniſhment, and ſhame, as left him not the pow- 


ef making the leaſt reply to what the ſaid: He 


xcalked ſeveral turns about the room with a diſordered mo- 


won, endeavouring to recover a preſence of mind, which 


med ſo: on this occafion, but in vain at laſt 


throwing hinaſelf into an wo chair, juſt oppoſite to that 


in which his wife was fitting, « Gool God! cried-he, am 
A awake! —— Can it be poll there 4s eee 


the world!“ 


The fweettempered Amaſins could net les him is theſe 
mgitations without concern, which made her alnoft repent 


her having occaſioned them : —— She ran haftily to him, 


and, throwing ber 4riis about his neck, My dear, dear 
Palamon, faid the, let it not tri oubls you that T ans Tam in 
poſſemon of a * Which 1 ſought after, nor, 


| when in a munner forced upon me, ever divulged to any 


petſon ia che word. Confider me as 1 83 
ys. ST of yourſelf, and you will then be affiil- 


red 


A rein dee his 9 
am, i e ve; deſerved 
Es: of your Jo . my ſoul overflows. 
with gratitude ber <a how. can I atone for wy 


aft crime 2” — no more, interrupted. 
* ſhe,. ee er Wes xy af cn 
denies me the 0 Wholly.“ * 

To theſe Wont words he anſwered only „ 


ſentepees, but ſuch as, more teſtified what ſhe withed find 
in him towards her, than the moſt eloquent I 


have done. She. was now 1 that the victory 
had. gained over him. was perfect and I 
have known a tranſport without alloy, but for che tender 


ain ve her to find ſo much ditticul * uading , 
$24 i — himſelf. * 2 


"dn he was defirous ſhe ſhould have nothing, for the 45 
ture, to apprehend from Belinda, he immediately wiote a f 
letter to that lady; wherein he acquainted her, that, ſen- 
fible of the injury he had done the beft of wives and women, 
he was determined to purſue no pleaſures in-which-fhie dd 
not participate. He repreſented to her the ſhame and folly 


of carrying on an intrigus of the nature their's had been, 74 
the moſt pathetic terms 5 and adviſed her to think of 


fo as to gain her that reputation in the world, which +4 
was obliged to confefs, he had contribute] w mak 
loſe; ; aſſured her, that the reſolution he had now made 
ſeeing her no more, was not to be ſhaken by any arguments 

in her power to make uſe of; therefore, — ſhe would | 


endeavour to follow his example, and forget * chat bad | 


Thoug h he defired no "ds Ras 04-4 ons, allen 
wi the moſt en ee erde 


{0m 


9 


. 


9” 


23; 
- 


of 


» AVN rei 
wth _ Contemptiions reflections on his wife. The 


Frſt he was ünmoyed at; but the other totally deſtroyed 
all the femains or er and dönfidetation he had for her. 
He tore the letter into a thoufand pieces, and, to ſheww / 
this injurious lady the contempt” PT reſentment with 
which be had treated what The ſaid, githered up the ſcatter- 
ed fragments, and ſent them back to her nd ſealed 
cover, but without writing a worde. x 
Thus ended his amour with” Belinda; but the happy 
Amaſina enjoyed the recompence of her virtue in the con- 
titued tenderneſs of a uſband, who never could hive loved 
her half ſo, well, had he not loved elſewhere, becauſe he 
525 could have back an opportunity of being ſo well ae. 
. th 2 virtues in her, which were the ground 
ions. | (37% 0 IH" £6 4 fy 'T F! r 
e pe on fire kad fhevwn: for the cli of Belinda 
whit not ns Neger ſtart of gopdnefs; ſhe verfiſted 1 in che 
moſt tender care of him, had him educated in the fame man- 
ner with her own, and, to alleviate the misfortune of his 


birth, engaged Palamon to ſet apart a conſiderable fum of 


money, in order to put | kim into a genteel and . 


n: oi 
þaltnels, % f 
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N ER B+ is __ pebwlaierey' in homay happineſs; 

1 and fortune ſometimes indulges men with her moſt 
bade fmiles; only to make them the more ſenfible of 
her ſevereſt frowns: for ſhe ſhines upon ſome heads, as 
che ſun Mines upon che inhabitants of the frigid zone, N 5 
enjoy all its luflre for a few months, WE are obſcured in 
datkneſs the remainder of the year. 

Fortius had a competent amis! tate; but had fe. 
veral children; and therefore devoted many of his years — 
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| the employment of a graziet, in one of the weſtern coun” 
ties. He had great 8 and experience in his bu- 
fineſs; his induſtry was extraordinary; his integrity re- 
markahle; and his dealings ſo extenſive, that, when he 
was about forty-five years of age, he found he had ac- 
quired money ſufficient to relinquiſh buſineſs, and to make 
Handſoma proviſions for all the younger children of his 
famil * 
4 His wiſe unfortunately died in child-bed of her laſt boy, 
who was now u 3 years old. He had three 
ſons, and four daughters; with whom he thought to _ 
himſelf happy, by ſpending the remainder of his days 
pleaſant retirement from che tail of buſineſa, and t —. 
plexities of the world, of which he: had — ſufficient to 
convince him, that true happineſs is an enemy to pomp 
and noiſe, chat it loves the — of groves and toun- 
i tains, and delights to rove in the field and meadows,” where 
the mind is left open to itſelf, or the ſoul left for impro we- 


ment in the converſation 7 a few ſelected 2 
He choſe his place of reſidence within a mile of a large 


market · towu, in a very bandſdme houſe, fitusted on * | 


banks of a; beautiful e riyer, on an eminence, that 
' afforded a ds greeable proſpe& of hills, vallies; lawns, 
and woods, He planted a large orchard of apples, reared 
à hop plantation, and incloſed'a beautiful flower garden, 
Where he found all the pleaſures of rural feli cit. 
4 . The hap nb of Boos ſeemed to have reached its eom- 
. pletion; he lived with gene gentility; and was more to- 
| — for hoſpitality than grandeur: but he had reached 


the ſummit of the e hill by. —— pleaſant path, and 
. was now. to deſcend by a road obſtructed with weeds, His 


. ſecond ſon, - and three of his daughters, were ſeized. with 
the A and died ſoon after one another; which 
gave him great inquietude. However, this. loſs was alle- 
viated by the good qualitieg of his eldeſt ſon, whom. he had 
put apprentice to an eminent ſuxgeon, and whoſe ſervitude 
. 1 2 hahe was under ſome concern _ 
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the 8 his youngeſt ſon, who had all the appear- 


ance of a r . ruſtie, on de the pe * 
-coult] make little impreſſion. 


The eldeſt ſon — un . was two am] 
twenty when he came ont of his time, and had made a great 
proficiency in his profeſſion, which his father was deſirous 
of improving; by — to walk the hoſpitals in Lon- 
don. He was a genteel, handſome, ib your gen- 
tleman; of nobleſemiments,/and pleaſing vivacky; to that, 
fooh after he had been in 1 his company was much 
coveted by ſeveral' young gentlemen of ſimilar age and for - 
tune. He conſtantly attended the hoſpitals, and received 
! remittandes from his father, — oorreſpondend 
Wich him more like a. friend chan a parent, and entertained 
the higheſt hopes of future H zppineſe in his ehild: but 
-theſe hopes were vuin; aud ſerve only to ſhew us how lia- 
die we. re to be deceived, Amn ings 
us any prejudice. % n ange 2 
unymtor contracted ah aegusintanee with Phalanger, 
e Was a neat relation to dne of the friends of Fortius, 
468d a wealthy tradefaan; but of a mean ſpirit, and fordid 
N forid of gaming, 1 1 | 
— und nana addicted rey drinking 
— afc over or, wile aye 1 to 
22 4 ents in — no board with him at 
b 1.5 Weſtamſteryj which was of immediate preju- 


— as it prevented him from attending the hoſ- 
2 . — y as uſual, und introduced him 26 cont- | 
bas 
bike of 


very improper: for him do affociate with. 
-Phalanger advantage of the youth and iottpert- 
— cartied — Tim to every tavern he frequent - 


ed, either for buſineſs or pleaſure; ſometimes among ſharp- 
eri, and at ochers among whores; where be loſt da ſperit 
ſeveral conſideruble _—_ money, wich which he was 
alanger; who took eare to get back 
. by winni ie at night. At laſt, 
gen uf c & ſaſhions, viees, ad 
follies 


tel day; 


-Avyator was ſo m 
nd . 
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follies of the town, that he neglected writing to bis father, 
and entirely leſt off viſiting the Hoſpitals, or attend- 
ing che lectures of doctor Hunter, the moft ſcufd anato- 
miſtof the age. The facher for ſoine time imagirleck, that 
à eloſe a ation! to bufineſs prevented his fon” from writ- 
ing to him as formerly: but his patience was at laſt echau- 
ſted, and he began to complain at this behaviour; though 
Phalanger took care to intercept theſe letters, and conceal 
them from Amyntor, who wrote to his father for a 
and began to complain on his fide, thathe way nor fup 
as ufual; which occafioned grent un neſs\in the 
who defired bis friend to writ to baldoger, and defies 
im to ſend the beſt intelligence about Amyntorrrt 
This friend of Fortius; whole nate was Ruftiels, kad 
« great fortune, and was 4 A batckelor;. which made Piatan- 
ger imagine he would leave him a confiderable art off hiv 
eſtate at his death, am this made him extremly ch.. 


of ging kim the leaſt offence, Ruſticus wrötk thy lifts 


concerning Amyntor, and Phalz began ro ot 
hie a ORE wont be foon diſcbvered to is fath 
wich ljaduced him to. Merle: 1 ſchelnte, 


1 de had be 
b er. in as 7 EE 


wo "2s kn / of AGING the 
aa taken great notice — „ 461d few bim 37 
il in his power? b . ee wid e 


offtib, that be 2 ee he"woold pl 
bal company, ani involve hitn{df in 
ties: on which account, he had invited fie to N 5 | i 
his hotufe; that he mi t 
rep His notice, and Are che moſt ſeaſonable "Who 
e 2 
This inte llt 15500 was” immediately comtithaſented” 22 
Ruſticus to his ftĩend Fortius, WHO Was 8 
and wrote a v afeQionre | leuet th bid un, Wick 
inteteepted b ger as wiftth); © Thll erapersen th 


Shit ta write in an authoritative and angry manner z 


SE | 


mim che mote” iniclfately 


any thing that might be ſaid to his prejudice. ,. 
=P n Phalangex wrote a long letter to 
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which letter Ph my 
aſtoniſhed at what he read, and began to reflect on his diſ- 


alanger delivered to Amyntor, who was 


obedience and miſconduct. But Phalanger had his own: 


point in vie z; becauſe lie had lately quarrelled with Amyn- 
tor, and imagined he would himſelf lay open his own. be- 


haviour,. and how far he had been impoſed upon by the pre · 
tended . friendſhip of Phalanger; who therefore thought it 
neceſſary for him to tax Amyntor firſt, to prepoſſeſs his fa- 
ther againſt him, and make him the more readily believe 


to Fortius,, 


Acquainting him that his fon had been guilty of the greateſt 


extravagances, by frequenting the company of lewd wor: 


fem Phalanger,, and, de- 


on | 
had been betrayed by Phalanger; whom he immediately 
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Kod indebted to him, or rather for the money of which 
Phalan er had defrauded him. 

Amyntor had no friend to releaſe him out of eee, 
aud wrote a very pathetic letter to his father, wherein he 

ingenuouſly repreſented — — of his circumftances, 

and how he had been ĩimpoſ wh bore artifices of Phatan: 
ger: but Phalanger * N on ject of removing 
the leaſt aſperfion that might be laid upon 2 charaQ& by 
writing to Ruſticus, and proteſting the he had 2 
Amyntor's condu&t; arcfully hinting at other indiſcretion- 
ary acts, which, out of | tenderneſs,” he would willingly 


conceal; andilledging, that his only motive for arreſting | 


him was to make him ſenſible of his folly. ' Rufticus en- 
| tertained too good an opinion of his relation, and Fortius 


conceived. too bad an idea of his ſon: chey conſited whatt 
was to be done upon the occaſion, when it was agreed, 
that Amyntor had contrated too many vices to render 
himſelf agreeable in the country; and that it would be the 


moſt eligible ſtep to ſend him to ſea; ' Fortins imuhibdliately 
wrote to his ſon, and aſſured him, that he miſt Eicher go 
to ſea,” or priſon 3 but that if he choſe the former, he ei 
take care to get him appointed a ſurgeonꝰs mate on board a man 
of war, to diſcharge his debts, and give him a ſum of mo- 
ney ſufficient to make a genteel appearance in his employ- 
ment Amyntor, without any heſitation, returned an an- 
{wer to his father, exprefimg the great anxiety he felt at 
incurring his diſpleaſure; but proteſted that what Phalan- 
ger had aſſerted was falſe and malicious, which time would 
diſcover; and declaring that he would readily bert Hes, 155 
offer chat was made him of going to ſea, - 


Fortius directly orderei the debt to beds ed, at 


ſoon got Amyntor the rank of futgeon's-mate” off board a 
der 1 ſhip; wiſhed his welfare, and admonithed him 
to quit his follies: while Phalanger was thought a very ho- 


neſt man in the country, and ſecret] Jonny up ſtrove,” all that hy 


in his power, to blaft thi reputation of r im town, 

Labouring under this unhappineſs; the nr» myntor would 

ſeveral tunes have put an end to his miſerable life; — 
0 
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collected his. ſpirits with the haperf inmedine reeng e on 
his 2 enemy, and of a futuxe vindication * his 


Tanger, defiring bim te meet him at particular places : 1 
Phalanger diſregarded every, thing he did; and — 
ined to gratify bis revenge, came into the tavern 
where. Phalanger ſpent the evening among a numerous club 
of h is acquaintance, went into the room, expaſed all his 
villainy, and demanded inſtant ſatisfaction. Moſt of the 
company knew. Amyntor, and were extremely concerned | at 
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what he had.reported;; which Phalanger attempted to deny 
ut. was afraid 46 enter. into parriculars, becauſe he kuew 


Joe perſons were in compaq) that were acquainted with 


ſome of the er he had made uſe of to injure Amyntar; 
who, inſiſting upon ſatisfaRtion, 1 agreed to,g0 
with him behind Montague-Houle, on condition. that each 
ofthem were accompanied, hy uo. of.their friends. They 
accordingly. quitted the tavern ; but 8 expreſſed 
great marks of fear eder way: to the place appointed; 
and,; when they arrived mere, he refuſed to draꝶ his ſword, 
on which Amyntor made him A tied the diſcipline of his 
cane, and zed him to all his acquaintance with the 
| reproach of an infamous ſcoundrel and War. 
This was little ſatisfaction to the injured Amyntor ho 
thought that nothing leſs. chan che life, of his enemy would 
atone. for the injury he had commuted; and Phalanger 
1 . of. proſecuting him for the afljult,agd batte. 
We ter was; ondered-on. bord, and the-ſhip failed - 
ae harder 1 55 dis good behgviour 0g promated 70 
to the rank of chief ſurgegn of forty-gun ſhip. As he 
was 0ne:day.in;a twern at Kingitan, he had the —2 
neſs. of meeting with one of his moſt particular friends, 
who: had been, in he Weſt-ladies ela ha gary between 
bim and „ renaip and. who was ſo entirely privy to all 


Sat dat, if the. had been in the Way, 
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prized at 3 12 K of 2 CH bad — An told Amyte 
tor he was returning to England, — ſhould not be at 
eace till he had convinced his father of his innocence. 
He ſoon after ſet ſail; and, on his arrival in Eng gland, | 
went re eg to Fortius; to whom be gave — moſt 
convincing proofs of the baſeneſs of Phalanger, related the 
many ſtratagems he had uſed to make an advantage of 
Amyntor, and thoroughly ſatisfied the father of the injury 
done to his ſon... 
Fortius was moſt. agrecably pleaſed with this intelli · 
N on he had time to reflect to 5 dangers he had expo · 
ed, Amyntor, whoſe diſobedienoe began to leſſen in his 
mind, as his abſenes was. continued by. his diſtance... All, 
the fondneſs of the father returned to his heart; he wrote a 
letter full of love and tenderneſs: 0 His ſon, deſiring bis 
immediate return to England; and promiſing. bim the 
half of his fortune. He grew very uncaſy and impatient. 
to ſee Amyntor, who received this letter while he was at 
Port · Royal, where he was taken ill the next day of a-vio» 
lent, fever which put an end 30 his life, The father Was 
ſoon informed of bly death, which threw: him into the utmoſt 
grief imaginable; he hecame loſt da himſelf, to bis friends, 
and to his — bis pleaſant retirement began to ſeem @ 
loathſome priſon : he lingered out a feu months, and then 4 
died, with Pete worde, Oh! Amymor, Ifolor cheat“ 
Thus, by the villainy of Phalanger, an amiable young 
gentleman loſt his life in an intemperate climate; a worthy , 
old gentleman; bin s ſent to his grave. perhaps much. earlier 
than ff this affair had never happened; and a plentiful eſtate is 
come intoche hands of the younger brother, whoſe xuſtidity | 
ista diſgrace to his: 4 while the infamous Phalanger, 
happy in the appearance of the world by his — we 
dard ne the WN me : THE 
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* HAMET AND. SOPHON1SB. A. 


. 
"HANET: AND SOPHONISBA. 


HE N Sultan Thrahinn led his enen amy 

along the banks of the rapid river Tigris, the great 
men of the adjacent eountry flocked to his camp with their 
wives and daughters, Uther to ee his coury or to en- 
liven his pleaſures. 

Among the reſt Abeg, one of the defoenitants of Mohan 
well came with a numerous retinue of ſervants and concu- 
bines, and made an offer both of his ſervices and poſſeſſions, 
to àa monarch, who, he knew, had it in his power to com- 

pel him to implicit "ſubmiſſion. Among the female ſlaves 

of chis prince was one of peculiar Wut whoſe name 

was oped born and bred a rigid chriſtian, and 
formed, by priaeiple, le, to deteſt an unbelieving maſter. 
Abeg had frequently tried to bend her fixed piety and 
her reſolute virtue to his will, but without engt. Not 
only her belief, but even her paſſions, were averſe to bis 
defires; for her heart had long been given to another. 
The perſon happy in her aſſections, though long OY 
 cuted by fortune, was the ſon of a chriſtian general, WhO 
had taken up arms againſt the Turkiſh invaders, and who 
died in the defence of his religion and his country, This 
youth had taken refuge in Sophoniſba's: palace, after ke 
conqueſt of his native place, — only left it when the ene · 
my 0 ſo: hearly approached, as to lay all in ruins, and 
carry off e * wich her anendants into hopelels' 
captivit ). 

The fate of Y unhappy woman may be eaſily: con- 

ceived. Torn from her native home, a wretched ſurvivor 
ol her friends and family fallen in battle, carried five hun- 
dred miles from her own country, to that of an imperious 
lords confined to a ſeraglio among a number of women, 
| either from nature or education, to entertain or 
amuſe her, and ftill more ſubje& to the daily addreſſes of 
a man ſhe had learned to deteſt and deſpiſe, Such, I ſay, 


Wa 
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was e fituation when ſhe was preſented to the ſultan, 
who had been conqueror of the Eaſt, and who had been Y 
but little uſed to find-refiftance in female beau. 
Her beauty, her modeſty, even her diſtreſs, had chacrys | 1 
for this voluptuous monarch; rejecting the numerous of- 
fers from the reſt of his ſubj jedts, he fixed only upon her, 
and demanded her from 1 maſter with the moſt earneſt 
entreaties. Abeg, though he had himſelf long entertained 
a fruitleſs paſſion for his Texutifol captive, yet now reſolv- 
ed to ſaeriſice his love to his ambition; he ordered her to | 
be conducted to the ſultan's ſeraglio, esd with all | 
thoſe, elegant additions of dreſs, wich which the Afiatics £ 
are ſkilled in ſetting off female charms. .. | 
Upon her 1 the houſe of Abeg, her former com- 9 
N bo had heard of her preſent, promotion, and .=- 
Who conſidered her ſituation as the, utmoſt pinnacle of a | | 
woman's happineſs, offered her their ſubmiſſions and re- 
ſpe&ts. She alone, however, no way touched with the 
(oppoſed honour intended her, but rather dreading the im- 
petnous temper of her new lord, went filently forward with 
2 melancholy though reſolute air, ſtedfaſtly determined not 
to ſurvive her honour, or en life when ſhe could no 
longer live to virtue. 
Ibrahim was in his uſual manner ae to entertain 
f her, as a lady from whom he expected an eaſy compliance, 
| when he found himſelf mortified by a determined refuſal. 
He repeated his ſollicitations without effect; even his com- 

— were received with contempt and ſcorn. A month 
elapſed in vain courtſhip and unavailing aſſiduity, when 
the —.— was at laſt reſobred to uſe 1 fince PPAR 
elſe could ſerve him, 3% } Fizz? 

There was a young man, 2 | flaye, in his train, on 
whom he had placed much confidence, and he was ap- 
pointed to deliver the tyrant's harſh commands: for it 
ſeems, the ſavage cuſtom, of being attended by eunuchs, 
had not been as yet admitted into the Ottoman court. This 
youth had ſome time before been taken priſoner in an en- 
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gagement, and from his great" {kill in every feience, and 
„All the arts of war, Was choſen as che favourite of the” bar- 


barous ſultan. *The/youngman' approached the lady's'reht 

to deliver his meſſage; but judge his amazement, When, 

In her, he found the miſtreſs of his affections; for it was he 

N "who! nad hiade the earlieſt impreſſion on her heart. 

Aſter che ſurpriſe und tranſports of a firſt inderview, 
N cöntinued for a While in "ſtent diſtreſs, at the pecu- 
liar unhappineſs of each other's ſituation; but the conſul- 
tation for their mutual ſafety ſoon ſuceeeding Hamet, (for 
ſo was the youth rated) entreated his miſtreſs to ſeem to 

ſhew a compliance with the fultan's wilt, _ leave che 
reſt to his own addreſs and direction. 

It may be'eafily ſuppoſed, that Ibrahim add a tranſports 
"at the fr ourdble — brought him from his 
captive, and appbinted that enfvirig evening for lis viſe 


to her private apartment. 
But what was his ſurpriſe, when, inſtead of findi x the 


Peautiful expecting maid, Hamet, his favourite flave, 


ſtood with a poignard at his breaſt, and demanding, in 
the | moſt peremptoty manner, his Agnet for ſetting the 
young lady free, and delivering him up to frontier totyns 
that lay within three days journey of the camp. Ibrahim 
ar firft offered to reſiſt, but ſeeing that he had no help 
near, he reluctantly complied; and Hamet, poſſeſſed of the 


1 royal fignet, fleuw with I uimoſt diſpatch from the canip, 


to the place where he had already conveyed the dear r 
er of tvs deſperate conduct. 5 1 
Baut fortune, it ſeerns, Was teſolyea to perlbeute dem in 
Part of their lives; for Sophoniſba was known, and 
taken by a raging party of ſoldiers,” and brought back 
ent, before Hamet's "arrival at the Place 

where he expected to meet her. However, all arts were 
now "vain for her relief, and he reſolved to proceed to 
avail himſelf of the ſhort-lived power with which he had 


procured'hitnſdlf to be entrüſted, *ind to Put himſelFar the 


Dead 


* 
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Kead bf ole tr troops, that he Enew his 'prothiſes e of reward 
And viftofy would allure to ſerve him, | 
In the mean time Ibrahim, ecgyeked from the terrors 
f ifiedtate Alfafnination, put Ks 'boiinds to his reſentment. 
fle vowed to take dhe Hbf fg nal Vengeatice againſt his 
diſobedient flaves, and even ordered chfee or four of his 
attendarits to die "Execution, For "ndr being in the 
way Wien his life had been put in fuch tünssnent danger. 
He was in this ſavage diſpoſition when the unhappy So- 
3 was brought into his preſence, threatened on 
every ide with death, yet reſolved to do nothing that 
_ coultl purchale life at Me” expence of her hongur. Great 
as her offence might have been in the eyes of the tyrant, 
he cpu Hot, however,” help being ſoſtenedt at her diſtreſz, 
and his former paſſion again kindling in his boſom, he of- 
_ her life in eaſe of a compliance, But his offers were 
in, ſhe rejected both his love, and promiſed life with 
Nor Jo at in a fit 6f jealobſy And rage, he gave ofders 
for her intmediate exeeutien. Pity, however, Wen ope- 
rating; his orders were (6ftened; inſtead of being ſtrangled, 
ſhe Hall the choice of her Wanner of dying, fan hes death 
was pur off for three days longer. W . 
The time appointed Was now elapſed, de filtin let ber 
onde more an offer of his heart, Which Was, us before; 
rejected, and ſbe choſe to die by poiſon, as being the moſt 
1 and conſequerftly,” the leaſt dreadful. In all eaſ- 
tern comrts, there are never wanting ſuch as Prepare thoſe 
fatal potions for the ſuüſpected, or the unhappyz; und the 
fatal draught was now p roduced, which*was do end a life 
of fidelity and mſery. Sde toòk che ep in her trembling 
hand, and was jult going to dtink it eff when Ibrahim 
entering, ordered her to ſuſpend her purpoſe. Hamet had 
taken poſſeſſion of his beſt fortreſſes, and was noty march- 
ing forward to give him battle. He had, however, pre 
viouſly ſent terms of treaty, and offered to relinquiſh all 
other elaims, in caſe he was put in unmoleſted poſſeſſion 
of W wem he "valued above! all the kreaſures or 
i Th » On On 10 * od kingdoms 
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ki ingdows of the earth. Wich this propoſal, Ibrahim 
Fun himſelf under a neceflity of complying, as his own 


army was not to be relied on, and that of his rival was in- 


cenſed againſt him by 8 conſciouſneſs of his ſeverity. 


The treaty, . therefore, was agreed to, and ratified, aud 


Sophoniſba was given up to her ex pecting lover, — 5 took 


her to the ſafe and happy courts, of Iſpahan, whers they 
hved many years in 1 unmoleſted . and with ex- 
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T H E. er events which frequently happen | 


contrary, to the expectations of men, have, in moſt 
nations, given riſe to a opinion, little conſiſtent 
with religion, namely, that the world is governed at ran- 
dom by ſome blind and undiſcerning power, for the word, 


fortune can mean nothing elſe; and yet ſo many phzno- 


menas evince an over- ruling providence, that the force of 


truth has ſometimes extorted an acknowledgment of it, 
even from the moſt obſt inate atheiſts, Lueretius, chough 
he maintained chat the univerſe owed its. origin to the for- 
tuitous concourſe of atoms, and that the gods never inter- 
meddled in hurnan affairs, expreſſes himſelf in the follow-- 
th paſſage, ; in terms that ſoem to imply the exiſtence of | 


Gerber Ne of all things. IS 
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Its ſeeret influence all nature owns, 1e 
It mocks at ſcepters, and looks down om thrones, 


The hiſtory I now bend yor, is ſo ſtriking an en 
of the dark and intricate ways of heaven, that I could help 
introducing it with theſe previous reflexions; but not to 
treſpaſs any farther upon your patience, I will proceed 

| directly to my narrative. An Engliſh merchant, whoſe 
real name I ſhall conceal under that of Hortenfius, having 
refided the greateſt part of his life at es where 
he had made a confiderable fortune by trade, had contrac-. 
ted the character and way of thinking of the Spaniards to 
ſach a degree, that he had more of the national character 
of that people than many natives. He had a dau Mo 
whom I ſhall beg leave to call Parthenia, whoſe e 
ſo much ſurpaſſed thoſe of moſt 8p nh ladies, — 


ſhe Was generally known by the ee of the. Bri- 
——_ As the Spaniards are perhaps as amorous as 
of Europe, the reader ſcarce need be told that 
— 2 had numbers of admirers. Many of theſe 
applied to Hortenfius for his conſent; and be, after hav- 
ing inquired into their eireumſtances, conſtantly referred 
them to his daughter, declaring, that b. he was reſolved never 
to force her to againit her own inclinations; and 
ſuch care had been taken of her education, that he was ſure 
ſhe would never marry. without his conſent. Parthenia, 
who was born to add to the vaſt number of wretches which 
love has made, ſeemed, in the early part of her life, to 
| diſtruſt the artful deity that fills the breaſt with ſoftdefires, 
4 and to have formed a reſolution never to engage ge under his 
laws. In a word, ſhe rejected ſo many ſuitors, tharſhe 
* was generally compared to the fair Marcella, es carried 
"4 her cruelty fo far, as to let her lover die of a broken heart, 
as the ſtory is related by the admirable Cervantes. At 
| length, however, a lover preſented himſelf, who, unhap- 
5 pily * Parthenia, found means to inſpire her breaſt with 
Y a real — he was the moſt accompliſhed youth of 
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de HONORIUS AND: PARTHENTA. 
S Barcelona; but as Hortegſins had a difference with his 
father, one of tha moſt wealthy, merchants, of, that city, he 

© no ſooner received information of his having paid bis ad- 
drefles.to , his daughter, than be, poſitively forbid him the 
houſe.” Don Alphonſo, for that was the name of the young, 
lover, had, thereupon, recourſe to thoſe ee 
the inventive genius of the Spaniards, excited by the reſ- 


| traint laid upon the ſex, has always proved ſo fertile in. 
I )mßis Hortenſins, With the afliſtance of his ſpies and den- 


nas, qaickly diſcovered; and in order to put it out of the: 
power: of Alphonſo eyer to poſſeſs his daughtnt, came to 
a reſolution to: ſend her ovel to England ta an old maiden 
aunt who reſidec in Vorkſhire, and whoſeffoptune, which; 
was conſiderable, he haped would be one day added to, 
her's, as.the. old lady had: offen expretied a: deſire, that her 
niece, Pazthenia, ſhquld. live: with her; as a companion. 
The. young lady, however relnctant, had too high an idea 
| of paxental authority, to make any oppoſition to the will of; 
ber father 3 and having ſoon aſter embarked at Barselona, 
4 UPON, ner arrival ab ber args: houſe in Vorkſhare, | was: 
i by, her: received with the. higheſt I tokens. of Joy and, ſatis- 
1 füction: but this h ind reception eould not: chace from ber / 
mind, the gloom. and melancholy which poſſeſſed her, on. 
| aceount of her; ſeparation: from Alphonſa, whom ſhe-laved: 
weich a paſſion ag ardent and ſincere as his π]᷑̃. Alphone. 
ſo, upon hearing of- hex. departure, became ineconſolable, 
| andi. in leſs then ſix months after,: died: of a, difaxder, for 
| which phyfitians- could Bod ho, remedy. uc it. was oda 
| 
[ 
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fioned by love without hope: This afflicting news never 
reached the ears, of Part henia; Who, from the time of 
her arrival in England, devoted herſelf to che duties of the 
religion in which the had been educated to which ſhe. Was 
| farther excited by the example of her aunt, who. being of 
2 ik the ſame communion, and living in a conntry-where the 
if} Romiſh perſuaſſon is barely tolerated, was a more zealous! 
4 Catholic than even thoſe who live where it is eſtabliſbed 
| hy law. As abſence and time at length extinguiſh the. 
ee - e | ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt paſſions, in the ſpace of about three years Parthe- | 
nia Sdn. her tranquillity of mind, and retained only a 
tender remembrance of her Alphonſo. She was, however, 
perſuaded that even che idea of one ſhe had fo naſhionarely ; 
E would ſecure her from any future attacks of che wan- 
ton god, and ſeemed to have formed a reſolution to leada 
fingle life, which her aunt, who had always lived iu a ſtate 
of celibacy,. highly approved.ot. -»Happy: had it been for 
her, if an opinion, which ſhe herſelf was firmly perſuaded 
of, had been juſt namely that no woman can more than 
once in her life >conceivea fincere paſſion fora man: but 
Parthenia was deſtined to feel once mbre the 3 power of love 
a deity whom ſhe had; in her early youth, thought too 
htly of, but who never 9 empire to be deſpiſed. 
Er dan dying in about. five ber arrival in 
England, left 1 poſſeſſed — twenty . pounds, 
Which, added to —·˖ô(i thouſand Which ſne was to 
inherit from her father, rendered her @/i very. defiravle * 
* A eeorgben made her, which ſhe ha c 5 
rei till at laſt a — of the paid. her 
es. Sde — ks favour 3 N 
heads aware of it; andwhen ſhe began to perceive the 
return of her former flame, ſhe readily gave ear to the pro- 
poſal· of marriage 2 he made her, though- he was not 
poſſeſſed of any fortune but his commiſhon, having, long 
before ſpent all he had received from his friends. They 
lived fos ſome time in the myſt. perfect amity; but Paithenia 
having one day repeived a letter from her father, deſiring her 
immediate return to Spain as he did not apprehend that he 
had a long time to live, ſhe communicated it to her huſ- 
band, afluring him, at the ſame time, that the memory of 
ſome paſt misfortune had made her extremely av erſe from 
ever returning to the place of her nativity. Her huſband no 
ſooner caſt his eyes upon the letter, but he perceived it to 
ba wrote with his father's hand; for Hortenfius had a ſon 
ten years older than Parthenia, when ſoon after his arrival in 
Spain with his father was obliged to fly the kingdom, hav- 
ing killed a perſon of the firſt quality in a duel, and was 
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preventet] by a ſeries of unaccountable aceidents from ever 
hearing again from his family. Upon leaving Spain he 


went over to Engliſh America, and having changed his 


name, bought a commiſſion in the army. This ecircum- 
ſtance, of which the father was not apprized in time, made 
him take it for granted that his ſon was dead! and the 
latter thinking that his father neglected him through ava- 
rice, entirely diſcontinued all correſpondence with him. 
Uzeu a thorough examination of all circumſtances, both 
the captain and Parthenia-remained'without the leaſt doubt, 
that they bad. ignorantly committed the crime ofinceſt. 


This herrid diſcovery had ſuch an effect upon the former, 


that he ſhot himſelf; and Parthenia, overwhelmed in 
grief, oecaſioned as mack by her marriage with her brother 
as being deprived of him in ſo ſhocking a manner, retired 
— where ſhe paſſed the remainder. of her days 
in all the auſterities of align, at a convent, to which 
left her whole fortune when ſhe died. Hortenfius died. 
litle before her return, a ciccumftance that may zug be 
conſidered as happ — fince he was there ay 
ed from hearing 155 this terrible misfortune whi Boll haps hows 
pened in his family. Such events ſhould fill us with a re- 
verential awe, and not create in our minds doubts concern- 
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he had written upon the military art. Mondor, after reach: 
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"I" WAS IN UE WRONG: 
10 * THE FRENCH: 


H | whoisit that is not ſo, in a world abounding with 
errors? They are abſolutely neceſſary to form the 


bands of ſociety; they ſerve to render the mind-pliant and 


to humble our ſelf-opimion. He who would always have. 
reaſon to authorize his actions, would be inſupportable. 
We oughtto pardon every error, except that of becoming 
tireſome, which is the moſt irreparable of all errors. He 
who is fatiguing to others, ſhould live by ne Bur 
this is wavering from my ſubject. 

Proceed we to the hiſtory of Mondor. He was a young 
man, but ill calculated for the world. He had an upright 


way of thinking, a ſuſceptible heart, and a ſweet diſpoſi- 


tionz three great errors in his ae, and e 
only of the good of others. 

Upon his firſtappearance in the world, he 33 bins | 
ſelf hy to form his conduct upon the rules of ſttict 2 
reaſon and probity. The iſſur will diſcover his ſucceſs. 

He made himſelf known to a nobleman in power; bis lady 
was pleaſed with the juſtneſs of his way of thinking, be- 
Wes” he had an e figure. The huſband was diſ- | 
ſatisfied with his Judgraents becauſe be-1 was never of his | 
opinion, _— 

The lady made many i to. the 3 or 
bis underſtanding; but, as he was not amorous, he did not | 
E it. The nobleman deſired him to peruſe a treatiſe 


ing ity told * oy 1 - from an examination no 
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his work, he concluded that he would make an admirable 
negociator | for a treaty of peace 

- - Adthis- ume a. regiment became vacant. A Linde pliane 
marquis diſcovered the noble author to be a tranſcendant 

genjus, ang, conducted. himſelf towards, his lady, if ſhe 
Fad been a perfeck beauty. He had the regiment: 'the mar- 
uy WAS. colonel, Mondor way 10 more hen 4,man of 
probity. He was in the wrong. 

I his adventure diſcouraged him; he laid” afide all 
thoughts af e en and went to Paris in order 
to line privately: he there formed the projectto create him- 
ſelf friends. Alas! poor man, he was milerably wrong; 
he. thought he had found what he ſought after in the perſon 
of young; Aleipe. Aleipe bad an amiable diſpoſition, his 

| 1 decent, and his dfcourle natural and unaf. 

. 

One day he accoſted Mondor with an afflicted air: 
Mondor ould not ſee it, without partaking of his afflicti- 
onz (for he was one of thoſe fupid Po who have not 

more wit than goodueſs of heart.) Aeipe told him that 

he had loſt a hundred louis d'ors upon his parole. Mondor 
ent him the ſuun without accepting his note: he imagined, 
by parting with his money, to acquire Atriend. He was 

. wrong: the other would hear of it no met. 

He made himdelf acquainted with men of W 0 his 
judgment was generally approved, and he was thought 

x proper perſon. to examine their pieces: they obtained an 
p73. of him more eafily' than of the public.” There s 
hap to be one among them, in whom — f 
hu diſeovered ſome talentss therefore appeared moſt worthy | 
in his eyes, of the greateſt ſeverity, He read his works 

3 iſ! which was a comedy; with the greateſt attention, He re- 

1 trenched all the fuperftuous details; required a ftriet adhe- 

j rence to che rules of the drama; deſired the author to con- 
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nett his ſeenes, and to 22 *. to give birtl to the other; 


4 to place che actors abvays oper 7 ea and to tak e 
1 | more eſpecial care of = "juſt s of the dialogue, than the 


. falſe 


HE WAS IN THE WRONG 3; 
falſe ſallies of wit; to ſuſtain his characters, aud to give 


birth to them naturally without contraſting them toe much 
and — with remarking to him, — long inanimats 
ſpeeches caſt a coldueſs upon the action. Such were the 


— he gave to the — who corxected his piece in 


conſequence of them. He had reaſon to think that Mondor 
had given him ill advice: my players Barr not find i it fit for 


| the ſage. - 


This ftroke diſguſted — bog K be Pe The 
author not ſo eaſily diſguſted in making comedies, compo- 
{ed another, which was no more than a confuſed maſs 7 uns 
ravelled disjointed ſcenes: Mondor durſt not offer him his 
advice to ſuppreſs it. He was wrong the. piece was hiſſed. 
This threw him into great perplexity: if he gave his opi- 
nion, it was wrong if he vvithlteld-it, 'he'was alfo-wron 

He renounced all eommereewith the wits, aud warn 
himſelf with men of profound learning: he found theſe as 
miſerably ſad, as the others who had pretended to pleaſantry. 
They — Fro ſpoke | but in oaſe of neceſlity; they were 

tedious,” and Mondor —— he appeared a meer blun- 


derer among them. 3 them, and applied him- 
len to taſte: he thought himſelt 


ſelf do the 4 of preten 
in the moſt. neighbouring elimate to the ſun, in a country 
where the fruits are almoſt always burnt up before they 
are ripe. He obſerved that the women for r moſt part had 
only one idea, which they ſubdivided into — little 
abſtracted thoughts, dazzling at fieſt ſight: he perceived 
that all their art confiſted in giving quaint turns to che un- 
derftanding; be found himſelf as much in the wrong in 
their ſociety as before if he was inclined” to ſnine among 
them he appeared heavy if he attempted to reaſon, he ſeem- 
ed inexpert: in a word, he diſpleaſed; and, though he Was 
very well verſed in the es? he did not follow the-advice- 
given to a young man: Would you appegy 2 man of 

A genius before the Women read Cicero,” | 
Mondor was the moſt reaſonable man in the roy but 
was at a loſs what party x om to do himſelf War 
: | 4 


36 HE WAS IN THE WRONG. 

He found that in this world our greateſt errors ariſe muck 
leſs from entering upon a bad plan, than from adopting a 
good one with an ill grace. 

He had been inelined beer, * as his firſt 
ſtep he broke the neck of his attempt: he had "ſought. after, 
friendſhip and 'became.a dupe: he had entered among the 
wits, and had been —— among the learned he was 
tired, and among the women he was tireſome, He had 
heard much of the happineſs of two perſons who love each 
other with a mutual afte&tion, and thought therefore the 
moſt adviſeable ſtep he could take would be to fall in love; 
and in forming — project he took the preciſe method ne- 
ver to become ſo. 2 2 all than women with great 
attention, and ballanced- the agreeableneſs and —— of 
each of them, in order to fix upon her who had moſt per- 
fections. He conſidered love as A deity with whom he 
could merchandiz ee. f 

He was at infinite pains in his reſearches, and at no leſs. 
to become in love; but all to no purpoſe: however, he 
at laſt became ſo, at the time he leaſt thought of it, with 
one of the uglieſt and moſt capricious objects he had met 
wich. He congratulated himſelf upon bis choice; he per- 
ccived notwithſtanding, that ſhe was not handſome, and ap- 
plauded himſelf accordingly. He- flattered himſelf chat he 
ſhould have no rivals: he was wrong; he was ignorant 
that the uglieſt women are oſten the moſt coquettiſh. There 
is no geſture, no look, no trifling diſcourſe, without its 
particular meaning; they often — as much pains to be - 
ſtow ornaments upon their perſon, as is ordinarily uſed to 
enfich-a- bad piece of ground to enforce a profit from it; 
and are not always without ſucceſs: the advances they 
make flatter pride; and the vanity of a man will very 
frequently — to efface che nm, of a wo- 
man. s uglineſs. 

Mondor found it thus by fad experience. Perceiving 
himſelf ſurrounded: with el, he became inquiet 
*. was wrong, and that led him to be more wrong, which 
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was to marry. He treated his wife with all; poſſible. ten- 


derneſs: he was wrong; ſhe took his milldnek, for weak - 


neſs of character, and acted the miſtreſs with a high hand: 


he determined to diſpute her authority he was wrong; 


ſhe managed him, he ſubmitted, and l 


a te- accommodation. In the midſt of their re-accammo- : 
dations the wife died: thus fortune did him right, but he 


converted it to wrong, he was fo afflicted (nat he retired - 


to his eftate, 
He found a man of fortune in the country, who lived 


with a great deal of haughtineſs, and 'never admitted the 


viſits of any of his neighbours; he thought him in the 


wrong. Mondor had as much affability, as the other had 


reſerve: he was greatly in the wrong ; his houſe became 
the recepgacle of all the half gentry around him, who flock- 
ed to him in .crowds without 3." Wu He then en- 
vied the condition of his neighbour greatly; and found, but 
too late, that the unhappineſs of being put upon, was in- 
ſinitely more vexatious than the error o being feared. A 
perſon commenced a ſuit againſt him for ſome rights of . 
land. He rather choſe to give up a part of what was de- 
manded from him unjuſtly, than continue the proceſs, he. 
deported himſelf very oth 

vited his adverſary to dinner, and compounded the affair 
in a manner very diſadyantageous to himſelf: he . was _ 
wrong; the advantage gained of him by this procedure, 


igingly upon the Occaſion, in- 


was ſoon noiſed in the province; all his neighboury were _ 


willing to profit by the eafineſs of his Fate and made 


no ſeruple to lay claims upon the moſt chimerical titles, 


In conſequence of this, he brought twenty ſuits upon his 
hands. for haying ſtrove to avoid one, In à ftate of dil. 
ſatisfaction he reſolved to ſell bis lands: he was wrong; 3 


he then had nothing to do, but to place his money in he 


funds, He was adviſed to depofit it upon a concert which 


was in great credit in a large neighbouring city. - The 


director was a pretty fort of a man, and had made himſelf 
a counſellor ! in order to become the better Judge of muſic. 


* 


Mondor | 
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Mondon trafted him with his money: he was 8 in 
the wrong; the concert became, — in the courſe of a 
year, in, deſpite of the: accompliſhments, of the counſellor. 
event. entirely ruined: Mondor: he Was ſenfible of 
the, nothingae; of . belgz, and determined to become 
nothing bamnſeli; he. — hignſelf; a monk, and; died of 
veration: n 125 the Os n b er 
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MISERTES. or . AFFECTIONATE exapvtars. 


F we Ketone reflett on the various acts of injuſtice. 
U committed by the depravity of human nature, we ſhall | 
have reaſon. 85 conclude, that none merit a ſeverer cen- 


+ furs thap that of parents ſquandering away their : ſabſtance, 


and. leaving their children, expoſed to beggary mg on- 
tempt. It 1 is high bly ungenerous to render any thing, 
whoſe ſole . is, upon us, miſerable by our neg- 
left; but to rob thaſe of heir LR , Who, but for us, 
what owes its being | 
to us, in c order to gravy ſome darling paſſion in ourſelves, 
is ſuch, a. monſtrous. ee of f cruelty, that, bi aily . 
ricnge did ngt demon rate its truth, one would ardly 
be 15 ipking being 1 0 be ale ot it. Porimog, 
L's e m en e | frugali A his anceſtors, 
left in poſſe op of a Very con dera le eſtate. When 
ly came of age, h he marr 2 1 lady of virtue and for- | 
tune, b whom he had a very numerous off. ſpring; which | 
| e to have rendered bim induftrious in che. 
improvement of a 8 2 which was the ſole depend- 
ence of all his children alas ! the immoderate love of 
pleaſure prevailed over — affection; and, inſtead of 


in his family the principal object of his care, he _ 
vo; 


————— —— 
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voted his mind/to. invent new modes of indulging his 
 inordinate inclinations. : (| 

This worſt of fathers, however, did not. long enjoy the 
means of, rioting in in voluptuouſneſs; for, Heap ea 
he ſquandered away his whole eſtate, fell; into, the 8 | 
eſt poverty, and died in priſun. Has, wiſe, — for; _— 
yeary-had languiſhed: Ar the dreadful; appreheuſions of i 

want, died of a broken heart; aud all their children, ex- 
cept, one, being ſeized with various diſtempers, hore heir 
mother company to the ſilent chambers of the. grave, | 

Ariana, a-girt about twelve. y ears of age, Was left alone 1 
to theſe ei, death had Toculed from, her dear is] j 
tious; and muſt have been obliged.to, bave | had, 4 | 
to public- charity- for a wretched {ubliſtange, had nat Sabi- 
na, a ſiſter. to Dorimon, in order to avoid the ſhame. of 
having one vf her family wear the iy 2 of the pariſh, ad- 

' mitted Ariana into her family. For the reader muſt, not 
ſuppoſe this favour proceeded from any pity ſhe had for the 
poor unfortunate creature. 

The treatment, however, ſhe. met with, was: lizle bet; ] 
ter than what he would have found in any of thoſe, places | 
from which her aunt made ſo gw a menit of preleriiag 
' her. 1 1 | 
Nor would the education 1 150 x FR. bs Lulli- | 
cient to have enabled her to reſiſt the ſhocks. of fate ſhe af | 
rerwards experienced, had not benevolent nature endued, her | 
with qualifications, which moſt den can only attain by | 
labour and ſtudy, 30 2 2 315; ' 
- She was bletſed, , without the help of- precept, with. an 1 
innate piety and 'reſignatian to the divine Willz, aud, 
without inſtruction in the formal rules of politeneſs and 
decorum, ſhe had a — afability and ſweetnals-of der 
Portment, which could not fail of 22 7 
| Being no ſtranget to the misfartungs entailed on her by 

uy father's ill conduct, and having — little reaſon 0 

pe ſhe ſhould ever live in the world in a manner ſgitahle 

to a oe birth, the reflected that patiengs and humility, _ 
wo 
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| would render her eaſy under her preſent and future ſuffer- 
ings. She conſidered, that to be poor was not always to 
de miſerable; and, that riches were not conſtantly attended 
with happineſs. She therefore juſtly; concluded, that the 
meganeſt ſtate, with content, was comfortable; but, with- 
cout it, the higheſt was wretched and miſerableQ. 
Wich regard to her perſon, ſhe was of a middle ſtature, 
perfectly well ſhaped, eaſy and genteel in all her mo- 
tions. If ſhe was not a perfect beauty, there was a great 
deal of regularity and harmony in her features; which, 
Joined with a very delicate complexion, fine hair and teeth, 

And a certain ſweetneſs diffuſed through all her air, made 
her appear-extremely lovely 2 hog | 
- A young gentleman, whom I ſhall call Silvius, of a 
large eſtate, and fine perſon, was pleaſed with her ap- 
pearance; and, being a frequent viſiter of Sabina, he had 
no difficulty in finding opportunities of entertaining the 
object of his paſſion. He flattered himſelf, from his former 
ſucceſſes with the fair ſex, that he ſhould find no great 
difficulty in conquering the virtue of Ariana, 

Tapis young creature, a ſtranger to artifice and defign, 
was pleaſed with theꝰfine chings he ſaid to her, and could 
not help feeling that pleaſure which none, but thoſe who 
love, are capable of, whenever ſhe ſaw or heard him. And, 
not ſuſpecting he intended any thing farther than her pru- 
dence; as well as inclination, might permit her to encou- 
rage, he ſoon made a conſiderable progreſs in her affection. 
But one evening, happening to be alone with him, he be- 
gan to take ſome liberties with her, which very much 
alarmed her modeſty, and, puſhing him from her, ſhe cried, 
& How, Silvius, is this treatment proper for a woman of 

virtue? Or could you think me worthy of an honourable 

| paſſion, if I could ſubmit to bear it? 

| \ Theſe words, and the looks and geſtures with which 
l they were accompanied, ſoon made him defift, and con- 
; vinced him, that her virtue would not be fo eafily ſacri- 
1 ficed as he had imagined. But, as he pleaded, . 

nen | - CUIG 
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cuſe for his boldneſs, the nee, D d 
conſented to a reooiciliation. e 
It would be tedious to:defctibe all the eb and - 
i uſe of to gain his point; it will be ſufficient. 
o ſay, that nothing was onlinted: which à perſon long 
profiled in the arts of ſedułtibn could invent. But, find- 
ing all his ſtratagems were of no effect, and that he mut 
cither abandon his purſuit, or propoſe an honourable mar- 
riage, he determined to'deceive her by a mock ceremony. 
Accordingly, 2 he ſolemnly proteſted he ne- 
ver bela thought, or wiſb, tending to che prejudice of her 
virtue all his aim being to make her hib wife 
66 7 am, ſaid he, — 2 — AO your 
family, nor are they of any conſequence to me, who, you 
know, have an eſtate ſufficient to ſupport us in more 
deur chan is neceſſary for happineſs: but, continued 
Cann 27 king — — 
rent. 2 2 
could 'beftowr on human would, to her; be of no 
; eſtirnation,. if wealth — yr. not added. Thie 
unhappy* in ker: has prevented me from 
thoſe public declarations, - I : otherwiſe ſhould have been 
— dikes! rer. my inviolable attachment to vou 
a3 ſhe has been the beſt and moſt tender parent to me, 
notwithſtanding her avarice, and is now extremely; ancient; 
I tremble at the thought of ſending her to the grave, bee. 
haps ſooner than nature intended, and with the diſſatis 
ion of ſeeing me do the only thing ſhe would never forgive. 


5 


And, on, the other hand, without you, life is but — 


then to he, and 1 could gladly lay it down. A private 
marriage, therefore is the only expedient capable of 5. 
ſerving both my happineſs and the quiet of my parent. 
riana had not . 
to rafuſe. She reflected that the facted « ceremony was not 
leſs! binding for -npt making a great noiſes that private 
marriages were almoſt 1 as public ones that no 
one 3 3 herſelf a fortune ſo 


ſuperior 
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ſupexibr. t. whatche.cauld expect; and, aa it. was the gr | 
eſt and only teftimony he could give pram. op | 
tentions it wouldebe, imnnidemt . tci. refuſe. accepting aſ it. ; 
. 
nex he na. part marriage ceremon 
— He told. her, he Would be fulbas — 4 
h in that particular; that he. eouldb confide in the. | 
— r W 1 5 wha. ſhould: therefore perfarm the i 
my ie take,care:ta.proxidea licence | 
andring; hu halt, Tarent ble, dg be ae . 
camion, that. umight. betrays the ſecrtt, ifæ the. 
ceremony were . church, he deſired her to.. 
en i to be. e nb „ 
e. nathing Was among. per- 
ſons oſ — than — r ſhe made 
no objectian, as. tothe. place ke jugiged: y_— Cy pers BE 
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dax tlie. cenemam was; perfarmed, and netire. ta 1 
prepared for herz hut, as, it. would, be. z Ifor hun 
to;cahabat wath her, he was to. paſs for one. oß berini, 
when he dame to. viſit her: . We je 2 heawent.outof: : 
topony; he Nas to Sapply. ber wich. a ſnfecievey.for defraying. | 
all ; Ulb his retürg: that he ſkgukd write conſtantly « 
every. weck, during his — but. withaut. erbt | 
Nom. wy ral 0 E ided any- of his 
letters ſhould mi Nel * 0 = 1 
— *Phole prelimqmaries Ang Este 6e. the: bistackion — j 
both partie, Sibyins- prepared: a licenſe, ring, and every. 
thing elſe neceſſary -for the nuptials the next duy; ant the 
enſning * A g — — ber 


many years; * e — 
her 2 place of her 3 ori the motive for. * 
1401 * +> | 3 
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departures. adding,; thats ſhe had che ſtrungeſt reaſaus for 
 «chungiig. this, manner, and ſhoull never dpiany thing that | 
might call bluſh. intq the facecat any af her mii 
d Ariana now launched into the wide ocean of the — 
 vwith/2 heart perfectly at. caſe; 2ude unapprehenſive f any 
= future, ſtormy, in her voyage;ofclite, | She did, not diſeeru 
dhe rocks and ſands whigh,lay. benen her and chat harbqun 
i of calm delights, {o, enchanting in the proſpect. Nor had 
ihe experience enough to diſegrer the gathering ſtorm. 
which: was. that. tyſtags PIeP3GiS720, but w.fyry, an has 
eau 2 Fot ch zan sch bn | 
Silzius, bo neuer intaadad to yerform Abe ching he 
B had promiſed her, got a fellow, ho was a de pendant: ou 
him, to. perſonate a, olergymanz ang) hin — i 
whom ſhe had never ſaen, being dreſſed like a. .., 
gentleman, acbed the part of the. Geng he had. mentioned „ 
| te hem by; giving her hand. ite 2a a 
+ thang Was conducted in, aebi ene 
7 fo. thay. it wag i ls: fer her to. have. the Ieaſli ſuſei dn 
\ how'cruelly ſhe been — ved. She cherte 
happys becanſe contented: She. — aceuſt omed 
to much public di vexſion, not Mn ſhe, indeed, a frignd:ta 
ſuch ngify.” pleaſures. Her aunt had al ways kept ma | 
home, emplgyed. in working ſame curious. ornament. for hes 
dreſs, on in the neceſſary aſſuirs of che famuly/z ſa hat. 
living in, the manner ſhe; was how o to do, ig . 
der ta Keep herſelf. concealed; was not at, all irkſowns, tot 
her: ſhe-had: ſome hours, almaſt every day, the company 
of the man ſhe, loved, and knew no want of any: others. 8 
But this hate yan, ſeaſon laſted but a ſnort time: buſi neſa, 
or a ſatiety of: the. charms; he had; taken ſo much pains: to, 
gain, now called him to, the country. Prepared ag. the 
was for it, by the knowledge he did not live canſtantiy. in 
town, ſhe could not think of parting without agonies in- 
ſapporzable: he did not, indeed, fail to comfort har the 
beſt he could, afſuring ber, he mould contrive do make his; 
e a8. palblle 3 nor did her W — | 
m 


t 
| 
| 


+ -She could nor help being a little-alarmed at it at feſt; 
but the conſideration, that the fears of /intercepting might 


mankind 8 her to Py chat what be ſaid to her 


_ was rather words of courſe, than flowing from the fiticere 
ardors bf afeQion, ſo ſhe had not chat addition to her 


griefs 234 170 $0334} $4.11 59_$4 
+ Boon e bee gone; ſhe bund herſelf with child, 
which! before ſhe had been inſenſible of: ſhe wrote the 
news of it to him, in the character of a third perſon, as 


had been agreed between them; and reeeived for anſwer, 
chat he would not have her anger any contern about her 
pregnanoy, for he ſhould not fail to take a proper care 


both of her and the infant ſhe ſhould bring into the world; 
but expreſſed nothing of chat ſatisfaction at heating the 
was about to make him a father, as might have been ex- 
pected from a huſband, who ſo tenderly loved his wie, as 
me had flattered herſelf he did her, 


lay ſome reſtraint on him, joined to the confidence ſhe hed 


r 'diffpared"all-unenty"" tes 


fecions on that head. f bar 27; 


In about four-months after he returned to townz bars! 
preſence; which ſhe imagined would give her perkect hap-: 


pineſs, in-a meaſure; 'deſtroyed what the had enjoy 
ed in his "While he continued in the country, | 
ſhe was every tay planting: herſelf that the time of his re- 
turn ſtill grew' more near, and indulging” the idea of thoſe 
felicities,- ſhe doubted not but — — beſtow: 
but, when ſhe ſaw him, how were all golden hopes 
fruſtrated ? his words, indeed, were obliging, but his looks 
gave the lye to his tongue. His eyes, thoſe true intelli- 
gencers of the heart, no longer ſparkled with that impatient 
ardor, which was once the indication of his paſſion: the 
viſits he made her were much ſhorter than wha: he was 
always-full of buſineſs; always in a hurry; and, when- 
ever the mentioned the condition ſhe was in, and ſeemed 
to lament, that a child, really born in honour, ſhould, at 
W be locked upon as the off. 


ſpring 
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ſpring of ſhame, he onl ors to laugh at her romantie 
notions, as he called them, and faid, be thought ſhe had 


reaſon to be quite eaſy; for. when once the time arrived 
* he ſhould as her * bis wife, ſhe ou be 


recompenſ 

bay this Nen knew as well as he; and had een re- 
flected on as the only comfort under Vi preſent ſituation ; 
but then ſhe len the remonſtrance 10 not ſo well be- 
come his mouth, and that the delicacy of his paſſion ſhould 
have made him grieve; that ſhe could pau at preſent, by: 
pear with all the advantages of a. wife. 

She did not, however, make any: complaint, on this 
ſcorez and, though ſhe had too much reaſon to ſuſpect a 
very great decay in his affection, yet ſhe only endeayoured, 
byall t the endearments in her power, to awaken it to its form- 
er energy, without lating bim know the perceived any al- 
teration. 

But what ſecret anguiſh ſhe. endured, while ating in 
this manner, let any woman whoſe . has enabled 
her to do the ſame; be judge? 44.00 

As for Silvius, be gave A" no trouble to tive ve info 
her ſentiments, but contented himſelf with finding ſhe made 
him no "reproaches. The truth is, he was now entirely 
taken up with a new object: the e of 3 lady in tne. 
country had rendered bim utterly forgetful of thoſe he had 
left in town, nor did his return to Ariana rekiudle any of 
that paſſion he had once felt for he-. 

He ſtayed no longer in London, than 9 buſineſs, 
which. brought him up, abſolutely” obliged him to do; and, 
when he took his leave of Ariana, ordered her not to write 


to him till ſhe had receiy el a letter from him, becauſe; he | 


ſaid, he was going to paſs the hunting ſeaſon, with ſome 


relations he had in a different country, and eotild not fix 
any place to which her letters might be directed with fafe- N 
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1 weeks paſſed ver, after his as carte, Without 
20 fe t kom wih; And, as che Expiration of Her p preg- 
naht. ew Hear, . er A e kee but what , con- 
ogy Age d pf bg? ap kt with” "whom 
. he ged, aving al arded * her ,as 4 \ Kept 
{ rung bold ol 0 1 Bot expect to In ZH 
' -- their houſe: that her beiße ger To Jon g. had"occafionet 
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her in a manner, Aeg would "have? ROW any one, 

| 47710 to her Þ 
1 bs ON Sire 
| e 15 pager of fkeeping their 1 rte fe e an inviolable 
ny 5 he firr rm benen 15 Bad that her hnocence would 
| one * f See her patience to ſuſtain, not only , 
ut 41 ſo many others which the akterwarde met 


as. cher * "condi 809. ” d the niture | 

and ut e e js behaved 'w 1 5 10 14 
milly, wrous ht. 5 Fron them J He al 
100 Lak "fo a Wide Wife, of their acquaintatite, with "whom. 
they to Fi her, 5 775 Tive, & till ſhe” "Was dels red of 

_ hey burthep, | 111 the th ought x "pr 12 r à fum of mo- 
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"he 
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| | er Wa e o Ariana, 
not t to be accepted with thai 115 By Alia, 
C. ſuul 


— ore ety > 


4 2 £4 8 4-6 
ſoul vo think," there cd. be women in che world capable 
| of ſuch a barbarity to their children, as to leave them to 
ma metcy of thoſe meroenary creatures. 
She, however, ditl — any part of her Tanti- 


ments on that head to them, perceiving they were Tixed in 


| this qpipioh, and any thing ſhe. could [vindication 
| of herfelf, would appear no more. — ectation' of 2 
“Voirtue ſhe Was far from putting into renl ptactiee. 
A bargain, though at à very extravagant rate, delng 
made, Ariana removed with an laching heart, to her new 
habitatien: ; where: the fawning behaviour of the woman 


(which ſhe fiiſtgok. for teal-goddkaature e ragen 
rendered her 1 in 4 little time more ay. 11 19 216. 273 
She hal ow ;more-! reaſon. than ever to "be \hpatient 
for a letter from Silvius, 25 ſhe could. not vrtite to him be- 
fore the reti ved it; but no lettet arriyed ;. and the hour” of 
her delivery being come, .ſhe. found. herſelf the ther of 
two ſons: then it Was ſhe began to think. it efuel in Aim, 
who albne had the power of :comforting' her, to ſhewi ſb 
little regard to what mightche ber ſatd nol pou 
Let any one figure to himſelf che melanthdly, _ ſtate 
| of her: condition no buſband,; nolxelatibn, no ai been 
i about her to alleviate that rack of nature, in which 


de tenderneſs that can be-fliewn,, and every Kin of kon- 


ſolation that-can be given, is neceſſary to tender it ſuppoł- 

table: Vet, how light, how tifling were lie ſorrowys 

ſhe now endured, to hot N —_ very ſoon after, 
, ſhe was obliged to bear l. a oi 093, m Hunt 
She had not been Zokfined many * to che matetnil 
bed, before her maid}. Whom the people with whom ſhe 

had lodged, recommended to her, went / privately A 

in the A taking with her all- of value that the por 


Ariana was miſtreſs of, not only her mbney, bũt her 


watch, -etwee' a diamdud Nolitaios) ' and ſeveral -other:trinks 


ets, which 'Silvins'i in his days of fondneſs,” Rad beſtowefl 
on 7 eee n the 1 
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the place 'ſhe was in; and fu 0 herſelf and children 
Pd pros eloachhs re K * 
It muſt be owned, chat this was an heavy lo, but All- 
ans did noe at firſt feel half its weight: — $he' conſidered 
' herſelf as married o a man who could, as ſhe did not 
doubt would, repair it amply; and veins did not 75 
herſelf very 1 uneaſy about it. 5 
But when che time, in which women in kercondiivn 
uſually keep their chamber was expired, and ſhe had. re- 
Kei ved no Wer from Silvius, then it was ſhe began to feel 
= truly miſerable ſne was : no n provided for her 
children j no mon y to defray: there arges of her 1 in: 
the late cringing behaviour of the aldi now . pa 
ſourneſi, and chreats of putting her out of che houſe. In 
"this terrible ſituation, the: ventured to write to Silvius, and 
with great N I the woman to let her ſtay 
| .while th ſhe might v an anſwerr. 
But no letter coming, way Hor, 2925 old wretch . co contualies 
her to fell her cloaths, 2 for tho payment of her mo- 
ney; then turned her out of doots with both her children, 
for no body would take the charge of them, without ſe- 
curity that _—_ ſhould not become bartheaſome tothe 1 
| riſn. r ene 4 9 
Bchold her now a wretched' PETE no nde to re- 
lieve her! no habitation in which ſhe might ſhelter her- 
ſelf and infants from the inclemency of the air! to have 
reedurſe to her aunt ſeemed little promiſing; however, ſhe 
ventured to write to her, acquainting her ſhe was mar- 
ried; 'though not to whom, and beſeeching het t6 afford 
her ſome” relief; or at leaſt not to ſuffer her two infants to 
periſh rough want, Jo ot fot ft 
(She; had obtained leave to fit in a ſhop, while the wrote 
and ſent this letter; but that inhuman woman was fo far 
from having any compaſſion on her ſufferings, chat ſhe or- 
dered one of her maids to go to the place where che boy 
who carried: the letter ſaid ſhe was, and tell her, ſhe 
| would have nothing to ſay to her; that, if one E 2 
5 wo 


| 
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weld ſave her and her brats from ſtarving, ſne would 
ſooner throw it into the kennel, than beſtow i it on herz 
and that, if ſhe dared to come into the neighbourhood, 
where ſhe 10 ſhe would ſend her to the houſe of courrect- 
ion. | 

- The poor girl was obliged to obey her lady, in deliver- 
ing this cruel meſſage, but ſoftened- it as much as her ca- 
pacity, or indeed the meanin __ it, would bear. 

ou gh Ariana, was no ſtranger to the ſeverity of her 
aunt's . . and had armed herſelf agaiuſt the worſt ſhe 
had to expect, yet ſhe could not hear is unnatural reply, 


without ſwooning away: the people of the ſhop, 4" the 


compaſſion, to give her a glaſs of water with ſome, aro ps, 


but, as ſoon as 1 recovered, deſired ſhe ſhould go, as they 


knew not what might happen, and ſhe had two children 
with her. 


Sabina's maid could not forbear ſhedding tears, to fee 


a perſon, on whom ſhe had waited, redueed to this miſer- 


able condition, and put three ſhillings into her band, 


which was all the poor girl was then miſtreſs of. Poor 


Ariana thanked her with an humility befitting her preſent 


ſtate, telling her, ſhe did not doubt ſhortly to be in a con- 
dition of returning the favoum, in 2 very ample manner, .. ; 

She then went to ſeveral houſes which | had bills for 
lodgings at their doors, hoping to get ſome ſhelter, till 
the could, write again to Silvius; but the little family ſhe 
had in her arms, prevented every one from „ Eng her in, 


aid night 1 ſhe was obliged to go to an inn, 
where even there ſhe was denied admittance, till ſhe bad 


canſented to be locked, all night, into her chamber; ſo 
fearful were they of her going away before they were 


ſtirfing, and leaving the children on their hands. 


How dreadful a night was this to our unbapp ſalferer? 1 
wich what floods of tears did the fair forlorn hang oyer, : 


her dear infants, and mourn their wants more than her 


own: while the inſenſible of theix misfortunes, fed 
. from 
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from their mother's breafts, ſmiled in her face, and ſeemed 
wo chide her grie!! 

She was not, however, ſo loft ind hald As to 
de incapable of reflection; ſhe remembered there was a 
juſt, a mereiful, and an almighty power, who ſaw her mi- 
ſeries, and knew ſhe-had not, by any act of ſhame, brought 
them upon herſelf; ſhe therefore did not doubt, but ſhe 
ſhould find relief from thence, though by what , ſhe 
could not foreſee. 

"How g reat was the conſolation which religion/r now af- 
forded ber? without that aid, ſhe had: inevitably. fallen in- 
to deſpair, and 3 been ny. ſome deed ſhocking 
ths but her piety gave her a co 1 

and hardly 24 paralleled, NE 2 p; 

| ad alſo hey power of conſidering what was moſt | 
— to be done: Tg ſhe had none, except that poor 
 pittance ſhe received from the charity of Sabina's ſervant. 
Friends ſhe had none; ſhe had been ſo much confined by 
her aunt, that ſhe bad acquaintance but with few; an in- 

timaty with none, She was determined that no ſufferings, 

how Ates ful ſbever, ſhould make her declare: her mar- 
riage with Silvius. '@ T ean but periſh with my children 
- by want (ſaid the to herſelf) and life would be a misfortune 
us, without the” affection and ſupport of him, from 
whom alone we expect it.” A lodging ſhe found was im- 
poſſible to be procured; what remedy then remained? 
After many Welder and eonfuſed thoughts, ſhe found 
the only remedy was to beg; and, ſince that muſt be the 
eaſe, it ſeetned to her better to get by fuch means, as ſhe 
Could, into che country where Silvius dwel than to ſtay 
in London without (a fettleil habitation, She hoped the 
fight. of her diftreſs woultl excite the charity of che inha- 
bitants of thoſe places, through which ſhe ould: paſs, and 
that, when ſhe ed near her huſband's ſeaty ſhe ſhould 
on be able to find out whether be was yet returned from 


the exctirfion he had mentioned, and, if ſo, to ſend hirn an 
-+ aceount 


a A 


A R 1 A N A. 51 


account where ſhe was, and the accidents which bad 
brought her thither. 
Accordingly, the next morning early, ſhe left the 1 inn, 


- with her deat load; and ſet out on her weary pilgrimage: 


what adventures befel her in it ſhall hereafter be related; 


but we miſt nöw ſee what was become of Silvius. 


That gay untlünking mat, now gave himſelf as little 


concern about Ariana, as about any of the former victims 


of his too dangerous allurements: a ſerious attachment 
had ever been the ſubject of his ridicule, and his ereed, 
in che affairs of lore, the te lines of Deter oh 


85 There's no ſuch wing as conſtaney we call! 

Paich ties not hearts, tis inclination all; 
Some wit deform'd, or beauty much my 4 
Firſt conſtancy in love a virtue made: 


From friendſſip they that Iand-mark did ee, . 


And falſely ped it on the boutitls of love. 


A fine young lady, with a very large Wee, however, 
being propoſed to him for marriage, he either was, or 


imagined himſelf, very much in love with her: he was at 


leaſt enough fo, as that her charms eraſed all the impreſſion 
made by choſe of the unfortunate Ariana; and, though 
the fitit letters of that poor creature had. reached bis hands, 
he happened to receive them at a time when he was in a 
hurry, gomg on ſome party of pleaſure with this new idol 
of hk $ 1 ber gent bo 

I muſt, notwithſtanding, do him the juſtice to ſay, that 
thoſe laſt, which contained the hiſtory of her diſtreſs, had 
not the bod fortune to meet him for ſome rime, the' reaſon 
whereof was this: he was at a great horfeitace' with his 
charmer, her uncle, and ſeveral other of her relations; 
and not being altogether free from vanity, as they rode ve- 


ry faft round the circle, he had the misfortune to be tlirown 
from his horſe, and dragged with one wor ? in we ie Kir 
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| [Cor fans . before any one co come to his re- 
- We 
| | ,..  By:this/ accident, one of his legs was broken, and his 
| body extremely bruiſed. As the ſeat of his miſtreſs s uncle 
was much nearer than his own, he was carried thither, and 
the moſt ſkilful ſurgeon in thoſe parts immediately ſent 
| for. Here he continued, from the time Ariana was turned 
HH out of her lodging, till he had lain in, and was alſo forced 
from the houſe of her midwife: what letters ſhe fent came 
| ſafe to his houſe, but the tenderneſs of his mother, would 
| ſuffer none to be hut to him, thinking, if they were of no 
\ conſequence, it would be impertinent to trouble him with 
4 them, till his health was better eſtabliſhed; and, if the 
contents of any of them ſhould affect him, his diſorder 
would by that means be increaſed. + 
Heaven, long a witneſs of the wrongs Silvius had been 
guilty of, thought proper now to take the part of betrayed 
and diſtreſſed innocence. | His leg w as perfectly well, 
but thoſe inward bruiſes he had — 04 brought on him 
. a decay, which was very viſible to himſelf, as well as 
others; in ſhort, he was judged to be falling into a con- 
' ſumption, and the change he felt in his frame of body, 
made an adequate change in his way of thinking. He re- 
flected on a thouſand t he had been guilty of, which, 
at the time they Ce ed, he looked upon only 
amuſements of youth, but now as the vices of it; and al 
| be t cſe wild frolicks, which he once imagined, conflituted 
the charaQter of an accompliſhed gentleman, ſeemed now, 
to him, to ſorm that of an abandoned libertine. f 
As feon as he was able to endure his coach, he was 
carried home, where he found all the letters of Ariana, 
u hich, being written in a myfterious manner, did not ſuf- 
; _  ficiently deſcribe her, diſtreſs, nor indeed was then the 
”- . _waett part of it arrived; yet they ſhewed him enough, to 
ſtrike bim with horror, at the baſe dece * he had put 
[/ on her at firſt, and his cruel forgetfulneſs and neglc& of 
| her afterwards, 27 ki | 
E 


him; but, in 
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one general anſwer to all thoſs 
from her, letting her know the accident that had befallen 


He wrote immediately one 


him, conjurin 4 her to be eaſy and ſatisfied, rH ſhe faw 


che people where ſhe 1 

This was directed tothe Wei houſe; for,-iwher faſt, 
ſhe had: acquainted him with ker being compelled to retire 
thither. But this letter did not arrive, till wo days after 
Ariana was turned out of doors; the woman: had che im- 
padence to open it out of curiofity, believing ſke ſhould 


never be called in queſtion for it, or ſe& Ariana more 5 


but when the faw the tender expreſſions it abounded with» 


and the bill ineloſed, ſhe repented of her temerity, and 


ſcaled it up again in the beſt manner ſhe could. 


Silvias, in the mean time, grew- extremely ill, and the 
pyseham ſoon perceived he was in a deep conſumption, | 


and could not flatter his. afflifted mother, with any hopes 
of hiv life. He eafily judged from the countenances of alb 


about him, that he ſhould, but a ſmall time longer, be a. 


ſharer in this world. The receiving no anſwer from Ari- 
ana to his laſt letter greatly added to his diſeaſe; he con- 


ctuded ſhe was dead, — Perhaps, ſaid he to himſelf, 


through grief of my unkindneſs, and the barbarous treat- 


ment of thoſe mercenary wretches ſhe was throum among.“ 

At other times, he would cry out, Heavens? What 
a monſter of villainy muſt T appear to the world, when- 
ever this black myſtery is unravelled? Was it not ſufficient: 


that I by lyes, and all the ftratagems that wicked wit 
could form, betrayed- her innocenee, and triumphed over 


-a virtue impregnable to common arts; but I muſt alſo: 


murder the unfortunate victim of my wild defires!—lIt is 


poſhble too (added he) the little wretehes 3 their 
gi bind ; 


rrors unſpe n tended theſe refleQions: be 4 
into a kind of Aelpan; but, in his calmer moments, wiſn- 
cd only chat ſhe might be living, and that — would 


D 3 _ prolong 


e mean time, closed 2 bank bill for ai. 
bnndred pounds in order to fatisfy the fooliſh Frouplevas a 


— 4 


— —2— — — 1 
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prolong his liſe, till he had made reparation: for the inju- 


ries he had done her, and the miſeries the had ſuffered, 


At laſt he: reſolutely related to his mother the whole af- 
fair, ſne wing Ariana's letters, and explaining every paſ- 
ſage; the old lady was extremely amazed, but far from 
condemning the preſent ſentiments of his heart. The bare 
acknowledgment: of his erxor, however, did not now ſeem 
intheient-for the penitent Silvius: he diſpatched a meſſen- 
ger to London, the very; fame perſon who had performed 


© the office of father in giving him her hand: he had orders 


to ſearch for her in All parts, and not return, till, he had 
found her; and, in caſe he were ſv fortunate, to bring her 
down in a coach and fix, with her two infants, and proper | 
aitzndants for a woman whom he declared his Jawful wife. 
Wonderful reſolution! but what cannot ſickneſs bring 
about! when the gay ſeenes of lite are all cloſed up; wlen 
all the gay companions of our former pleaſures fly our con- 
verſe, and zwe are 0 longer ſoeiety for any but the old 
aud grave; when melancholy faces only approach the dark - 
encd chamber; when! our itrength decays, all our ſpirits. 
languiſh, and death knocks at the heart; then it is that 
the idea of our paſt errors riſes in dreadful proſpect beſore 
the eyes of our imagination, and menaces eternal miſery. 
His mind, however; was ſomething more 2 al- 
ter the departure of the meſſenger, but his body had little 
or no relief e his 1 ; 
but did every thing in power to. comiort 1 u 4 and, 
— —-— — — 2 — 
ingroſſed his thoughts, gave him continual. aſſurances, 
that, if ſhe was ſo miſerable to ſurvive him, thoſe perſons, 
ſo near and dear to him, ſhould ſhare all her tenderneſs. 
The fellow, intruſt ed on this errand by Silvius, Went 


about it with a great deallof Alacrity, ng only as he fa, , 


his Maſter's peace (perhaps, his life) depended on the fucy,! 
ceſs of it, but alſo" as he had always thought what he had 
acted, with regard to Ariana, was treacherous and baſe. 


4 


i 


Having reached London, he firſt went to the midwife's 
houſe, — — he rated bitterly for her cruel uſage to a 
young lady, who, he ſaid, might Peak be diſcovered net 
tu be one of thoſe who proſtitute themſelves for hire, She 
made the beſt excuſes ihe could, delivering into his hands 
the letter, with the bill beforementioned in it. 
Thence he went to Sabina; but with what a torrent of 
abuſe and ſcurrility did he hear the reputation of the poor 
Ariana overwhelmed by this barbarous woman! and, when 
he endeavoured to put a ſtop to it, by telling her ſhe was 
his maſter's wife, and that - himſelf had been witnefs of 
the marriage, ſhe either did not, or pretended not to be- 
lieve one ſyllable of what he ſaid, but perſiſted in calling 
her vagabond, infamous ſtrumpet, and 5 the ee 
names * tyalice could invent. 
The man was ſhocked at- ber brutality, but, perceiving 
there — no intelligence to be gained from that quarter, 
took his leave, though not without telling ber his maſter, 
dg} be lived, would. reſent the treatment ihe, unjuſtly gave 
wiſe 


Where * to direct his ſearch. be. 1050 wholly at @ 


loſs: — He rambled over this large city and ſuburbs for. 4 


veral days, inquiring in every place he thought ſhe could 
you. be in, but could not hear the, leaſt tidings of her- 


e now began to fear, leſt, in that depth of mir ſhe had 
been plunged into, ſhe ſhould have fallen into deſpair, and 


ꝓut an " — her own. life, aud dee ſhe had no: longerpny 


meagy of  preſery 
Wich a mind Ne with cheſe Ireadfi * he {et _ 
on his return, almoſt dreading to ſee his maſter's face, as 


he was unable to give him any e of che objects 
be ſo greatly wiſhed to behold. 


ne ſufferings were, however, not yet arrived at 


their period; heaven thought fit to try her yet a linle, ar- 
ther, in order to render, her virtue more coufpicuous. 


While the ſervant of Silvius was ſearching for her, with 
honour, peace, aud plenty im his hand, ſhe vas. runny 
D 4 throug 
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through dangers, hardſhips, and ſorrows, which nothin 
but the ſupreme giver of courage, and her perfect conft- 
dence i in bim, could have enabled her to ſuſtain. 

Slow was the progreſs ſhe made in her long journey, 
not being able to travel more than five or fix miles in 2 
. whole day, though it was then fummer, and the-fun ruled 
three paris of the four and twenty hours. 

It would be endlefs to recount the many rebuffs ſhe 
met with, when craving any affiſtance to help her on her 
BO and the many difficulties fhe found in getting lodg- 

ing for herſelf and children, even though ſhe offered to 
pay for it before hand. Some few, indeed, were friendly 
to her; and, though, perhaps, they might conceive no 
good opinion of the cauſe of her — * yet the dif- 
treſs — ſaw her in, excited their charity, and, for 
their own fakes, made them — wants: A 5 4 

| Alternately ſhe ha pened among ſavages and chriſtians; 
but even the . 8 much influenced by appearauces, 
were very ſparing of their bonnty; and it would have been 
utterly impoſſible for her, weakened as ſhe was by hard 
living, and | the immenſe fatigue ſhe underwent, had not 
that Almighty Being, who, when we think him fartbeſt 
from us, 3s often neareſt to us with his aid, fnatched her, 
now, almoſt finking foul from the miſeries into which it 


bad ſo long been plunged, and gracioully* reien the ; 


rare it had tried. 

She had not reached quite half-way to the pisse where 
he wilted to be, before ſhe. became ſo weak, that ſhe ra 
ther crept than walked, and ſometimes was near falling. 
Unable to dopport the weight of the two children at once, 
ſbe would lay one. he. down, and carry the other a little fare 
therz then place that in the fame manner, and go back 


aud fetch him ſhe had left behind; by this means, though 


the eaſed her burden, ſhe increaſed her ſteps. 


Either a pebble, or kame piece of broken wy in the 
road, had cut-one of her feet; and ſhe ſat down undef 2 


Hedge, and pulled of ker hoe and ſtocking, where per- 
- ceiving 


. &« Ir Ig Ar tr A. 7 
ceiving the blood flowed pretty plentifully y, ſhe waſhed. it 
with her tears, and wh it wk a handkerchief ſhe took. - 
out of a little bag tied to her fide, and which contained 
all the * ſhe had for herſelf and infants. ... * 

Little did ſhe think any eye but that of heaven ſaw her 
in this employment, ll, having dreſſed her wound as 
well as ſhe "could, and giving ſuck to both the children, 
ſhe was preparing to proſecute her journey in the ſame- 


faſhion, but was hindered by a footman, who came run- 


ning haſtily acroſs the field towards her. 

As ſoon as he came near enough tobe heard by her, 
66 Stay, good woman ( (faid he) you ſeem to be in an ill 
* travel; my maſter and lady, who have ob- 
ſerved you, have ordered you ſhould come to their houſe 
and take ſome refreſhment.” . 

dhe lified up her hands and eyes to \ heaven, f in token of 
RT and ſaw (which before ſhe had not done) 
the back-part of a fine ſeat, which had a ſummer-houſe on 
the garden-wall, and directly oppoſite to the place where. | 
ſhe had been fitt 

The man took oth the children 3 and 
carried them for her; and ſhe followed, thoug 4 8 | 
very limping pace, through a little gate on the farther fide 
of the fields, which opened into the back-part of the hoſe. 

Ariana was then conducted into a parlour where fat a 

gentleman and a lady, both of a middle age, but who had 
„ rinted on their faces. The 
lady aſked. her ſeveral — — as whence the came? 


How far ſhe intended to travel, and the reaſon of her being 


reduced to fuch a miſerable fituation? To the two former 
Ariana anſwered. with plainneſs and fincerity ; but, as to 
the latter, only ſaid, many pdd.circumſtances had concur- 
red to render her ſo. The gentleman then ſaid: I up- 
poſe you have loft & your huſband, pe before the 2 
of theſe children,” No, fi, replied ſhe, I hope he is. 
my Weng, and that the ſame Gracious Power, which NF 

D 5 brought 


Would be fi 
mould arrive there much ſooner than ſhe could propoſe to 
do by the way ſhe had hitherto travelled ; and now all her 
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brought me ſo far on my way, vin, in the — rn 


me to him 


As they ebw ſhe fpoke wick fome' 3 545 
the marks of grief were burſting from her eyes, hey would 
rot trouble her with any farther queſtions, but ordered the 
footman to let the houſe-keeper Know it was their pleaſure 
this unfortunate ſtranger Thould have every Gig neceſſary 
for her refreſhment. © © 

Nothing could be performed with greater „pe 
than theſe commands; our fair wanderer found herſelf 
treated wich no leſs tenderneſs; than ſhe un "_ _ 


had ſhe been known for what ſhe wass. 


But che hoſpitality of theſe worthy e dd not ſtop- 
here: they would not fuffer her to k of proſecuting her 
journey in the manner ſhe had done; they informed her, 


that a waggon always paſſed by that road to the place the 


was going to, and that ſhe ſhould be put into it, with her 


children, and money given her” bed e the ke ex- 
bene. 1 5 


This was joyful news indeed to Aria not * as " 
ch an eaſe to her fatigue, but alſo that ſhe 


prayers to heaven were, thar ſhe might Fr Silvius at her 
arrival. 3 he happen to have left his ſeat, and 
gone to London, while I have been Furſuing him with 
theſe wear eps ( (ſaid ſhe to berſelf) it would be the ex- 


tremeſt malice of my fate, and 411 L o long fofferod 


be but the b giuning of a e 200574 477% ut wol 

But theſe tuo g thon ly juſt' faſhed upon her 
ahd were gone. Ihk would won or a way to nothing which. 
Gontd render her unworthy of — Meer by 


diſtruſting it; and, reſolute to be always chankfl for the 
good, aid ts endure with patience: Al the ins it ſhould in. 
fit, "brought her mind into chat Happ compoſure, which 
& incapable of Join. alf Fes N il Lift 

"The 


meaner ſo 


« — . tet 
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' . The third day after her arrival at this afylum was that 

bo which — uſuall —. came by; but little did ſhe 
e 


think ſhe was much nearer the accompliſſunent of her-wiſh- 


es, than her moſt ee hopes could r her 
with, 


How wanderful; — myſterious - are — ways of bea 


ven! by , what unſeen, ungueſſed at means are gend 


me greateſt events brought about rea 

' She roſe early in the morning, to give 2> ale pubis be 
the ſervants as poſſible, and came down ſtairs. As they 
were preparing her breakfaft, and ſhe was fitting with one 
infant in her lap, and the other lying near her on a 1 
ſtool, a ſootman came haſtily in, and called the butize, 
ing, John, here's — at the gate.” L 

low ran haſtily, and 2 / bringing 2 per- 
ſon with him, whoſe face riana thought ſhe . was ac. 
quainted with; but, on — — 


2 k, — it was no other than 


him who had aſſiſted at her-matriage, and A 
ſed upon her as a country gentleman. 

- A thouſand various thoug hts.at once-afailed her; to ſee 
before her eyes a perſon — ſo well knew the truth of her 
engagements with Silvius, and, at the ſame time, to ſee 
him in a character ſo widely different from what ſhe could 
have expected, raiſed in her fuch confuſed emotions as her 
ſpirits were unable to ſuſtain, and ſhe fainted away. 


Ihe ſervants running to her aſſiſtance made the ſtranger 


turn his eyes that way; but, good god! What was his 
aſtoniſnment, his joy, when, in the face of this fair at- 
flicted, be perceived; the features of her he had with ſo 
much pains, — ſearching after! all the time they were 
bringing her to herſelf, and ſome moments after her n 
-ery, he. was unable to utter any thing but acclamationt 
tranſport; and ſhe herſelf was the firft to gain — 
mind to inquire about Silvius. He chen gave ber a brief 
detail of the anxiety of his maſter 's enbae ker ad be 
-patience the good old lady Ds to embrace her and 


r h — 


4 * * x N A 
two grand- children; of the fruitleſs inquiries he had made 
for her all over London, and how ho was returning, with 
a heart oppreſſed with grief, when he was ſo fortunate 
10 — bis 365. 6am A 24 , 
Though Ariana did not comprehend iy whole affuir, 
oe gathered -enough, by what he faid, to know that 
eaven had been working great things in her favour. - / 
I be eelaireiſſement, however, of her quality and con- 
dinon was plain enough to all Who heard 3 irz but one of 
the:maids, who had taken a particular fancy to her, was 
ſo tranſported at it, that e could not forbear running in to 
her lady, and acquainting her with what had paſſed, The 
lady herſelf was aftoniſhed at fo extraordinary an event, and, 
impatient to be confirmed, fent for Ariana, and the ſer- 
= 2 ons whoſe maſter ee, an woe 
with. 
» After having gratified wi Er 45 to the utmoſt, and 
hearing the dangerous fituation of Silvius's health, ſhe 
no time was to be loſt, and therefore told Ariana 
ſhe ſhould have her coach and fix immediately got ready, 
which, as . roads were ooch would Nanny her ne 
waar night. 
E — — meks de mien of the 
one part, and the acknowledgments of the other. Ir is 
eaſy to ſuppoſe 
caſion. :I-ſhall only ſay, that the lady would compel 
Ariana to exchange the habit ſhe had on for a rich one of 
her owns. She 470 r up 
in fine mantlesz and, as ſoon as every thing was ready, 
they ſet — attended by the W275 own woman nenn 
— and a ſervant on horſeb ac. 
No ill accident intervening, — about the duſk 
of the evening at the ſeat of Silvius, where Ariana had the 


infinite rat Rion to find herſelf received with the ex- 


tremeſt rr e 
bon erte ber- e F ITE 
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they were propen:to the / perſons and oe- 
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. firſt 6 ve of her goodneſs was- to 
e noble preſents to — attended her. She alſo 
wrote a letter to the lady, full of acknowledgments of che 
favours ſhe had conferred on her daughter-in-law and 
rand-children, and intreating' ſhe would accept of the 
mall token of her gratitude ſhe had incloſed in it, which 
was indeed a diamond ring. of confiderable value. 

- Aid s happineſs — have been now com had 
Silvius's ſtate of bodily health been equal to that of his 
mind; but, alas! his mortal eee exhauſted, 
and the lamp of life near being extinguiſhed on her 
arrival, Great precautions were taken, left what he moſt 
defired ſhould prove fatal to him; they did not, therefore, 
inform him all at once that ſhe was come, yet, when he 
ſaw her, he fell into faintings alarming to all preſent, 

It would be impoſſible to deſeribe the concern which 
overwhelmed her tender heart, and what a mixture ef de- 
light and grief ſhe felt at the marks, he gave, of an un- 

ed affection at ſeing herſelf and children. | 

Perceiving within himſelf, however,” that” his date '6f 
— expired, he ordered his will w be made; 
in which he ſettled five hundred pbunds a- year, mo N 
of jointure, on his dear wife; fix thouſand | 
portion fer his youngeſt ſon, with ſome other few legacies 
and the bulk of. his eſtate on the firſt born of Ariana, + 

His worldly affairs being thus ſettled to his mind,” ** N 
2 —. imtirely to a future ſtate, and 41 

days, v poſed and full of re Fi 

"= 4 l cont not but be affliting ———— 
well as to his mother; but both — Shy, | 
were too well acquainted with their duty not ta ſubmit 
to the will of heaven; ſo that I ſhall only fay, that, after 
the firſt emotions were nn ende v — 
ſole the other. N 4 

Our Heroine, indeed, gave the woelt prove of her a. | 
fe&ion,; by forming and preſerving in a-refolution-never'ts 
Xnowe a ſecond bed, and by the care of his childrew/sladite q 
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Exition; who promiſe to be hereafter ſhining examples, that, 
in an age abounding with vice and _ it is not * 2 
fible to vs wile and wrath ble 


bas WnI- M- 1 gf $f ee 4 
WH \Dhongh plung'd ; in in, andexertie'd ; in care} 
e never let the — mind deſpair; o ⁹h. ian 


For bleffinps always wait on virtuous deeds, 
4 n though a 1 a ſure wat ore 
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N. che ancient — Seville —— the i1tuftrious umi 
ot Gomes, which boaſted many kings and ſovereign 
ced in theiranceſtry, The lovely Ximena was —.— 

to the then count of that name. Her perſonal 
Sharm, though they eclipſed the beauty of all the fair Se- 
villians, were far inferior to her mental accompliſhmems. 
She united the elegance of the graces, with the higheſt de- 
gree of ſenſe, ſpirn, and fortitude. She ſeemed deſtined by 
nature for deſigns ſuperior to her ſex, and wanted nothing 

ä ta diſplay the perfect heroine. 
Diega, wbo was alſo: of an ancient and noble fa- 
— and had greatly fignalized himſelf in the ſervice of 
his conntry, i ſided likewiſe in the ſame city. The moſt 
perſe&: harmony ſubſ ſted between him and don Gomez, and 
a future alliance between their families was by every one 
expettcd, Don Diego was, at thiũ time, ſomewhat ſtriek- 
enw'years5 but hechad a ſon, ealledRoderigo, who inhe+ 
—— and was as emulous of glory ag any of 

hu renowned predeceſſors, 


Roderigo 


ͤ— — > > — — 
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Roderigo was, in perſon, 4 moſt amiable youth, whoſe, 
genius was as lively as his diſpoſition, and. who. had made 
a rapid progreſs in the bellerlenes and the haters; 28 
word, he was an accompliſhed. gentl Th. 
Seville were all emulous of mak ing a 
ful Roderi go; but his heart was — dilpaſed 0 tothe | 
— — An early and infantine atgachment 
to this worthy: young lady, had prec luded the effects of all 
the artillery that was planted againſt him by the rival: ladies 
of Seville. Tbey had imbibed the ſeeds 1 love erg they... | 
knew its nature; heir fond hearts panted ſor each, ocher at | 
a time-they were ignorant of the foros of ſympaby, or Ahe. | 
ſmalleſt n _— Co 
ſeemed — defined; dor cach other 3 and fortune had... 

hicherth, favoured ſo and amiable an union. | 

All Seville was long inted with their AIR}. - | 
and the ladies eantented themſelves with envying her they | 
could not riyal. If Roderigo's merit had ſo much attr 
ed rhe attention oi the fair,” Kichene's uncommon: beany 
and accompliſhments had nut leſs diſturbed the male ſex, and, 
Raderigo — of rivals the ſoremoſt af hom 
was don Sancho, Who imagined his rickes and family eon 


7 1am entitled him to Ximena's heart, in e 1 
En 


In Aensst ſcales ſhe weighed their Alkerent barks 8 
as, nothing mercenary or vepal, could approach her ſoul, 5 
neither was. i e — falle 9 Koderiel 
gos virtues, in her eye, urpaſſed s boaſted. . 

_ pretenfiois; and the more he infiſted vpn Shen. che * 
their tinge worth diminiſhed. bai & A. Ae 

15, then, his mt Wend zbig, rd, found Nis 
ſlightly grounded, the breaſt of Rolerigo could not. 

— — — . : 
exchange for a heart which, to him, appeared N f 
The day of their nuptials was appointed, and all the ne- 
: egi preparations were making to celebrate them, in a 
manner 
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artended with a moſt 


64* RODERIGO' AND XIMENA. 
manner ſuitable to the dignity of an alliance between two 
much gebie houſes./ 7 7 5,0 +2 


"At this erifis an ont wie! nila; dats — age 


conſequences, not only — ones but -o—xt 


"The king appointed don Diego governor to the prince 
of Cale; which poſt on Gome — thinking his 
valour and paſt ſervices entitled bim io it. The jealouſy - 
which this nomination excited in the breaft of don Gomez 
was ſo chat it burſt forth in bitter regroaches againſt 


don upon: their next interview; - 'Their altercation / 


kao oP ſuch a height, and ſuch opprobrious words 
eſcaped them, that, at lengt don Gomez was ſo much en- 


raped chat he ftruck don e er bis — the other 
was *© unworthy of — 


«raſh old man, ſhall have its reward,“ — words of 
« don Gomez, eral py giving bim this manual in- 


ſult; © | Arden Þ; wer 
| Don Diego eee ee ens den he dee f. 


but, though aretz ess and poſſeſſed of uncommon 
of which he Had given repeated proofs, the diſpa- 


4 of their age and vigour was ſo great, that his feeble arm 


was compelled to ſubmit; and, being — was neceſ- 
ſitated to beg his life. 

2 Gomez mighi triumph ar this viddery; bees. 

not ſuffered Jong to e 


| Diego conſidered his ſon as the only inſtrument left him to 


dair His injured honour, and ſou ght him for that purpoſe. 
Heopents — — If he had a heartꝰ 


To which, Roderigo replied, Any other than my father 


ſnould be inſtantly Nee of it.” The old man was 


pleaſed at bis mettle in his ſon, confi, it as a:fayour- | 
= en the execution of ide con 1 he intended 
54 | 4 2 il E 1 x} an; — ; 
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RODERIGO AND XE MINA. 63 
Diego now acquainted Roderigo with the! inſult he had 
received, bim did not yet inform him of the perſon that 
had given it. Roderigo's impatienee was ſoon exhauſtedz 
and, unable to let his father expariate long upon the valour 
and renown of their antagoniſt, he abruptly aſked his name, 
that no time might be loſt in the reparation: that was ſo ne- 
eeſſary. But Diego ſtill continued his eulogiums, till Ro- 
derigo's ardotir compelled his father to ſay it was NI 
mena's father.” Roderigo's ſurprize atthis-inteHigerice'cans 


not be expreſſed in words; for he, faultering, attempted to 


repeat, Nimena's father!“ but was debarred the power 
of utteranee. 1 ret $35 ET, on ke h lo 
In this ſituation Diego left Roderigo, aſter exhorting bim 


to let no eonſideration deter him from vindieating their ho- 
nour. Roderigo being alone, he fell into a profound medi- 


tation upon ſo unexpected a ſtroke,” which baffled all bis 
hopes, baniſhed all his promiſed joys, and opened to his view 


a ſcene of bloodſhed and miſery. He ſau, on the one hand 
indelible ſhame, and the loſs of that honour which was dears - 


er to him chan life, = On the other, the death” of himielf, 
or of one who was his ſecond futher; and, by loſing him, 


Buch a ſituation it were impoſſible for the pen of = Shilbs> 
22 r * might touch the von- 
ict of the | various agitated "paſſions — 1h Tbs ; 


t 
reven e, deſpair, 'each by turns prevailing E the 


till fall ort of the tortures of Roderigo's brenſt. 


The powerful ſtruggle of love, at length, ſubmittedis 


the tyranny of honour,” and he ſoughr don Gomez; to have 


that ſatisfactioſ which was due to his father and to himſelf; 


At this interview, don Gomez, endeavoured to diſſuade him 
from his deſign; telling him be could obtain no glory in 
vanquiſhing fo youthful an adverſary: but, finding Rode- 
rigo reſolved upon his purpoſe; the count ſeemed to approve 
of his-noble valour, and attended him. 


Don Gomez fell; and his daughter, upon receiving this 
dreadful news, immediately flew: to the king, and moſt pa- 
| | | thetically 
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66 RODERIGO AND xIM ENA. 


thetically derten juſtice. for her father's blood; whilſtdori 
Diego, who was preſent, defended his ſon's candy, ſay- 


in 8. All the blaue was his ſhare;” and begged that N 


© mena might be ſatisfied at the expence of his life,” 


The tremendous ſituation of Roderigo, after ſuch a deed, 


to overwhelmed, him, chat be knew not whither to fly, or 
where to hide himſelf; but that magnet which had ever at- 


trated him, inſenſibly drew him to Diego's houſe. He no 


ſooner appeared before. Ximena's confidante, than ſhe: voci- 
feriouſly,upbraided him with the murder, teſtify ing her ſur- 
prize-at his preſumption in mak ing an aſylum of the houſe 


of the dead: to which he, in conſternation, replied, + He 
dd but ſeek for chat hich he had vonferred - that his 
Judge was: his love, his Ximena ; and chat he came 39 


ſopplicate, as a ſovereign good, the decree from ber m_— 


* the firoke from her and.” 


He was, however; perſuaded to conceal bim, upon 
ber entering with don Sancha, his rivalz who endeavoured 
to inſignts her to the moſt unlimited revenge. 

„ Updn Sancho t retifings: finding: berſal de £5; 


ing teſtified her pungent ſprrow fur theloſs of her father, 
the' acknowledged that he fill adored Roderigo; but, ne- 
vertheleſs, conchuded; that the honour of her u family, 2 
ber own reputation, ber to purſue him 

2 to her than her own, and, ane, 
when forſeited, would bo-bit A . _ ber own deftrne- 


- Boden? ii tf ae te ov ys 


9 Roderigo- was uhable, bag, Fi danced - bimſalf 
3 this declaration, but, hre forth, threw bimſelf at 


her fert, hilft her amazement. kept pace with ber terrors. 


A maſt tender, s moſt moving, 2 moſt melancholy. ſcene, 


| took Face. i To'behold-allover, a huſband, the murderer of 


» father, unitect in the mam ſbe idoliz eil; whom ſhe: withed 
What language was 
fie! a ue In what ternis obuld ſnhe expreſs herſelf ? 
Thats and mutual fighs for a long time ſupplied the place 


3 n of 


bar her eonſutante, Ibe bpengd her mind to ber; and, after 
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of ſpecoh. At length. rquzed : from this melanchol yiſt o 
ſhe bid him fly,. nor wait that Juſtice 15 whic] h N ende 

and which, Ihen obtained, A LA Pur an nevi 5 
tence a ant. berſelf. 

At this period an uhenpected opportunit 0 bor” 
Rodexigo to fignalize himſelf in the deſenee 4 his country. 
A deen fleet Ot the Ws landed great nun 

Tak of, 1 


ace . £ 5 5 | 757 lik. 
more gene ez a¹ ed u ; 

ing PAY "He repulſed the Moors, tosk their = 
1 aud, upon his return to caurt, eie thanks 


f bis { 
L Thi e de he "had dons to the fie! the king. 


thought ficient, a ate tongment; for. tax. the life Gomez; „but 
bas zu AER W e uſtice; wh 55 Wen 95 
leng » agr 22 combat wary. 
hip e Wee Ke be entitled ics | 
5 bn Abe 2 | had * with) 95 % f. * . 
he 2 her elfe be hal with ſhould ma 25 
confider the wound he received as. — from her Ll 
though, bethought b 
from her. Upo 


want of courage, and foretold the loſs of his N * re- 
putation by ſuch a puſillanimous conduct. But theſe re- 
monſtrances Rad no effect upon him, hee Hill perſevering 
the defi of ruſhing upon his adyerfary's ſword; till 1 the, 
at» intreated him to defend his 2 
to this combat was only to have a pretext for forgiving 
him. AMA AKT AAN 

Don Sancho De 2 from the field with 


bs get Woe ene 8 5 of which Ximens gon 
thinkin her. Roderigo h fall 
rohis rival, whe tbe —— 


* 


k as bir agreeing / = 
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tehdetneſs and love for bim. But this being only a kita 
gem, to prompt her to give theſe teſtimonies of her affec- 
tion, ſhe found her Nals mill alive and victor. And; 
as fach, he bad inforced the * condition of don San- 
clio's ating this part to favour his deſign... i 

' It would f have been In vain for her any longer to dae 
difſembled her fondneſs for her Roderigo, or that ſhe W. 
inclinable to forgive him. The king profited by her — 
ſent favourable diſpofition to bring about an entite recoheili- 
ation. Their nuptials were, however, once more, defer- 
red, 2s his preſenee was ey judged neceſſary to oppoſe 
the Moors, who had made another deſcent upo 1 the coaſt, f 
in hopes of reſcuing their captive king. | 

© The Moots were routed: and Roderigo 9 wo | 
ville, to lay his-lawrels at bis Ximena's Ks, Their mar- 


in the preſenc ee of che king and Vis whole cht. 
Th happy pair, after having, for a long time, been the 


ſport of fortune, were now examples of fondneſs n alibe- 


don; and lived to ſee their 1 as much efteemed as | 
them(clves, the kings of Arragon apd Navarre thinking it 
an honour to be a to 8 ee . 
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when dur misfortunes ap appear to erke ate, th 

are dei on the very point of diſtolution; at 
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times, by fortitude we relieve. our calamities; but by deſ- 
pondency we iucreaſe them, and, for the moſt part, render 


them irreparable. 


The cheyalier Beauclair — by nature, humane, juſt 


and generous; he even prevented the ſupplications of his 
unhappy brethren; it was enough for him to ſuſpect them 
to be in diſtreſa, to make him anxious to relieve them, By 


thus D gifts of fortune, he made himſelf dear 
to mankind; while he made others happy, he was 
himſelf wretched, In the midſt of riches and of grandeur, 


he found a horrid vacancy in his heart. Love and friend- 


dit could alone fill that vacaney; but love and friendſhip 


had both betrayed him: his miſtreſs was perfidious, and 
the man whom he had retrieved from poverty and diſgrace 
becauſe he appeared _—_ 


* 
to be worthy of a better fate, and in 
whom he hoped to have found a friend, proved an un- 

traitor: this wretch, whom he had introduced to 
the miniſter, in order to ſucceed in an affair of importance 
2 had deeply wounded the honour of his bene- 


Overwhelmed by this ſtroke, and a prey to a melan- 
choly that was natural to him, and which was increaſed 


by this perfidy, the chevalier went out of his hotel by a 
private door; the night was already far advanced, he 


walked with haſty. ſtrides through the ſtreets of Paris; 


the ſolitude and obſcurity of the night, added to the gloom 
of his diſpoſition : incapable any longer of ſupporting the 
load of; exiſtence, a prey to chagrin, a burden to himſelf, 
and loathing the: converſe of mankind, among whom be 
found nothing but envy or .perfidy, death appeared to him 
to be his only hope, his conſolation, his aſylum; this idea, 
dark and fatal, ſeemed to ſuſpend the diſtreſs with which 
he was agitated; ſeduced by this placid deceiver, he com- 
pared his ſoul. to a captive, impatient. of his chains, and 
who at laſt beholds the day that is to ſet him free. His 
determination. was inſtantaneous; he perceived a ftreet that 
led tothe Seine; he turned haſtily down it, and was m_ 
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ed to find His wen eine) Inbreaſe, i prop ti n as he 

- approached the river. | - A 
Deſpair had pointed out che ſame route to garden df 


the: iy: named Durand. The chevalier and the mer- 


- chant met, and joſtled each other ;' the poignaiit reflections 
wich which their minds were agitated, and the darkneſs of 
che night, had prevented them from ſeeing one another; 


_ | their rencounter Was #ttehded With an impatience, med 


with reſentment: à few” ſtinutes after ey met again; 
- wrapt in their reveries, they could not bear to be inter- 
rupted; they each reprodched; Wich 4 kind of indignation, 
the obſtruckion they mutually gave. Preſently they per- 
* that they both purſued the ſame route; the prefenee 

e e the other; + they would Nee no 


| . — s of their actions; each endeavoured to rid himſelf 


of 4 troubleſome companion; the fame idea naturally in- 
©Jpired' the fame conduct; they haſtened their pace to diſ- 


| 1 themſelves; they turned down the fame' Rrerts, went 
_ *throuvgh the tame paſſages; uncl at laſt topped, with aſto- 


niſhment and rage, at not being able to get clear of each 
other. The che valier could not conceive why this ſtrang- 
perſiſted to follow him; and the merchant, who, by 

8 er of che lamps, perevived the embroidery o 
"the knight's cloaths, 'could not ſuſpect him of hatbontllg 
the fante fatal intention; each began to ſuſpect the other bt 
'2 dehi — aſlafſinate Um. They interrogated each other 

baftily, 3 roughly. 

At {Be ey came to che end of the Pont Neu: the 
chevalier welt firſt to the fide of the rivgr, and emed to 
meaſure with his eye the part into which he ſhould throw 
himſelf; but it did not appear to be thete ſufficiently deep; 
he continued 20 route: Bea who had made he ſame 
, obſervation, is continually at his heels. They come to 
che middle 'of che bridge, they both ſtop to give time for 
che troubleſpme follower to go by: at Taft; anxious to be 
alone, and each impatient to fee the other remain motion- 
let, 12 began to end and to menace each other, 
6c Why 
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% Why do not you purſue your way ?” ſays the ehevalier; 
6 Why do not you purſue ys fays the merehant 
« mine ends here” — and ſo does mine,” — “ What mo- 
tive can you have for ſtopping at this place?” ſays Beaus 
clairg What is that to you?” ſays Lurand, with a fury 


inſpired by deſpair; © would you till” add to the load of 


my diftreſs, by preventing me from ſhaking it off? by 
every queſtion you aſk me, you inereaſe my misfortune; 


you prolong my exiſtence and my miſery; I am not come 


here to lament them, I am come to put an end to them. 
He had no ſooner pronounced: theſe words, than he at 
tempted to throw himſelf into the river. The chevalier, 


though poſſeſſed wich the ſame deſign, ſeized him in his 


arms} Durand ſtruggles to diſengage himſelf: he treats, 


he threatens, by turns; Beauclair ftill holds him faſt; and 


defires to know the reaſon of his deſpair: a ſympathizing 
diſpofition made him earneſt" to be aequainted with it; he 
ſolemnly aſſures him, that, if his motives be juſt, he will 
not prevent him; he does not even conceal from him that 
he alſo has taken the ſame reſolution. Durand, tired with 
the efforts that he had made, and finding ſome conſola- 
tion in the regard that is ſhewn to him, no longer coms 
plains of the violenee that has been offered him, but in the 
following manner juftifies his reſolution?n: : 

It is from the height of happineſs that T have been 
thrown- into chat abyſs of miſery in which you now fee 


me; the remembrance of my paſt felicity renders my pre- | 


ſent misfortunes the more inſupportable. UnexpeRted loſ- 
ſes have diſtracted my affairs, and have ever taken ſrom 
me the hopes of ever retrieving them z they have prevented 
me from making good my payments. I have hithertb held 
an honourable” rank in commerce; my probity,” my 

eity, my fincerity, my punctuaſity, have been held in che 
higheſt eſteemz I have been dited as a pattern among mera 
chants : to-morrow all this pleaſing reputation is gore: 
in my misfortuties 1 ſhall involve the fate of others; it 
is me alone that they will accuſe "45 te tauſe ef - theit 


miſery: 
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miſery :- my innocence will be forgot; by being wretched 
I ſhall be deemed guilty, and ſhail be toaded with the pub- 
lic ſcorn. A brave man, fir, may comfort himſelf under 
misfo: tunes, but can he bear public diſgrace? To live un- 
der it is to deſerve t A wife, whom I tenderly love, and 
who has hitherto been the joy and ſolace of my lifez and 
= daughter, an only child; are on the paint of being in- 
volved in the deepeſt miſery : buried in a priſon I can only 
lament their wrongs; and the-incapacity to relieve their 
misfortunes will augment my own. Thou faithful, wife, 


and dear, unhappy child, how can I behold the tears ſtream 


from your eyes, when I am not able to dry them up? I 
have left them, fir, plunged in the deepeſt grief; I come 
from mixing my' tears with theirs z. and trembling I for- 
ced myſelf from them — It was in their arms I took the 
reſolution to periſn. I tore myſelf from them by violence, 
under pretence of making freſli efforts. Their groans at 
parting have pierced my heart — Alas they little think 
that they have received my laſt embrace — They never 
will ſee me more — I endeavoured to inſpire them with 
a hope to which I am a ſtranger myſelf; perhaps they may 
enjoy the illuſion; it may afford them a momentary 
relief but it will ſoon be over. At this moment I appear 


to myſelf as the cauſe to them of freſh horror and miſery; 


but, when the appointed hour of return 1s paſt — when they 
ſhall learn thar—O! fir, ſuffer me to deli ver myſelf from 
theſe torturing reflectionss. „ 

This diſcourſe filled the breaſt of the chevalier Beauclair 
with ſympathic compaſſion, horror and confufion : he again 
elaſps M. Durand in his arms, and cries with vehemence, 
No! thou ſhalt not die! thou ſhalt live for a wife by 
whom thou art beloved, and a daughter to whom thou 
oweſt thy ſupport. I thank heaven. for this rencounter! 
quit this fatal deſign; it is by no means neceſſary in your 
circumſtances; the loſs of ſubſtance is not irreparable; 
your evils may find a remedy, mine ean have none — hi- 
ther am I come with a determination to end my life, ye 

wW 
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will I defer it for a little while — till I have retreĩved your 


tranquillity; and I ſhall then carry with me to the grave, 


the pleaſing conſolation of having made one man more 


happy :- you ſhall be laſt, May my memory be ſtill dear 
to you! and may you ſometimes lameut my fate! come 
follow mez your wife and your daughter ſtill ſigh for 
your return: it is time to dry up the ſource of- their tears. 
Come and receive from me what will ratify your engage- 
ments. Theſe moments are precious to me. The night 
is already far ſpent; and, before it be day, I muſt put an 
end to your diſtreſs and my own life.” Durand remained 
fixed with aftonaiſhment and ſurprize. He was unable to 
determine if he were ſtill awake, or whether it were not 
the flattering illuſions of a dream; he was even terrified with 
the thoughts, of waking again to miſery; he regarded the 


chevalier with admiratiou and diſtruſt: agitated, ſometimes 


by hope, and ſometimes by deſpair, he was unable to form 
any determination. At laſt, however, he is perſuaded by 
the chevalier to follow him; he conducts him to his hotel; 
they enter together; the knight takes him up to his cham- 
ber, where opening a ſcrutoire, he takes out actions, or 


| bonds of the India company, to a very large amount; he 


put them all into the merchant's hands. Durand no-long- 


er doubts of his good fortune; but the violence of his ſur- 


prize deprived him of the power of ſpeech: his filerice, 
however, was ſtrongly expreſſive. His heart that was op- 
preſſed by a load of grief, is relieved at once; it ſeems to 
expand itſelf; the powers of life again poſſeſs it. He re- 
covers his ſpeech, and talks, at once, in incoherent ſen- 


tences, of joy, of gratitude, and of his family; he ex- 


amines the benefaction that the knight had made him; his 
admiration increaſes; he would return a part, for he finds 


it much more than ſufficient to, ſupply his wants: the ge- 


nerous knight compels him to keep the whole. Ill for- 
tune,“ ſays he, may again purſue you, and then it will 
not be in my power to afſiſt you: I cannot employ my for- 
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tune to ſo good a purpoſe : by you I am confident it will 
not be diffipated z and to me it is uſeleſs.” 
This laſt expreſſion pierced the ſenfible heart of Du- 
rand; he begs of heaven to reſtore peace to the generous 
| foul of his benefactor; to relieve him from his deſpair; 
| | and to make him ſenſible of that happineſs which he con- 
1 ferred on others. The defign of the chevalier now appears 
Yi horrible to the merchant, he intreats him to abandon it. 
W „So much dignity of ſoul, ſo much virtue and humanity, 
1 | . ought it not to remain as an example among mankind?” 
1 He conjures him either to live, or to take back what he 
l bad given him, and he would periſh with him. The chev- 
} alier reminds him of his family, and of the duty he owes 
them; Durand weeps and falls at his feet. 

During theſe tender altercations the night was gone by; 
the ſun was already riſen; his light was diſguſtful to Beau- 
clair, he regretted the departed night; he accuſed Durand 
of making him loſe the moſt favourable ſeaſon. © I have 

done,“ ſays Durand: & you are determined, and I muſt 
ſubmit: but before you execute this dreadful reſolution, 
permit me to intreat of you one more favour; a favour more 
dear to me than all your wealth. My dear chevalier, I 
beg but one day's reſpite, one ſingle day; grant me but 
that and it will be the moſt precious of all my future days: 
permit me to ſhew to my family my benefactor and m 
preſerver; vouchſafe to receive the grateful modern 1. | 
ments of thoſe who will owe to you all their future hap- i 
pineſs. Enjoy with me one day of that happy life which | 
you have given me; be a witneſs of it: your preſence will 
augment it: permit me to preſent to my wife and daughter, 
him to whom they owe a huſband and a father. The joy 
of three grateful hearts, which you, fir, have made happy, 
is an object worthy of your regard.” 

The chevalier could not ref. theſe entreaties, The 
diſcourſe of Durand warmed him inſenſibly; ſo much af. 
fection was yet pleaſing to him: he rejoiced to have found 


it fo late: on the brink of the grave he was willing to be. 
hold 
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hold a virtuous family before he deſcended into it. He 
followed the ſteps of M. Durand; enjoining him at the 
ſame time to a religious obſervance of filence with regard to 
the irrevocable determinations he had made, 


The wife and the daughter of Durand had paſſed the 


n whole night in tears, and with inceflant ſupp — to 
rs heaven, to ſupport a father and a huſband in the midſt of 
t. his diſtreſs; — to alleviate their miſeries. They dared 
y. not even aſk for a total change of fortune, for that was be- 
* yond all hope. In the midit of grief and terror, againſt 
he which reaſon is but a poor defence, they ſaw the day ap- 
v. pear, and Durand was not yet te Yo freſh horrors poſ- 
es ſeſfed their minds; they heard a. ſlight noiſe in the paſ- 
ſage, and ran trembling towards the door, when —— 
y; and the chevalier entered; but their minds were ſo diſtract- 
oY ed that they did not perceive the ſtranger; their eyes were 
nd inſtantly fixed on Durand, ſeeking in his looks their fu- 
we ture hope or deſpair. 4 
uſt Durand immediately ruſhed into their arms, 6 Joy! 
on, joy!“ he cried aloud; “ our griefs have all an end! give 
ore fervent” thanks to heave and fall with me on your knees 
I before this our guardian angel, the author of all our hap- 
but pineſs“ They inſtantly threw themſelves. at the feet of 
ys: their benefactor; it was in vain that the chevalier endea- 
my voured to prevent them; he offered to raiſe them up; they 
ge- ſeized his hands and bathed them with tears: the cheva- 
ap- lier himſelf could no longer reſtrain his tears: nothing 


ich was to be heard but confuſed ſounds, inarticulate words, 


will unfiniſhed ſentences — but theſe efforts of ſpeech touch the 


heart more ſenfibly, than the moſt finiſhed periods Ge- 


band— my father—my life.“ 
The chevaliex now. firſt experienced the real value of 
life: never before had he felt ſuch tender and delicate ſen- 


an enjoyment of which he had been hitherto i ignorant; his 
* though pierced with grief, was yet capable of joy: 
E 2 he 
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nerous fir! — noble chevalier! —you have nd my huſ-. 


{ations : he was pleaſed to find that he had lived to obtain 
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/ 
he reflected with a ſecret pleaſure on his own conduct; for 
He knew that the truly virtuous man is happy in the prof. 
rity-of others: his beneficence is its own reward, M. 
ne was foreed to leave this affecting ſcene to run where 


| his indiſpenſable obligations called him; and wherever he 


went he declared his ſudden felicity: glad would he have 
been to have made known to all the —_ his obligation 
and his gratitude: every one lamented his paſt diſtreſs, 
and rejoiced in his preſent happineſs. His impatience, to 
return gave wings to his diſpatch, and he flew to the arms 


of his benefactor and his — The chevalier ſeemed to 


be tranſported into a new world; among celeſtial ſpirits, 
The behaviour of Durand and his wife filled him with ad- 
miration; and his looks, for a long time together, re- 
mained fixed on mademoiſelle Louiſa, their daughter: the 


tears that ſhe had ſhed, had rendered her features, natur- 


ally beautiful, more delicate and captivating; and her un- 
affected and ardent expreſſions of gratitude, had filled the 
heart of the chevalier with a joy mixed with woe: every 
circumſtance was flattering and intereſting, There is no 
object in nature ſo pleaſing and affecting to a benevolent 
man, as the virtue he inſpires. 

The day paſſed rapidly away; the hour of eternal ſepar 


tion drew nigh: Durand ſaw it approach with horror; Th 


would have given his life to have kept it back: even Beau- 
clair himſelf could not behold it without regret; his eyes, 
that, a ſhort time before, ſhone with gladneſs, were now 
covered with a thick cloud. Durand, whoſe looks were 
fixed upon his benefactor, beheld the ſudden change, and 
knew the dark ideas that poſſeſſed his mind: unable longer 
to contain himſelf, with a deep figh, he cries, “ ſhall 
then never bebold you mors?® and the tears ſtole down 


his cheeks, Louiſa, had marked the emotion in her fa- 
ther's countenance, and ſaw his tears and his earneſt looks 
at the chevalier, who at that moment had reſolved imme- 
diately to quit the houſe; when turning her eyes towards 


him, and ** the diſtraction in his looks, ſhe cries 28 
wi 


CEEV üer a- 


with terror and amaſement, O! | my father! — Chev- 
alier! — what ſudden evil?” — © It is too much,” ſays 
Durand — ** I cannot bear this horrid ſecret that weighs 
upon my heart, No! chevalier, I can no longer eonceab 
it. Alas! my wife — my dear child—if you knew — 
if you had ſeen me the laſt night bowed down by mis- 
fortune — reduced to the moſt horrid ſtate. — Alas: you 
little think how far my miſery had. overcome my reaſon; 
a blind deſpair had driven me to the brink of the river — E 
was juſt going —- O! my dear wife! my child!” 

His wife and daughter, crying out, caught him in thetr 
arms, and weeping over him, held him faſt; yet trembling 
at a danger that was paſt. | | 

It is not for me that you ſhould weep,” ſays Durand. 
„Noz weep for the chevalier, our benefactor; it is he 
that faved me from that precipice, down which he is now 
_ ready ta plunge himfelf, — He quits us inftantly to run to 
a ſudden death, — My dear chevalier, my friend, my pre- 
ſerver, it was proyidenge that directed our ſteps; to you 
it was appointed to preſerve my life, and doubtleſs' for me 
a like ofbce is defigned. — My wife, my daughter, join 
their prayers with mine. O! fir, hear the entreaties of 
affectionate and grateful hearts; it is in the name of your 
benefactions, that we conjure you to live; do not poiſon 
chat happineſs which you have given us, we will renounce 
it if you forſake us; defigned by nature as a noble exam - 
ple to mankind, do not blaſt it by deſpair: remember, fir, 
that there are yet many whom it is in your power to com- 
fort and ſupport; can you abandon them? can you caſt 
off thoſe virtues which heaven has beſtowed upon you?” 
| Theſe words were accompanied with many tears, while 
Madame Durand ſtrongly enforced by her looks all that 
her huſband had expreſſed; but Louiſa ſtill more forcibly, 
taking the chevalier by the hand, and looking tenderly 
at him, ſays, Will you die, fir! — Alas, 4 what can 
have poſſeſſed you with that frightful reſolution ? — But if 
you muſt die, chevalier, would you had died hefore you 
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came hither = T ſhould then have lamented my denefactor 
but I ſhould not have known him.” The chevalier had 


hitherto remained filent, his gloomy ideas had diſperſed in- 
ſenſibly; the affecting ſcene that was before him, had to- 


tally engaged his attention; he thought no more of the in- 


gratitude of mankind; a tender paſſion ſucceeded to a me- 


laucholy humour. Be ſatisfied, he eried, „I will 
not die; I am eonvinced it is my duty to live, and you 
have reſtored me to my reaſon; you have convinced me 
that the friendſhip of one worthy man outweighs the ma- 


lice of a hundred wretches. Heaven, I clearly fee, has de- 
ereed that we ſhould preſerve each other. A yet more 


charming ſcene preſents itſelf before me; of which you, M. 
Durand, and you, madam, can give me poſſeſſion: amia- 
ble and happy family, accept of my alliance, — Louiſa, 


lovely Louiſa, thou pattern of innocence and of merit, 


hear my ardent vows!” — He could proceed no farther, 
bat finiſhed what he would have ſaid by earneſt looks at 
Louiſa, who could only anfwer him with a tender ſigh 


and downeaſt eyes.” A joyful ſurprize had deprived Du- 


rand of ſpeech; ſometimes he looked at the chevalier, and 
and ſometimes at his daughter, ſeeking to diſcover by their 


countenances their inmoſt thoughts. At laſt, he cnes, 
„O my dear chevalier, can Louifa make you happy; 
mall T find a ſon in my benefaQtor ! — This is too much 


honour! — this is a happineſs beyond all thought! — but 
if beauty require not rank, if virtue be ſufficient, ſhe is 


yours, fir: and, as you elevate her to your rank, receive 


her from the hands of gratitude,” Her merit far ex- 
ceeds my little acts of kindneſs,” replies the knight, with 
rapture j —— ** dear and amiable Louiſa, conſent to be 


for ever mine, and make all my future happineſs ſecure.” 


As Louiſa lifted her eyes, filled with love, they met thoſe 


of the chevalier, which ſpoke the moſt tender and ardent 


_ paſſion: then, tranſported with joy and coufufion, ſhe ran 


to hide her bluſhing checks in the boſom of her fond mo- 
Their 


— 13 — * * 


211 ww ea 3T2T DD WW TH = PT ww ” & war WW 


. 


* 


EFFECTS OF REVENGE. 76 


Their nuptials were not long deferred. Durand quit- 
ted commerce; the father and fn in-law lived — — 
and the chevalier being happy in an increaſing young fa- 


mily, their days were ſpent in every kind of ſocial en- 


dearment; they made one family; they were diſtinguiſhed 
among mankind by their numerous acts of beneficence; 
and they never relieved any one from diftreſs, without fer- 
vent thanks to heaven for having preſerved them from 
* 


Sr 


THE FATAL EFFECTS OF REVENGE 


FROM 'THE FRENCH. 


HIS little hiſtory exhibits the mournful conſe- 


quences of crudulity, jealouſy and revenge, in a 


moſt melancholy 11 __ othing more tragically dreadful, 
0 


perhaps, is to be found, either in Ochello, or the Moor's 
revenge, — It is written bythe gentleman principally inter- 


eſted in it, after he had returned from the world to the _ 
of La Trappe. 


My birth is noble, and my name of ſome confiderttion.- 


in my province. I ſhould not however reccolle& advan- 
tages ſo frivolous in the eye of religion, did not all the 
misfortunes of myſelf and family from thence derive their 


origin, My youth I paſſed in the army; I then returned 


to my eſtate; where, happy in marriage, I lived in the 
Fog tranquility. Though not of a paſſionate temper, 
happened once to treat with ſome haughtineſs, one of my 
vaſſals, who viſited rather too familiarly my wife's chamber- 
maid : I had ordered him to defiſt, but in vain; I at length 
forbid him my bouſe, in a manner the more peremaptory,. as, 
. E 4 on 
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on conſulting the girl's inclinations, I found her averſe to 
the marriage, Llearnt, notwithſtanding, that he perfiſted 
in his vilitss This irmt:ated me, I went to his houſe, 
where, finding him alone, I reproached him with warmth 


he anſwered with inſolence: moved with indignation, I 


gave him ſeveral blows: he ſuffered them without reſiſtance; 
but the moment I turned to leave him, he threw. himſelf up- 
on me, and levelling me with the ground, bruifed me ſe- 
verely. The dread of the conſequences made him conceive 
a defign againſt my life. I had no ſword, and, though, 
1 had been armed, defence was impoſſible ; groaning under 
the weight of a vigorous peaſant, who, preſfing againſt my 
breaſt with his knees, with one hand graſped my throat, 
and with the other appearcs to ſearch for his knife, to diſ- 
patch me, I aſked for mercy ; he deigned to grant it; but it 


was after having made me ſwear, by all that was ſacred in 
| heaven or earth, that I ſhould never reſent it, nor med itate 


revenge. To theſe conditions I agreed without heſitation 
and was permitted to depart, _ rn 5 
For ſome days the ſhame of ſo mortifying an incident, 
with the remembrance of my oath, had well nigh deprived 
me of reaſon. There was no witneſs of my diſgrace, and 
no danger of the peaſant's publiſhing it; yet could I not 
calm the reproaches of my own heart. At length, unable 
longer to ſupport ſuch violent agitations, I determined to 
invite all the nobleſſe of my neighbourhood, and, in ̃ ſe- 
eret council, laid the caſe before my kinſman and friends 


_ Intereſted as well as myſelf, in the ſupport of the honour and 


privileges of our body. I demanded of them how I ought 
to conduct myſelf, or how they would behave in my fitua- 
tion. After long deliberation, they were unanimouſly of 
opinion that I ought ſtrictly to adhere to my word; with 
this additional advice (of the propriety of which my misfor- 


tune had ſufficiently convinced me) © That, independent of 


« the moderation which ought ever to mark 1 of 
« rank, no gentleman ought to maltreat bis vaſſal, if he 
4 has not alto ſuperiority of ſtrength.“ A deciſion ſo ſo- 

- a lemn, 
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lemn, calmed my tranſports; for ſuch is what is commonly 
called honour, * it is oftener influenced by the opinion 
of others, than by the nature of things, or the idea which 
one forms of it himſelf; I declared however to my enemy, 
that I could many, endure him under my eye, and that to 
enjoy the pardon J had granted him, it was neceſſary he 
ſnould remove from my —— This man was rich; he was 
ſeuſible too (notwithſtanding the fidelity with which he knew 
I adhered to my promiſes) that I had a hundred ways of 
mortifying him, againſt which he could find no Fo. kg 
he therefore took the reſolution of ſelling off all his effects. 
and ſettling in a neighbouring pariſh. I learnt that, on 
quitting my eftate, he carried with him a rooted hatred a- 
gainſt me, at which I was not ſurprized; I knew his ma- 
lignity well, but thought him too 2 to give me 


any cauſe for alarm; and ſome months, which I aſterwards 


paſſed in tranquillity, made me entirely forget him, 

The following winter ſome troops of cavalry arrived in 
our cantoon, for the benefit of —.— of which there was 
great abundance, I had my ſhare of theſe military gueſts, 


My houſe was open tothe officers. I ftill retained a taſte 


for a profeſſion I had ſo long followed, and the polite be- 
— of the. gentlemen, who fell to my lot, perfectly 


, correſponded with my own. The winter, in . 


was a continued round of pleaſures. 


I was in this happy Station, when a ſhort billet, in an 
unknown hand, was thrown into my cabinet. It contain - 


ed, without preface or explanation, a ſimple exhortation to 


watch over che conduct of my wife. 3 3 was a weak 
neſs which I had never feltz nevertheleſs this caution had 
come with ſo little appearance of defign, that it made me 
caſt my eyes on a thouſand circumſtances, which I had ne- 
ver before . conſidered; I ſaw, Yomerar, nothing which 
could juſtify ſuſpicion. The major of the regiment, and 


the other officers, behaved to my wife with all the polite- 


neſs which diſtinguiſhes the military nobleſſe; regulated, 
however, by the Rritteſt decency and honow, I reſumed 
| a E 8 therefore 
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therefore my confidence and eſteem for an amiable wife, who 


| had brought me two ſons, and from whom I had never re- 


cetved the leaſt cauſe for chagrin. 

Fifteen days after I found in the ſame place another bil- 
let, reproaching me with blindneſs, after the lights which 
had been given me. This, however, made no greater im- 
preſſion than the firſt, A third at laſt, more explicit, 
though equally cool and unaffected in the ſtyle, informed 
me, that, by an exceſs of indulgence, I had allowed the 
evil to get to a head, and, that my wife, no longer con- 
fining herſelf to the pleaſures of the day, received her lover 
every night. There was now longer room for ineredulity; 
from Whatever hand this billet had come, it contained an 
accuſation of a poſitive crime, which ſeemed to carry its 
proof along with it. Alas! ] muft confeſs that rage ſuc- 
veeded too ſuddenly to inſenſibility; this was the firſt of my 
crimes and misfortunes, and has been productive of ſo many 
others, that, even in this place, where I am condemned to 
mourn them night and day. I cannot diſtinguiſh the moſt 
fatal, 

My tranſport would have hurried me inftantly to the 
moſt bloody executions, had T better known my victims; 
but the night not being diſtant, I obtained from myſelf this. 
delay of vengeance. | RefleQing afterwards, that I ſhould 
find ditheulty i in introducing myſelf without noiſe, into my 
wife's apartment, I took another reſolution 3 this was to call 
her chamber-maid, who could not be i ignorant of my ſhame, 


and to bring her over to my intereſts, either by ſoothing or 


by threats. The girl aſked my commands: I aſſumed a 
ſerenity of countenance, and defired her to be fincere: 
ſhe promiſed, — « What paſſes,” addreſſing her, in your 
% lady's apartment?” She affected aſtoniſhment, — © Yes,” 
repeated I, what has paſſed there for ſome nights af 
late? After having for ſome time regarded me with an 
undetermined eye — What, Sir, is it not you whom I 
« hear paſs through the wardrobe into my lady's bed- 
us chamber, and return again about break of day?” ! No,” 
returned 
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returned I, in a tone which betrayed my feelings, — Till 
„% now,” ſays ſhe, I have always believed it! but, in 
« demanding of me the truth, you make me open my eyes 
% to what 1 have been ever afraid of giving credit to.“ 
She then, without being further urged, informed me of ſe- 
veral familiarities which he had obſerved between the offi- 
cers and her lady, I interrupted her; — I wanted relief — 
“It is enough —I here make you an offer of recompence 
e or death. If you afliſt me to-night, in getting me a view 
« of my wife's gallant, I ſhall place no bounds to my ac- 
© knowledgments; if you fail in diſcretion, inſtant death 
is your fate.” She promiſed faithful obedience. 

Night arrived: I conveyed myſelf through various turn- 
ings into the wardrobe 3 where I was attended by my confi- 
dante : I was armed with a poignard, determined not to re- 
turn without finiſhing the * I heard a noiſe: . Is 
« it he?” ſays I, to the chamber-maid. She begged me 
to command myſelf for a moment, till ſhe could examine 
her lady's chamber: It is he,” ſays ſhe at her return: 
„He entered by this way; but conceiving, perhaps, ſome 
apprehenſions, he has got out again by another door of the 
apartment.” — I was furious — ** But, have not you taken 
care,” ſays I, to obſerve him in the paſſage? Whois 
he?” — I ſaw her embarraſſed, which I attributed to a re- 
gard for her lady — ** Who is he?” with a more terrible 
tone? — with timidity, ſhe anſwered, * The major.” 
« He fhall periſh,” pray burſt from my lips. 
Then running towards the quarter from whence the noiſe 
proceeded, I heard ſome perſon haſtily traverſing the anti- 
chamber; but, under favour of the night, he eſcaped by the 
court, 

For ſome moments I deliberated whether I ſhould return 
to my wife's apartment, and poignard her in her bed, or 
whether I ſhould wait a more favourable opportunity to ſur- 
prize the guilty, and ſacrifice them both at a blow, As, 
however, I did not entertain the ſhadow of a doubt, I de- 
termined on another courſe, which appeared leſs tedious, and 
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agreed better with my ideas of honour, I reſolved next 


day to call out the major: the goodneſs of my canſe pro- 
miffed me ſucceſs, as well as my courage and fkill in arms, 
I propoſed vengeance of another kind on my wife. 

_ Scarce had the enſuing day began to appear, when I re- 
paired to the major's apartments; I invited him out to a 


little walk; when, witkout the leaft explanation, I de- 
| clared to him the neceſſity of fighting. He appeared ſur- 
prized; his intrepidity, however, did not abandon him. 
« After the affair,” ſays he, fiercely, © you will inform me 
how T have offended,” He defended himſelf with Feat 


addreſs; he wounded me dangerouſly in the fide: it did not 


however [diſable me; I gave him in return a mortal thruſt 
in the breaſt, which extended him lifeleſs on the ground, 
Heaven! how impenttäble are thy decrees ! how terri- 


* 


nts!” 


* 


with the aſſiſtance of the other officers, to whom I confided 
my quarrel, without difcovering the cauſe, made the death 
of t 


his 'gentleman paſs as the effect of a ſudden malady, 


The ſuſpicions of the public, if there were any, were quick- 
ly buried with the unhappy object of my hate. It was, 
however, impoſſible to conceal my wounds from my family. 
The anxiety of my wife was of the moſt paſſionate kind: 


her grief appeared extreme; ſhe left me not a moment. 
So many ſtings to my inflamed imagination; ſo many in- 


ſults upon my honour ; as many outrages againſt my re- 
poſe ; — I conſidered her care, and attention as freſh proofs 
of her perfidy; and attributed her tears to the death of her 


_ gallant. 1 hefe cruel ideas imbittered every ſenſation, and 
retarded my cure. During this interval, the troops had 


changed their cantonment, At length, however, I reco- 


vered ſtrength enough to enable me to execute my projected a 


revenge. | | 
1 muff, however, confeſs, that the voice of humanity 


often called aloud, and forcibly pleaded againſt my injured. 
Honour. The affair was unknown; my ſhame a ſecret. 1 


had 


are your Judgme 5 | TS: + 
The care I immediately took, to have the body removed, 
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had even had reſolution ſufficient to ſtifle my complaint 
I aſked myſelf, why I could not forget the injury itſelf . 
would it make me more deſpicable in my own eyes, than 
the affair with the peaſant, againſt whom I had ſacrificed. 
my reſentment, on the authority of my friends? was it not, 
moreover, already half revenged by the death of the moſt 
odious, and moft guilty of the two? was the death of 2 
woman (the only thing which now remained for my ſatis- 
faction) ſo very glorious for a man of courage? might I not 
rather abandon her to her own ſhame and eternal remorſe, 
and puniſh her by a cold and oontemptuous filence, of which 
ſhe could never deviſe the cauſe, except from my wound, 
and the ſudden death of a lover. 

Time might, probably, have ſtrengthened theſe reflecti- 
ons, had not another abyſs opened under my feet. My wife 
found herſelf ſeveral months advanced in pregnancy. She 

| waited the event of my cure, to inform me of it; — that 
was her excuſe for not diſcovering it ſooner j the continual 
agitation, in which T had been, during the time of my ill 
nefs, joined to the filence I had all along kept with regard 
tothe accident, gave ita great air of probability 3. yet could 
I obſerve nothing 1 in it but a horrible bonfirmation of her: 
rfid 
2 M54 wound at firſt had been judged dan gerous; ; this might 
flatter her with the hopes of 7 och would have. 
ſecured her againſt all danger of detection: ſhe now ſaw me 
cured; her diſcovery was, of. conſequence, forced. Her: 
crime was now aggravated by impoſture. I recollected 
that, during the winter, I had not had much familiarity 
with her; I thought I diſcovered a remarkable coincidence - 
of circumſtance and time. Judge what a revolution in a 
heart which had already begun to be ſoftened! her death 
was vowed. Conjoined to the infamy with which I was: 
already loaded, I could not ſupport the idea of ſeeing a-child 
| introduced into my family, which did not belong to me; 
E who ſhould take my name; who ſhould ſhare my ſucceſſion. 
3 with my ſons, — You may call this the horrible wanſport q 
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amadman, abandoned by heaven and by reaſon; I deny it 

not; it is not a tale of innocence I have promiſed. F 
My paſſion ſubſided ſo little, that having employed the 


remaining part of che day and the next in procuring a pow- 
erful ſoporific poiſon, I made her ſwallow it on the third day 


in her victuals. She could not long reſiſt it. — The ſuc- 


ceeding day ſhe was found dead in bed, — I reſol ved to 
have her opened, under pretence of diſcovering the cauſe 
of a death fo ſudden, but in reality to adminiſter baptiſm to 
the unfortunate fruit ſhe carried in her womb, which could 
not long ſurvive her. It was however too late. The mo- 
ther and the ſon were interred with a pomp which, while it 
ſatisfied my pride, at the ſame time completed my revenge, 
"That horror and deſpondence however, which ever attend 
on great crimes, ſoon haunted me. — Inſenſibly I fell into a 
deep melancholy which brought with it a diſguſt for my moſt 
favourite recreations. I renounced by degrees the chace, 
agriculture, the ſociety of my friends and neighbours. I 
could neither be alone, nor could I endure company. The 
fight of men was dreadful; ſolitude filled me with horror. 
Reading, that boaſted remedy for diſtempered ſouls, could 
afford no relief to mine; it could no longer fix my attenti- 
on. After days of inſupportable miſery and languor, I anx- 
jouſly looked for night, that laſt reſource of the miſerable z 
but if fleep at any time hovered on my eyes, it was on- 


ly to offer to my tortured imagination frightful phantoms, 


and other obje&s of horror, which rendered the night as 
diſmal as the day. 3 

I recalled from the capital my eldeſt ſon, who had juſt 
finiſhed the courſe of his exerciſes. He merited my af- 
fection. His preſence for ſome time calmed my troubled 
ſpirits. The care I took in perfecting his education, drew 
me in ſome meaſure from that melancholy and deſpair*in 


- which I had been plunged for above two months; and I 


began to hope that time might aflift this remedy in reftor- 


ing peace to my ſou), which all my efforts could not hither- 


to procure . 


In 
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In this new fituation I received a letter. I opened it» 
Judge of the infernal vapours which ſtruck me by the im” 
mediate violence of their effects. Scarce had I run it 
over with my eye, when a mortal coldueſs ſeized my heart; 
the ground ſeemed to fly from under me. I die,” 
with a tremulous voice, was all I could pronounce; I fell 
motionleſs into the arms of my ſon, He might, in 
effect, have thought me dead, if the furious agitation of my 
ſpirits had not cauſed convulfive motions, which gave figns 
of my being alive. By ſpeedy remedies I was ſoon re- 
called to ſenſe. I ſat me down; I came entirely to myſelf; 
with ſome remains however of the convulſions, the fits of 
which were inexpreſſibly painful: they did not, however 
prevent me from giving attention to that which was un- 
fortunately more dreadful than all my other torments, 
The fatal Jetter lay upon the ground, Neither my ſon 
nor any of my domeſtics I believe ſuſpected it as the moſt 
diſtant cauſe of my diſorder: I recolle&ed too that the 
peaſant who brought it might not be better inſtructed. I 
ordered all my people to'retire, recommending to thoſe 1 
knew moſt faithful, to take care of the peaſant, and de- 
fired him, with an air of unconcern, to go along with them, 
and wait my anſwer, | | 
My ſon alone remained. This preparation, added to 
the appearance of my countenance, © pale, gloomy, and 
dreadful, fixed him motionleſs with aſtoniſhment. I made 
him a fign to take up the letter. Read,” ſays I. Du- 
ring the reading I ſhut my eyes; my head hung upon my 
breaſt; my face hid by my hands to ftifle the groans, and 
| conceal the tears, which, ſpite of myſelf, might eſcape. 

Is it poflible to divine the deteſted author, or to figure 
the helliſh malignity of this infernal letter? It was the 
| peaſant whom I had forced from my eftate : —— What 
did he there offer me? A ſhocking eclairciſement of the 
moſt diabolical machinations. He firft applauds himſelf 
with having procured a moſt complete revenge, and glo- 
ries in the triumph: he then treats me as a miſerable 
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- -wretched fimpleton, who had plunged fo ſuddenly into 


the ſnares, that there was ſcarce any pleaſure in deceivi 
me: aſter which he informs me that my wife and the oft” 
. cers were innocent, and that all the billets I had received 
were falſe: that I might xecolle& the ſameneſs of character 
in the letter which was now before my eyes; that they had 
all come from the man, who, on a former occafion, - had 
taught me how-to live; though not ſo properly as he ought 
to have done; as, after I had obtained my lite, I had un- 
- generouſly ſpurned with indignity the man from whom [I 


had received it; that it was the chamber-maid who, in con- 
cert with him, had flid the billets into my cabinet, having 


determined to entertain herſelf as well as him, in render- 
- mg, me-miſerable and contemprible,* in revenge for my pre- 
. venting her marriage; that it was he who often paſſed the 


night with her, and, by. artfully concealing himſelf in my 


wite's bed- chamber, furniſhed ſuſpicions againſt that in- 
nocent lady and the major: in the fullneſs of their hearts, 
they told me alſo, that they were going to enjoy their ſa- 
tisfaction, and laugh at my rage, in a place where they de- 
-fied me ever to diſcover them; that they could not help re- 
gretting the tragical fate of the major and my wife, againſt 
whom they had nothing to complain; but that I might reft 
aſſured, that if they could have procured proofs of theſe 
- murders as clear to the world as they were convincing to 
them, they would have brought me to an ignominious 
death on a ſcaffold : but their chagrin on one fide, gave 
them joy on another; and they would leave to me ſhame 
for my. tolly and remorſe for my crimes. _ BOY | 
be firſt gleam of this abhorred light had almoſt de- 
: prived me of life; every word of this complication, of hor- 


:,xors was a freſh ſtab to my tortured heart. I reſolved, 


however, to oppoſe myſelf to their envenomed ſhafts with 


all the ſtrength I could collect. My ſon, though he could 
not but ſuſpect part of the truth, could go no further than 


the dark expreſſions in the letter would admit, nor pierce 
to the bottom of this dreadful abyſs, which diſplayed itſelf 


to 
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to me in all its frightful colours. I had however the 
{irongeſt reaſons to __— to him the whole. It was 
more than probable that 1 enemies would publiſh as 
much of the melancholy tale, as they could divulge with 
ſafety to themſelves; and that they would heighten it with 
all the colouring of calumny,. in which they were per- 
fectly filled, I did not, therefore, wiſh that. falſe re- 
rts ſhould render me, in the eyes of my ſon, more cul- 
by than I really was, or induce him to number amongſt 


ye father's crimes, voluntary, unprovoked. nn and 
barity. | 
« Liſten,” ſaid I, without giving him time to 3 : 
lect himſelf; If you have any tenderneſs for a father who 
loves you, yield me. your attention. This dreadful letter 
muſt not only provoke your ſurpriſe and indignation, but 
convey ſtrange ideas with regard to what has - paſſed. be- 
tween your mother and me. I defixe. you ſho 2. be .ig- 
| — of nothing þ your Age — you (a le of un- 
« Leary,” — dear ſon, That in your abſence,. the 
blaekeſt vapours of dell e have fallen an the ſource of your © 
blood. Heaven forbid their unhapp infection would ex · 1 
tend to you!” — I then gave him the melancholy hiſtory | 
down to the death of his mother. In the affair. —_ the 
peaſant I did not exaggerate the outrage. In that of the 
officers I did not aggravate the diſmal cauſes of my tranſ- 
ports. My. narration was diQtated by hogour, I intro- 
duced nothing in juſtification, nothing for my grief; I did 
not excuſe; I did not extenuate. Such,” my dear lon, 
. are the horrible truths I wiſhed to depo ſit. in — 
15 | theſe unrelenting wretches inform me Xi the moſt ſhocking 
| part of them: you know them: you have read them x 
h — I ſhall furvive this terrible explanation I know. 9 
1 not; but I could wiſh, as far as the nature of th thing "1 
n 
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will admit, to be allied in your breaſt, as I have ever, 
| bn! in my own.“ 
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My ſon was only eighteen, but he joined mature ſenſe 
to a great deal of ſpirit and many amiable qualities; he 
liſtened to me withou once opening his mouth, or raifing 
his eyes: he was ſtanding before me, his head uncovered; 
he preſerved his poſture, after I had finiſhed my detail, as 
if grief and aſtoniſhment had deprived him of ſpeech and of 
motion; tears however flowed in abundance down his 
cheeks; they excited mine, though the acuteneſs of my 
feelings had almoſt dried up their ſource: I reclined my 
head upon his neck to join my tears with his; and in this 
tender and mournful attitude, for ſome moments, we gave 
ourfelves up to the moſt piercing ſympathetic ſorrow. 

I nevertheleſs became impatient to examine the peaſant 
who had brought the letter; I made him be called, but his 
information gave me no light. He told me, that, having 
received the letter three days ago, ſome buſineſs he had to 
tranſact in my neighbourhood, had given him an oppor- 
unity of delivering it ſooner than he had been defired; 
that the perſon who gave it him, on leaving the country, 
had only made Lim promiſe, that it ſhould. be delivered to 
me eight days after his departure: that he aſked nothing 
for his trouble, becauſe he had been already paid, nor was 
an anſwer neceſſary, becanſe he did not know where to ad- 
dreſs it. This information of the peaſant's was appa- 
rently ingenuous, I could therefore entertain no hopes of 
obtaining any thing more ſatisfactory. But what could 
I expect; my enemy was gone. Suppoſing a poſlibility 
of arreſting him, and delivering him up to the moſt in- 
famous puniſhment; was not this to betray my misfortunes, 
and hang them up as a ſpectable to the world? the honour 
of my ſon, my own intereſt, (though that was become an 
unimported object,) condemned me to ſilence. I even 
avoided interroggting the peaſant too minutely; ſo diſmiſ- 
ſed him. 

My fon left me almoſt at the ſame time. TI imagined 
that, after ſuch excruciating emotions, he muſt have occa- 
fion for repoſe, or freſh air, I waited for him ** an 

our, 
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hour, and then inquired for him: I was told he had or- 
dered his horſes to be got ready, and had gone out with 
his ſervant — night arrived; he did not appear: I con- 
cluded that, to drown the bitterneſs of his grief, he had 
gone in ſearch of diſſipation amongſt our friends in the 
neighbourhood. | 

The next day paſſed in the fame manner. From morn- 
ing to night I did not ſee my ſon; I ftill imagined he had 
got into ſome party of amuſement, which his friends had 
prolonged beyond expectation. I murmured only that he 
ſhewed ſo little attention to me: in the condition in which 
he might recolle& he had left me, could he doubt that his 
preſence and oonſolations were extremely neceflary? Or 
could his own feelin oon allow him to deliver himſelf 
up to pleaſure? —— The third day my ſenſations were in · 
finitety more poignant ; ry #75 at length intolerable. 
After having cauſed ſearch for him every where in vain, I 
abandoned myſelf to all the terrors which could alarm me, 
for an object ſo dear to me. Some unhappy accident 
1 dreaded, —— If any perfidy. Having ſurprized him 
unawares, —— The ſame villain perhaps. Such were 
my unconnected, diſtracted thoughts, —— I ſaw no other 
—_— but death, in loſing all that could now attach me 
to life, {> Tots 

In this tormenting fituation I remained fifteen. days, 
when I received by the poſt two letters from a frontzer town 
in Flanders. I opened them with eagerneſs, caſt my eyes 


on the ſignatures, but knew them not. One of them in- 


formed me, in the politeſt manner, that though he did 
not perſonally know me, he thought he owed to my rank 
an immediate account of the ſituation of my ſon, —— He 
lives then!” exclaimed I-— “ Thanks to the goodneſs 
of Heaven!” —— That he was in the hands of juſtice, and 
on the eve of receiving ſentence of death, for two murders 
which he did not deny. O my God!” cried I, with 
the greateſt agony, that ever tore the heart of a father; 
my misfortunes then exceed even what I a,” A 
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That he had at firſt refuſed with obſtinacy to declare his 
name or the place of his birth; but that many letters, found 
tn his pockets, had Ucovered both; that the eriminal pro- 
ceſs was far advanced, and that there was not a moment 
to loſe, if I had the moſt diſtant proſpect of ſaving him 
from puniſhment— « O my God, my God!” repeated 
F at every word. This was the whole of the ſubſtance of 
this cruel though generous advice : —— The gentleman 
from whom J received it, added to his . the title of 

Firft Preſident. . 

As the ſeeond letter could contain nothing more dread- 
fil, F read it with a leſs diſtracted attention. It was wrote 
by che military commandant of the ſame place, He re- 
| membered, he ſaid, to have ſeen me in ſome former cam- 

Nase and my misfortunes touched him ſenſibly, That, 
though he knew the firſt preſident had written me by the 

Lame poſt, he would add weh informations as he had drawa 
from my ſon, in the horror of a priſon, where, as ſoon as 

He knew his relation to me, he had obtained liberty to viſit 
bim. This dear and unhappy ſon, whoſe fpirit, grace, 
and politeneſs, he admired as muek as he lamented his mis- 
fortunes, had informed him in general of the mortal out- 
rage which F had received from one of my peaſants, and 
| the inſolence with which this wretch had crowned his hor- 
rible machinations, on his departure from the country ; 


That, unable to endure the idea of fuch black, audacious 


| vUlany, he had departed without informing me; his mind 
entirely engroffed with compaſſion for my ſafferings, and 
the cen reſentment againſt the author of them: that du- 
og our days which he employed in tracing the villain, 
ad not taking a moment's repoſe ; reſolving, if be 


— not overtake him within the kingdom, to follow him 
to che utmoſt confines of the globe; that, at length, to- 
wards the frontier, he had gained intelligence that he was 
not far off: apprehenfive leſt he ſhould eſcape to ſome 
Place where wretches, whoſe crimes are difficult to prove, 
mught/ purchaſe - Trotection, he reſolved — to 

eine 
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ſeize him His firſt defign was not to deprive. him of 
life, —— He underſtood by the information he 72 pro- 
cured, that he was on horſeback, well mounted, wich We 
woman on the crupper behind him, and dreſſed in the fim, 
ple habit of a peaſant. By this deſeription, he had 
flattered himſelf that he might not only foon get up with 
him, but, with the aſſiſtance of his ſervant, to ſeize him 
without difficulty, and to re- conduct him to my e 
by making him travel with a piſtol at his head all night, 
and ſecuring him all day in — ſolitary e "pps 
wiſned to make me maſter of my vengeance, aud once more 
to put in my power the vallain who had occaſioned the 
tragical fate of his mother, and rendered me the moſt miſer- 
able of mankind. 

He ſoon came up with the wreteh; he immediately re- 
collected bis mother's chamber - maĩd: terror ſeized them 
when they beheld the ſon of their old maſter z they begged 
their lives in the moſt abject manner; he gave orders to 
his ſervant to tie them. to — * and conduct them to the 
neareſt wood: the woman upon this judging ber death 
certain, uttered the moſt piercing ſhneks ;. and the 
leaping-from his horſe prepared to defend himſelf; he en | 
deavoured to get poſſeſſion of his piſtols, which in dif 
mounting he had neglected to ſecure; but my ſon, ſeeing 4 
number of labourers, attracted by the noiſe, running to- 
wards them, and apprehenſive leſt his [prey ſhould eſcape 
he gaye way to the dictates of his vengeauce, and blew 
our their brains with his piſtols. WY 

& His flight,“ — the commandant, ** could 
not have he difficult; but after having gone out of fight 
of the labourers, he relied too much on the nobleneſs of 
his —— and the juſtice of his cauſe; he travelled 
along therefore with too —— deliberationʒ — beginning 
now to find himſelf fatigued with the length of his courte 
and the want of reſt, he made no difficulty of ſtopping at a 
village about three leagues from the ſcene. He never 
. the Shane bulherregl ee 

orſe, 
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horſe, and following him at 2 little diſtance, immediately 
on his arrival at the village, gave information againſt him 
as an aſſaſſin; the high-way robber whom the appearance of 
the labourers had alone prevented from reaping the fruits of 


crime. 


He was ſeized, together with his ſervant, while aſleep, 
Next day he was carried to the city.——His refufing to 
declare his country, his name, or his motives for the action, 


ſerved only to precipitate his condemnation, under the title 


of à robber and a murderer. On learning his birth, how- 


ever, they relaxed a little in their proceedings; the mur- 


der was fufficiently proved, even by his own confeſſion ; 
yet they could not perſuade themſelves that robbery, the 
imputation of which he conſtantly rejected with diſdain, 


could ever have been an obje& for a young gentleman of 
ſuch ſentiments and ſpirit. It was a myftery to the public; 
the obſcurity increaſed by the quality of the dead, who 


appeared to be of inferior rank, without a fingle paper 
about them, which - could lead to a diſcovery, although 


among their baggage there was found a confiderable ſam of 


money. The procedure, however, againſt him was far 


advanced; and in all probability would conclude in the 


dreadful manner, which courts of juſtice generally make 
uſe of, to extort from criminals a confeſſion of the truth.” 
This part of the letter would abſolutely. have deprived 
me of reaſon, had not the laſt article been a little more 
conſolatory : notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the tribunal, 
the generous commandant promiſed me it ſhould not be 


pes any farther till he had received my anſwer z when 


might inform him what I had reaſon to expect from court, 


and the intereſt of friends: this delay he had obtained from 
moſt of the judges, on confiding to them what my ſon had 
informed him of: and it was at his follicitation that the 


firſt preſident had written to me: that, however, in au af- 
fair of this nature, where the eclat as well as the enormity 
of the crime, had made the public attentive to their con- 


| duct, I muſt be ſenſible how neceſſary it was to uſe all di- 


ligence, 
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ligence, in order not to diſconcert gentlemen who. were 
diſpoſed to favour my endeavours, ' | | 
To urge me !—To recommend diligence to ſave my 


: 
: 


on!. It was friendly, but unneceſlary : — By heavens 


I could have traverſed the air. Without deliberating on 
my meaſures ; without refleQting in the leaſt on my affairs, 
or on my health, I threw myſelf into my poſt chaiſe :. I 
took the road to Douay; on my arrival 1 waited on the 
generous commandant : with unfeigned grief, he informed 
me that there was now no further hope: that he had ſecret 
but certain intelligence, that after a few more forms, which 
would employ about three days, the ſentence and execution 
would immediately follow. ſaw the principal judges, 
but their filent air and mournful complaiſance ſpoke lan- 
guage but too expreſſive, - 3 

I then begged permiſſion to ſee my ſon, in order to for- 
tify his reſolution againſt the horror of the puniſhment. 


This melancholy favour was granted. I knew he poſſeſſed 


courage ſuperior to his age; yet I imagined I ſhould find him 
pale, diſtracted, and in the deepeſt conſternation at the ap- 


proaching cataſtrophe. I found in his face, however, not 


only all the marks of health, but his mind in the greateſt 
tranquillity, I embraced him with tears in my eyes; I held 
him a long time in my arms, as well to calm,in ſome-mea- 


ſure, the torments of my heart, as to give way to my ten-, 


derneſs : he, moſt affectionately, returned my careſſes, but 
with an unweeping eye, 4 compoſed voice, and a ſerene 
countenance.  . | J 

I could not comprehend the meaning of this inſenſibility. 


It was now no longer time to flatter him with vain conſola- 


tions. I fat down; I made him fit by me, Ah! my 
« ſon,” ſaid I to him, whence comes this tranquillity ? 
Do you ſtill entertain the falſe hope of pity, which I 

< have not found in any of your judges ?” ; 
He anſwered me calmly, that he knew all — that death 
had now nothing terrible — that he had bid adieu to, life — 
that the principles upon which he had acted were ſuch as 
- | would, 
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would, he hoped, vindicate his memory with every gentle- 


man, — That the avenging a father and a mother on two 


fuch wretches, who fed from * was 2 duty he 
thought bimelf indiſpenfibly — to; and that, though 
the judges taought otherwiſe, theſe principles, which were 


2 fixed in his heart, oonſoled . nevertheleſs, under 


| all his misfortunes. 


«.. But you periſh!” als: I The ſcaffold is pr pared. 


. Your- ſentence cannot be delayed three — — 
4 ly ou was abfent” he replied, with the ſame ſe- 


mult confeſs it made an impreſſion on me; at 

«-meſent, I am perfectly tranquil.” — me then, 
with a look of melancholy tenderneſs, Youknow- of re- 
lief, which you mutt not deny me, and ſuch a eriſis will 
„ admit of no delay,” « „Relief? *interrupted I, „ can 
„I know of any w- — 

A deep ſigh, che only one which he could not theck. 
forced a paſſage from his breaſt. ; On another occaſion,” 
returned he, “ I never could have allowed myſelf to recall 
ro your mind ſuch excruciating reflexion; but, pardon my 
- fituation, our honour requires it. What have I to dread, 
with the aſſiſtance of that which an unhappy error made you 
_ adminiſter to my mother? 

The horrible ideas, raiſed all of a ſudden by this exp la- 
nation, can ſcarce be conceived; all my ſucceſſive a. 
tunes never had rouſed ſuch dreadful lings. 0 ry + 
ſon, ſaid I. in a faultermg voice, trembling at the ſame 
time with horror and pity, from whom — you demand 
his relief! Can you expect it from the hand of a father?“ 
„Ves, replied he, in a firm tone, en alone I 
"can entruft your honour and my own.” 

I remained immovable, without returning an anſwer, 
my ſoul. torn witha thouſand oppoſite ſenſations, Impelled 
however, by the prejudices of. honour, I thought, chat 


whatever could prevent the ignominy of the puniſhment, 
nay even that of the ſemence, was infinitely preferable to a 


few hours of life paſſed in the horrors of ſo cruel an expec- 


tation; - 


cc 
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tation; yet to affiſt, with my own hands, in the death of my 
ſon; to prepare and — to him the empoiſoned draught, 


my heart, my imagination, revolted at the horrible office. 


this conflict could not be terminated but by an expedient 
ſtill more tragical. I refolved to provide poiſon for two, 


and to ſwallow my part of it at the ſame time that I preſent- 
ed my ſon with his. This idea ſuddenly calmed my agita- 


tions: I now felt that there was not a moment to.-lole; and 
afraid leſt the remainder of the day ſhould not ſuffice for my 


defign, I roſe haſtily, and embraced my ſon: . You ſhall - 


be ſatisfied,” - ſays I, but you ſhall not die alone, 1 hall 
be with you in All hour,” 4 


In a great city, it is not difficult to procure the moſt 


mortal ingredients. By the aſſiſtance of a faithful valet, I 
was provided in an hour. I returned immediately to priſon, 
with ſome papers in my hand, in order to avoid ſuſpicion, 


as if I had no other intention than ſettling ſome family affairs. 


The delay of a few minutes had ar made him impati- 
ent; but as ſoon as he ſaw me appear with the liquor, and 
hold up the viol which contained it, than joy was painted 


in his countenance. Let me ws the colour,” fad 


he, stretching out his hand, with an eager look. * Ap- 


pearances,” replied I, with a tone 3 eemed to re 1. 4 
his ſuperfluous curioſity, change not the effects; 5 and, 


without the leaſt ſuſpicion, delivered to him the viel for s - 


moment; but, inſtead of obſerving the liquor, he luddenly 
ſwallowed the whole at one draught. 


Conceive, if poſſible, the exceſs of my ſurprize and con» 


fuſion, - I became immoveable; my ſon ſmiled at my cou- 
Kernation, of which he eafily divined the cauſe He had 
conj aura my deſign fromthe few words that had eſcaped. 
I oblarred, that he was pleaſed with his addreſs, andI could 


not flifle a kind of OO * What bave you gained, 1 


ſaid I, „ by retarding my refolution for a few moments? 


Do you think you can carry with you a ſecret, of which I 
have but too well learned the efficacy, by the fatal proofs I 


have made of it?” He confelſed, that having ouefſed my 
Vol. I, | F deſign, 


1 
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was the only conſent he —— de, 


which T bathed with my tears, and, throwing * 
around him, kept him faſt locked in my embrace. 


attitude we were, when the gaoler — to advertiſe me 
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. decfign, he hadrefolved to deprive me of theopportunity of ex 


' ecuting it immediately, in hopes of making me drop it al- 


Together . 
: He then forced me to fit down, and liften to him, 


His diſcourſe was calm and judicious, as if he had not 


drank the deadly draught, yet were his arguments of no 


weight with me; all that he judged capable of reconciling 
me to life, my perſonal intereſts, the intereſt of his brother, 


for whom he endeavoured to awaken all my parental ten- 


derneſs, made not the leaſt impreſſion on — 2 


ſeemed to glance upon an —— — ſurface; I ſhook my 
head, and ſmiled i in my turn at the weakneſs of his. reaſons. 


But the all- powerful, irrefiſtible argument was reſerved to 
che laſt, © If honour,” ſays he, „ was ſo dear to you, 
2s to induce you to precipitate the death of my mother, and 
now to prevail upon you to haſten mine, can'you ſhut your 


eyes to the conſequences of your preſent reſolution? Two 


deaths fo fudden! can they ever paſs for natural events? 
Should juſtice proceed with the leaft rigo our, with what in- 


famy will not our memory be branded 


He topped a mo- 
ment to read my ſentiments in my eyes. He then reſumed, 


By allowing me, on the other hand, to die alone, no- 
thing will be obſerved in my death but an ordinary Accident, 
and our honour is thereby ſheltered from re 


This mournfal reaſoning had all the force he could with, 


I was fo ſenfibly ſtruck with it, that, withoutthe-leaſt ob- 


jection, I abandoned my defign. "1 OI = 
l upon his 3 


that it was time to retire. As I went out, my fon, 
with his head reclined, and his eyes half ſhut, aſked if 


he might rely upon my promiſe ? © Yes,” ſaid I, the on- 


ly word I had power to pronounce: © Well, then,” replied 
he, with calmneſs J expect my fate,” 4 
f e 
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The manner of our adieu, and our laſt expreſſions, which 
0 not eſcape the gaoler, ſerved, next —f to divert any 
—— to the cauſe of his adden death. 1 - 
went to the priſon in the morning, when the gaoler inform- 

ed me, that, on entering my ſon's chamber at the ordinary 
9 . his cloaths; and that the 
ſurgeons, by whom he had been immediately viſited, had 
diſcovered no marks of violence, All prepared, as I was, 
- for this- fatal 1 2 of intelligence, my ſpirits could not 
ſupport. me I fainted. away. On recovering, however, 
5 ] immediately waited on che firſt preſident, and demanded 
the body — ſon, : which he moſt obligingly granted; and 
I delivered it over to a kinſman, who took the charge Fe | 
tranſportinꝑ it to the totnb of our anceſtors. 
I o give you a detail of my feeling s fince that thnewentt ; i 
afford you only a mournful picture _ all that can rack the. 
human heart. Such, — are the motives which, 
have induced me to retire to the abby de la Trappe, and 
ſuch are the reaſong which ſupport me in a penance, which, 
however painful and revolting to human nature, can never 
ſufficiently atone to heaven fox my erimes. 


eee eee 
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TPON the Waltl extremities of Derbi yſhite, © in An 
| ſolitary, recluſe, but agreeable retreat, bv had 
— 3 imſelf from the e buf world, where he had too 
long been a prey to noble diflimulation and the deceit of 

_ power. He had juſt paid the laſt obſequies to the mzmo- 
ry of the beſt of wives, who had left him the moſt darling 
pledge in an only daughter named Alicia, She had re- 

ok ceived. 


e 


ceived the rudiments of her education at a_boarding ſchool 
near the metropolis, and in his retreat he had reſolved by 


: his own tuition to nr a mind which could be Tival- 
| led by few. f 


| Alicia had now ae ber ſixteenth year, and new 
charms / daily ſtole upon her perſon, which was already 
above the middle ſize, elegantly formed with graceful ſym- 
- metry and unaffected eaſe, To deſeribe her face would be 
- 2 vain attempt: Raphael's. pencil would have done it in- 


juſtice; he muſt * united all the beauties of his Venus 


with the innocence and fimplicity of his Madona, and even 


then his canvaſs would have been but. canvaſs ſtill, when 
compared to Alicia, © 


Such a form could not cleape the notice and 8 of 


the moſt tranſient beholder 3 but her retirement had pre- 
-vented her being almoft ever ſeen, except at chureh, Sith 
her father and an old faithful female domeſtic,” which with 
«herſelf compoſed their whole family. Her bonſtant em- 


ployment was that of pure innocence; her flower- garden, 


her birds, ingroſſed her greateſt attention; and ſhe/ had as 
yet reflected but little upon the male part of the human crea- 


tion. 


At. this 8 2 general election took place, and one of 
che catididates of 4 neighbouring borough paſſing through 
the village u here was Alicia's abode, ſhe was accidentally 


feeding a favcurite bird at the window. Sir Charles 


no ſooner beheld her, than, truck with the amazing beau- 
ties of her perſon, he ſeemed rivetted to the ſpot on which 
he ſtood, and gazed at her, for ſome time, without her ha- 


ving taken the aft notice of him; at length, turning ber 


eyes that way and perceiving a gentleman Kiſſing his hand 


to her, the, ſhut the window | in much confuſion and retir- 
ed. 
: 


* 


Though his buſineſs required his immediate n | 
elſewhere, he did not leave the village tilt be had gained 
5 poſſible information concerning Alicia. No 1 52 


n Pr the affair that fp kim into that coun- 
9 10 | SULTS itt | Vit 5 7 N. 
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try, than he came to lodge in Alicia? 8 neighbourhood, He \ 
wrote to her in the moſt tender, the moſt pathetic manner, 
declaring the fervor of his paſſion and the purity of his in- 
tentions. +. Theſe letters Alleis put into W s hands, 
who adviſed her to make no anſwer. Sir Charles 
finding all theſe addreſſes fruitleſs, reſolved, in the violence 
of his 22 to make himſelf maſter of a precious jewel, 
which in his opinion remained hidden i in ha, mine, and to 
dif ay it to the greateſt advantage. 

n conſequence of this reſolution, he Way Jaid Ae 5 
up on her return from church, which was about a mile from 
the place of her abode z and with the aſſiſtance of his ſer- 
vants forced her into a poſt-chaiſe, which was at 2 ſhort 
diſtance in the road. The —_ ſervant . was then With 
her, but their endeavours and out- eries were of no effect, 
no avail, and ſhe returned to her maſter with the fatal news 
of their misfortune. 

When 1 beard what had ha opened, ha was a 
moſt diſtracted; he knew not what ſtep to 24 what me- 
thod to follow, to recover his loſt, bis dear Alicia. He 
was at firſt upon the point of taking borſe and purſuing | | 
Sir Charles alone, but the maid's remonſtrances concern- q 
ing.the number of has ſeryants, and the improbability of, * 
reſcuing ber without aſſiſtance, made him wait upon the = 

curate and, acquaint him with the melancholy tale, This . | 
honeſt parſon greatly ſympathized in Altamght's Wisfor- os | 
tunes, and he offered his affiſtance with has g to aid 
ig the purſuit. They immediately fer off and bel 41 
nan without meeting with any ding of. ak or her 
raviſher. ba 5 

Sir Charles had &: Le the S to 3 pur- 
ſuit, which he naturally ted and, as they e 
without ſtop Page he being rniſbed with proxifiqns, 1 they * | 
ſoon reached the nei ghbourhood of Richmond ih Surry. 
Str Chaxles had A 2 little villa, which art and nature 

| ae ee wpop 140. reader e Kiln. | 
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During che journey, Alicia could never be prevailed up- 
on to take the leaſt nouriſhment, and all her grief was ut- 
tered in ſighs and tears, with now and then an exclamation 
of, “O my father too!” Sir Charles, was in the mean 
time pouring out all the expreſſions of the utmoſt tender- 
neſs, ſwearing that ſhe was dearer to him than his ſoul, and 
mdhat nothing but deſpair had driven” him to this raſh ſtep, 
as it was impoſſible Tor him to exift without her; that all 
the views pf his life ſhould be centered in her happineſsz and 
that, if ſhe would but wipe away thoſe tears, and give him 
one kind Took, tomorrow! $ dawn ſhould ſecure her honour 
and repoſe. end ha 
Alicia, altogether” unacquainted with: the alle W 
of Mirai was ſo abſorbed in grief mat all his ſoothing 
eloquence drew from her only frefh Alus, and feilt more” 
palenteous floods of tears; 
In this fituation they, arrived at his; country ſeat, ater” 
N every thing boxe the aſpect of rural ſplendor, and fylvan 
magnificence A female domeftic attended her, well ver- 
ſed in all the baſe arts of ſeduction, and whoſe merit this 
way had recommended her to Sir Charles's patronage, 
This attendant” began immediately ta practiſe her fill 
upon the innocent Alicia. She pretended ere believe her a 
relation of Sir Charles's wWhorn Mey gels be upon à viſity 
and therefore, without ſeeming” to [gueſs her Hater $ de. 1 
figns, ſpoke to Alicia, with nd Wbt deference, awe and 
reſpect; hoping her laflyſhip was not ill, and begging to 
know what the could do to affiſt her, and the ſame time re- 
commending ſome hyſteric water. J. unexpeRted arti- 
2 in ſome 3 Alicia . melancholy le- 
argy, and ſhe upon to give 
| ſub Haters, ic 3 op 1 attendant of her 0 
zing e by which the was fattered with Won mo- 
delling her to Sir Chiles withes. ' 
"Alicia had by this female, y cop ee peri on 
to take ſome e 80 ſhe fo Artful 


to her a doſe of opium that de fatigue ſhe ad * 
k unite 
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united to the medicine, preſently brought on a profound 


lep. Sir Charles was ſoon made acquainted with Ali- 


cia's fituation, and he flew with the eagerneſs of the moſk 
violent paſſion, to gratify his inordinate and difhonourable 
es. 


Alicia awake and found Sir Charles in her arms. 


What was her an anguiſh — her ſhame —her torture! O 
reader, if thou haſt a daughter, in whom virtue and inno- 


cence unite, who flatters you with all the felicity of filial 
tenderneſs, piety. and love — think, O think! if ſhe were 


in ſuch a — Ka what bitter pangs ſhe muſt have felt! 
Sir Charles endeavoured to ſooth her with all the rhetoric 


of love, but her grief preſſed ſo ſtrongly upou her, that 


ſhe, was inſenſible to his remonſtrances, and he was under 


the neceſſity of calling for aſſiſtance. His truſty agen 
ſoon a 
recover 


bad, ers this, retired and left ths — 8 together. 


Wben Alicia. found, berſelf alone wich her attendant, 


ſhe-diſburthened her ſorrows to her, not without upbraid- 


ing ber with. perfidy. She excuſed herſelf with all the 


cunning ſhe / was miſtreſs. of, declaring - Sir Charles had 


By te of ey was actually his wife; and that if it 
were not ſo,, not all. his fortune, or rank ſbould protect 


him if he did not give Alicia his hand. 


Untutored in' the. wiles of deceit, Alicia, by degrees, 


began to think this woman her friend, as ſbe ſtill paid her 


the utmoſt deference; and having onee obtained Alicia's 


confidence, the innocent fair was eafily prevailed upon to 
be guided. by her-. What was the el of this dæmon 
may eafily. be gueſſed — an implicit. condeſcenfion to Sir 


Charles was — fundamental maxim, and poor Alicia, 
deſerted. and. forlorn, with * * reluctance, at 1 


- which Sir Charles Sand 


means to evade — bis honourable iſe in 
favour of Alicia. On a . en all kia fondnek, fübßded, 


ſubmittec. 
Some months elapſed, , during 


gy with E but Alicia did 2 \ 
her ſwoon for me, ſo that Sir Charles 


—— 
— 
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her with his intended nuptials with lady 
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and his preſence was leſs frequent at his country ſeat. Alt» 
cia, though ſhe detefted her raviſher, could not refrain 
from having fome ſympathetic regard for the parent of 
that offspring which had already demonſtrated itſelf, Her 
pregnancy had been viſible for 4 time, and Sir Charles's 
indifference was therefore felt the more ſenffbly by her. . 
She ſoon received a frigid epiſtle from him, acquainting 
z and that 
it would be highly improper for her to remain longer at 
his houſe; but that his houſe-keeper would conduct her to 
one of his tenants, where ſhe ſhould be properly accommo- 


dated. | N 
Ibis letter, though it gave the finiſhing ſtroke to all 
her hopes founded upon Str Charles's honourable intentions, 
did not afflict her in the manner that might be imagined. 
When grief hath onee entirely poſſeſſed the ſoul, it in 


| ſome meaſure becomes callous to miſery; or rather, every 


additional ſtroke of ill fortune, ſeeming to conduct us to 


that ſummit of agony beyond which humanity eannot be 


tortured, we ardently with for its conſummation, She had 
long defired a ſeparation from Sir-Charles upon the terms 
they had agreed, but his promiſes and her fituation had pre- 
vented her taking a ſtep which now became inevitable. 
She had not the leaſt ſollicitude about herſelf, or what befel 
her; but nature, reaſon, and her education, prompted her 
to pay attention to that which would call her mother: ſo - 
that'ſhe with the 33 refignation ſubmitted to retire to 
the farm houſe allotted ſor her, where the was ſoon after 
CF , bet arning boon 
"Theſe brothers we fhall name, Doreas and Eumenes; 
Alicia, as ſoon as the recovered, reſolved to retire from a 
finful world, where neither innocence nor virtue could ſe- 
cure repoſe; and having a fufficient ſum of money to enter 
as a boarder at a nunnery, ſhe ſet out for Ypres in Flan- 
ders. Previous to this voyage ſhe wrote a letter to Sir 
Charles, telling him, that was the laſt time ſhe ſhould trou- 
ble him, and defiring him, as her ſole requeſt, to Pr | 
| * for 
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for the orphans whom ſhe left to his: care. At her depar- 
ture ſhe embraced: theſe little innocents with all' the ten- 
derneſs of maternal affection, tying a ribbon round the 
neck of one, with a remarkable erotehet her father had 
given her; and her miniature picture, ſhe diſpoſed of in 
the like manner round the neck of the other, intreating 
do ok eee to let noone dilpoſſels them 2 

ets, 21 

dir Charles was ſomewhat touched at the letter, and i in- 
ſtantly reſolved that her requeſt ſhould be fulfilled with 
reſpect to the children. Doreas and -Eumenes were ſent 
to ſeparate nurſes, as Sir Charles's intention was that they 
ſhould never be acquainted with their kindred. Seventeen 
years elapſed without either of the parties having ever yet 
met. In the mean time Sir Charles had provided for Do- 
2 and Eumenes in the army, and he! 3 an his 
wm: „ 
The war in  Danders: called them both over in one cam 
aign, and being by accident at the ſame quarters, a moft 
remarkable friendſhip took place between them: they were 
always unhappy when abſent from each other, and their 
OR in raillery uſed to call them the win bro- 
ers. g * 
Upon their return to Englund thiy Rill kept up the 
moſt friendly correſpondence; and being appointed upon 
a recruiting party, they agreed to go down to Derbyſhire 


' (whieh, as it was their native groundy they Jud Io 
moſt likely to prove ſueceſsful. gol 


', Whilſt they were in theſe parts e went a | 
hunting together; and or evening, alter the ſport, being 
fatigued, through eagerneſs of the purſuit, they ſat them- 
ſel ves down upon a bank, and whine retroſpect of w of | 
paſt lives, fince they bad known each other, they be 
to have a reciprocal eurioſity concerning their family.” 


This mutual enquiry produced on both ſides ſuch a ſimilar 25 


unſatisfactory pedigree, that they were equally amazed at 
6 the uncertainty of their origin. 


* 5 
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Whil they were making this iuveſtigation; ed. 


e 2 2 There was 
am appearance uf get in his afpe@ that even the ruf- 


ticity: of his dreſs cbuld not entirety conceal; and upon his 


aſking them in à very friendly tone of vice, ; if they re- 
ſided near that place, they: both auſwered with ſueh amia- 


* entirely eaptivated the heart of the e 


* N a . 
Ny this time, however, recullecting that they were at 2 
very —— diſtance from the int where they had put 


p, che old man gate them an invitation to his cottage, as 


he calleSit; whin was much neatrer. As che vouths were 
ſtrangers in this country, and would probably be betighted 
if they dig mot accept of his yy they” were eaſily N. 
vailed upon to accompany. him. 

He conducted them home with e and gere them 
Fla utmoſt marks of hoſpiality i in his power. There-was, 


nevertheleſs; upon the old man's - conntenance a penfiveneſs 
_ fo deeply graven, 1 endeavoury at gaity were con- 
ſſtantiy ſuppreſſed with a deep figh; 3 — his eyes 


at times ſeemed: to catch: fire as he-alternately looked at the 
two youths3/ and they in turn felt, 'a. degree of .. 


whenever they meet the old man's eyes. 


Alter they had taken ſomie refreffiment, which the hoſt 
was greatly ſatisfied to find them apptove; he, with ſome 


. eurioſity, but which did not exceed the bounds — decency, 


Laid, he ſuppoſed chey were brothers, as they were ſo much 
Alike: to this Doreas and Eumenes >replied they were 
ſxorn · brothers, but-unacquainted/ that any relationſhip ſub- 
fiſted between chem. This anfwer made Areale 
hoſt ſtill more inquiſitive concerning their family; 
Doreas told him, 3 at the very time he wen Pn them, 
they were endeavouring to unravel the myſtery f their 


birth, which ſeemed. n and ——— on 


both fades. 9 2b 0 0 522 
;; Whalft: Doreas ſaid this, he accidently: ardugtinied, his 
r aaa and his: * miniature picture made its ap- 


pearance. 


* — 
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pearance. This no ſooner caught.the. old man's eye, thay, 
taking it in his hand, ſome what abruptly, he cried in ex- 
taſy, W hat do 1 ſee! here is the — of my poor 
„Alicia.“ This quickly brought on an explanation that 
induced Eumenes te ſhew his erotchet, and 1 was 
now made that would admit of no debate of their being 
brothers; and as from the account of Altamont (for ſuch 
the old man proved) it was equally certain that Sir Charles 
- mult be their common father; they reſolved there- 
fore to wait upon him the firſt opportunity, to pay their 
filial reſpects to him, and if pofible gain ſome tidings 'of, 


| their mother. 


This diſeovery gave new life to Altamont, who was 
perſuaded to come to London in-ſearch of his Alicia. Upon 
inquiry being made after Sir Charles, they found he was 
then à general officer, and had at the timed command in 
Flanders; and as Doreas: and Eumenes were foon ordered 
gver d join their corps, Altamont was alſo indueed to ac- 

e them in his voyage. 

pon their arrival at the Britiſh ebe found an en- | 
gagement had taken place a few days before, and that Sir 
Charles had been ee and we _ they alſo 
| learnt chat he was then at Tpres. Doreas and Eumenes 
having related their ſtory_to their colonel, and having ob- 
tained french paſſports, they repaired to Ypres, where th 
arrived time enough to be preſent at Alicia's nuptials wi 


Sir Charles. J 
Upon his being wounded and brought to that town, with - 


ſeveral other Engliſh officers, the ladies of the convent, a8 
uſual, attended the priſoners, and Sir Charles fortunately be- 
came Alicia's patient. From the loſs of blood and fatzgue, 
be was for — days given over — the phyſicians; but in 
2 ſhort time he. recovered * 5 " te. Giftinguiſh thoſe 
about him, and one of che firſt o chat pre ented itſelf 
was Alicia dreſſing his wounds. ae. cannot expreſs his 
ſurprize and — at this diſcovery, which increnſed on 
his 22 s acquainting * * be owed his life Fare 


* Ly 
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to that lady's aſſiduity- He now acknowledged. all his 


former erimes, and g giving a looſe to the emotions of his 


heart, ſwore, if he recovered his health, as the leaſt atone» 
ment he could make for the injuries he had done ſo amjablez 
ſo deſerving a woman, mm id | 
before 6012 at the altar. | 
| + Altamont's happineſs was now com plete, for he — Chan ; 
bel preſent, wich Doreas and — at his daughter's 
marriage. The ceremony was in a great degree interrupt- 


ed by Sir Charles and Alicia's being entirely occupied; with 


2 the ſtrangers; and though this awful deed fre- 
quently operates ſo ſtrongly upon the human frame, as to 
oy the parties of the power of anſwering neceſſary 
queſtionsʒ the force of blood was: {till ſo much er as 
to abſorb all other reflections. _ - | 
Such a ſcene preſently. enſued, as we ſhall Jar the 
reader's. imagination to ſupply; and Wall only add, that 
happineſs and joy were, at length, diffuſed through this 
- family; and the injured Alicia hath now an opportunity ot 


— 


| Nr the yy of yer merit and virtue. 


* 
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opulence conſtitutes: all their merit, all their virtue. 

is fortune was immenſe, and every lover trembled at the 
apprehenſion of his being a rival. He was not, however, 
happy m his perſon, being ill ſhaped, with a mean look, 
aud eyes that were rather malicious than ſentimental. His 
character was equivocal; * rich have ſuch a variety of 
eaprices, 


| I N the { city of” Wl ended one * thoſe 4 whoſe 


_— 
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eaprioes, chat none of their- aQtions-can.be depended an; 
the grounds. of avarice. and obduracy were nevertheleſa, 
very diſcernable _.in him; but theſe vices vaniſhed, at the 
fight of a fine face, and his gengrafity was boundleſs i in his, 
amours. He was alſo particularly fond of ſingular gi 

tions; inne bis pure, 
to the principal members. of the republic, who 0 had much; | 
credit and but little money. he effect of this liberality, 
was the obtaining honours, whieh made bim — 
throughout 1 which plainly ſhew that an avid: 
riches cannot gratify the anxiety of men. 

The rich Gabrigo had a — for his neighbour; but 
| though people of ſuch ſuperior merit as this, poet, generally, 
find admittance to the great, Gabrino ſcarce, knew Ruffui 
his learned neighbour. The man of letters had, meverthe-, 
leſs, his court; but then, it was very different from the 
grand eur of the others. At Gabrino's levee nothing. was, 

but ſuperb equipages and magnificent liveries; and.in, 

his apartments, ſhone. the riches; and curioſities of 22 To 

part of the globe. Ruſſini was yifited only — a few. plain 
Riends, and his choiceſt furniture was his ſibrary. 8 
— Ruſſini being eſteemed by all thoſe who are the = 
miters of ſuperior talents, did not envy Gabrino's, lot; 2 
{mall but certain income ſecured him from want; and As 
propoſed - living without ever increaſing, his expence, t 
anxieties of to- morrow never perplexed him. 1 
He was upon a level with the firſt, men of the lle, 

becauſe he ſtood in no need of them. Theſe men in place 
could not help allowing him eftcem,.. and being 2 2 pag ; 
judge of rt. actions, he was often obliged to do his ut- 
moſt to avoid deſpiſing them. He, viſited them as one ſe⸗ 
nator does another; he paid no mean adulation, no ſex- 


vile oomplaiſange, which, diſgraces — who. 
poſſeſs i it. Ruſſini ſpoke but fiele; _— — he did ſpeak | 
he did not ſtop to 3 A 


he completed his. defgn, and then, Tae wi ch the eme | 
Wen be himſeli had -obraiugd anenyione. „ + 


— 2 — 
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eveir from tlioſe, who ſeldom pay it to men iu his ſphere; 
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Nor chat he was wanting in reſpe& and regard, to thoſe 
Wann diſtinguiſhed by their birth; he was not haugh- 


ry through pride, but from conſciouſneſs of his own -worth 
and that ef — Such a conduct procured him reſpe& 


and —— men of his character would reſtore learn- | 
ing t6 1's. primitive honourable Rate. . / 

- Ruffint had too much merit, not to have enemies Many 
contemporary bards attacked him through envy; and they 
leagued- together to deſtroy him. He anſwered their at- 


tacks with ſo, much ſucceſs, that the ſhafts: of malice recoil- 


ed with double force upon themſelves. Hence, freſh» ca- 


hält, Freſh: vengeance. P Rufbnl in his youth had been 


fomewhat” too free with his pen; his enemies attacked him 
on this ſide ; they compoſed verſes in his own: ſtyle, and at- 
tribute them to him; and by theſe falſe imputations, 
urbich his former pieces eredited they endeavoured ey 
to uin him. 

In the meanwhile,- Gabrino purſugd his pleaſure;every 
day with freſh — - A young fellow of no fortune 
called Miaulini, had attached himſelf to Gabrino, in hopes 
of one. day acquiring one. He had — that re · 
conimended him to his patron, and none more than his {kill 
and dexterity in ſedueing the fair ſex; he had been in the 


ſervicæ of many venerable debauchees, in the honourable 


capacity of pandar; but note of than promiſed. ſo-fair to 
reward. bis — as the rich Gabrino 

Gabtino, paſſing one day in his ſedan chair, he obſerved 
a moſt beautiful female in another; the fimplicity: of her 
dreſs,” and the attention with which- the was reading, per -· 
unded Him; that ſhe could not be -  courtezan; a- ſmile 


which che paffage ſhe- was peruſing excited, gave addition · 


at tuftre* to her "charmd;annd- . N ee was 


taken by ſurprize. 


A. e Was lena diſpatched 0 know who 
ne was; and here ſhe refided, - He brought back news 


- Nn was eſtermed a modeſt woman in the neighbour- 


hood. 
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hood. In conſequence of this-intelligenee Miaufini was 
immediately ſet co work This expert Pandar won ob- 
tained! her name, and am infight inte her Character: Sue 
was called Bohemina; was married, and her infidelity to 
her Raſland was well known: Mizulint did nat lofe 
much time iu gaining aceeſs t6 her. Bohemina, however, 
for ſome time, turned a deaf ear to all his propoſals — 
talked of her reputation — her love for her huſband . her 
virtue — nay her religion. Miaulini was not folleft't 
rhis defence: ir was what he expected, and a 
pre - ure to renewahe" charge. He '{aw through all her 
diſſembling, yet he appeared lo think her chaſte as Diana; 
but in the eulogiums he paid to her ſenſe; he fo artfully 
blended the moſt perſuaſive — as well as propo- 
fals, that Bohemina at length d mate Hasen 
found the avenue to her heart, and che —— Miaulini 
flew in triumph to the impatient Gabrino with news of 
his ſucceſs, - 
The conditions of the (clear we pee hard for 10 
Genoeſe — but his paſſion was'not'ro be obffrncrd by wi- 
fles,' and he ſubmitted to all his miſtreſs's demands. She 
poſiofſed his Whole ſoul 3 ſhe knew it, and ſhe” thought the 
had artiflee ſoon to poſſeſs his whole fortune! She failed 
not to acquaint him, chat her huſband's jealouſy gave her 
great uneaſineſs; that ſne dreaded his vengeance, and that 
this terror, which eonſtantiy po fleffed her, eſtranged her 
to all pleaſure-2ud enjoyment, : Guile, willing to re- 
— her former ſerenity, fed ker what would” be 
the beſt method of divertivig/her haſband's;artention; The 
ſureſt way; ſhe replied; would be to putchaſe Him 4 ſmall 
eſtate near Genoa: ke is fond of the countty'; and, whilft 
he is employed in cultivating bis ds, "we maß live 10- | 
gether without interruption or uneafineſs; MS: Woes: 
Such a purchaſe could not fail to make Gabrino mt; 
Bohemins haf already coft Kirk immenſe ſums: but he ne- 
vertheleſagreedto'it, im hopes thar\ this eftate being ful 
cent do ſupport che huſand Kewoult in the ent have * 
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give Bohemina. The eſtate was accordingly. purehaſed · 
ee huſband being now lord of a manor, went to 
ho himſelf to his vaſſals, and Gabrino remained to keey 
wife company. A ſhort time aſter, Bohemi na inſinua- 

20 to, her lover, that being known throughout all Geno a 
for hi els, it was neceſſary. to ſupport the dignity. uf 
his rank, to give her 4 more numerous -retinue, and not 

let ber any longer be upon a level with the miſtreſſes of 

common marquiſes. This regard which Bohemina had for 

Gabrino's reputation, was not very agreeable. to him; but 
he was gone too far to recede, and — magnifi- 
cence ;in. dreſs, and equipage, attracted the eyes of all Ge- 

|. She next perſuaded him that it would be more ele · 

Yank to, make her miſtreſs of her own fortune, inſtead of 
receiving a certain ſtipend, and that he would afterwards 
have the ſatisfa ion of viſiting her without her being 

comp ed inceſſantly to aſk, and he to give. 

She was — — of her power long before he 240 
this requeſt > none of her ſex ſurpaſſed, her in artifice, and 
when once ſhe made a demand ſhe ſat every engine in mo- 
tion till ſh e had accompliſhed her deſign — no wonder then 
that the enamoured doating Gabrino, ſhould even yield to 
this — no wonder that he. ſhould transfer to her a. vey 
conſiderable ſum in the bank of Genoa. + 

From this moment Bohemina's behaviour was quite 
different, Her huſband returned from the country, he 
threatened, he, ſtormed. Gabrino at firſt pac ified him with 
121 ents; ut theſe ſtorms burſt forth ſo = that having 

engch his eyes opened, he complained with a high hand 
8 are, upon. Bohemina anſwered hin, in the 
lame tone, and young. fellow. tolerably genteel, joined 

With the hyſban ife to make him hold bis tongue: 

a buſban, a e the clamoum of 2 violent woman, 

obliged Gabrina to quit the field. Ra 2 a ſhort 
. 2 15 footing; but when 

- he returned lhe oe on van ly he huſband — | 

ol Was bine that ſhe was gone to p d de 15 at 
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her country-houſe with the young fellow whom he had 
ſeen with her. This intelligence enraged him. He was 
at this inſtant joined by ſome of thoſe bravoes by profeſſion + 
ſo common in Italy: he mounted on horſe-back with: | 
them, and arrived at Bohemina's country ſeat, where he 
found her with her lover in an apartment, of hich they 
took ſpecial care to lock the doors; but they were pre- 
ſently broke open. The lover who put himſelf upon his 
defence, was ſoon levelled with the bravo's bludgeons; Bo- 
hemina, notwithftanding her intreaties, ſuffered alſo in che 
fray, and Gabrino did not leave her till he had rifled all 
her charms — with cuffs and blows. | 
After this expedition, Gabrino returned in wrimwph to 
Genoa, He imagined, that, having to do with perſons 
of no character, his influence and credit would ſoon ſtifle 
the affair; but he was ſoon undeceived; a criminal, pro- 
ſecution was commenced againſt him; the ſenate took. cog- - 
nizance of the affair; and the aſſault being judged very 
ontrageous, upon che examitiation of circumſtances, Ga- 
brino's friends adviſed him to quit Genoa. ' In conſequence - 
of this counſel,” he embarked his treaſure on board a ſhipg/ . | 
| and took with bim z great number of armed men, men, to de- 
=_ him in caſe of being attacked i in his voyages and * 
prepared to ſet ſail. | 
12 this time, the enemies of che poet Ruffni bad: 
been yery induſtrious, They had ſuborned ſo many falſe- 
witneſſes, and intereſted ſo many perſons in their cauſe, 
that Ruſſini, apprehending every moment to be taken up, 
ſeriouſly thought of flying. He. obſerved that every thing 
was in agitation at Gabrino's; and gaining intelligence of 
the cauſe of this diſorder by a ſervant of the houſe, he alſo 
learnt that Gabrino was preparing to quit Genen at night 
in order to retire into Spain. qt i e, 
Ruſſini had ſome friends there; and, befides, a man of 
2 loſes eras by the change of climate. This. ap- 
red to him à favourable opportunity; he apphed ta 
iaulivi, who ſometimes force himſelf in among men W . | 
letters; 7 | 
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letters; be candidly related to him the cauſe of his mis- 
fortunes, and the neceſſity there was for his quitting Ge- 
noa; Miaulini promiſed him a paſſage on board his maſ- 
ter's ſuip 3 and the hour of departure being arri ved, they. 
all embarked together. There was at firſt a, general con- 
fuſion on board; but ſome order at length took place, and 
Gabrina metired do his cabin. Ruflini remained upon 
deck; and, as he did not chuſe to make himſelf known to 
this Sande, he took a book and read. The ſails were 
looſed, and the ſhip began to move. Gabrino now came 
upon deck, to give one more look to that ſhore be was 
going for ever to leave; and having at length loſt fight 
of it, his eyes were engaged with other objects; — | 
ſerved Ruſſini, and remarked his ſerenity, Migulipi ac- 
quainted bm with the-name of this poet; and the Genoeſe 
— — ne bis company in dh ably hi 
genius,.. 2 com n 

ther chey retired, = * 

Nuſbiat had never been &-financier, and Gabring- had 
ver ben ideas of any other, bufineſa/ ſo that at firſt they 
wpre: very bad company; and in was ſame time before they 
broke filence. gth: not ſtand - 
much. upon punRilias —— what 
he propoſed doing in foreign countries. The ſame as 


I did at Genoa,” he repliedl. <-Your's: is (nevertheleſs, 2 


very bed erde,“ ſaid Gabrino, ſmiling; „ If Ewere vou, 
I would give up books of learning for thoſe of aceount; 
— — by-the others, dependant.” 4 1 
am quite o morden apiniun, replied Ruſſini; (if we 

; we: ſtand — 6 nobody 3 ; but 
greateſt: have becaſion for: our afliftance;” 

10 ee is that yu ſay?” cried. Gabrino— 41 have; 
ſeen in my time fifty ſcholars, chat thought themſelves - 
very happy. to deſerve the beneficence of people in afflu- 
ence,” There are, indeed ſome: of — anſwered 
Ruffini, & but — are others to whom: fortune has not 
r and who. wich little are able rade 

* without 


— 
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without the aſſiſtance of thoſe who have à great deal. Be- 
fides, when even men of — — to the 
ſhocking ner of having maſters, are always de- 
8 of — eſteem: in — 2 — to the 
EPA them; and the occaſion they have ſor 
not prevent their being very uſeful to chem. 
a ot oe certainly joke,” rejoined Gabrino, in the ſame 
tone he began; ag greateſt; part of thoſe book - worms 
that I have met with at good tables, were ſo. ready to de- 
preciate'their patrons, one would have imagined that they 
came only to make their faulw! the more —— and 
thereby reuder them — nnn fucks ie 
the uſe of theſe people.? 


8 n ingratirude;” anfwered: Nuts, 
© ho have not j to diftin NEE of 
their benevolence, are cow tho re- 


public's ſoldiersʒ "they are nevercheleſs:pa -this does 


n 
ceſſary,” „ Apreed,” Gabrino, 4 but of what uſe 
can mem of letters: be to th ſur my 


acknowledge; 

part, .F rr nn 

chem. 

hen,“ ſaid: Nduſſini, %a manvof* talents joins to 
den advantages the qualities that render a: man amiable, 
he does honour to — of : his patromg che world en- 
teftainis a favourable opinion of — he acquires 
without ſtudy; and only by converſation, the knowledge: of 
a thouſand uſefal things that may occationally be beneficial 
to him. His idlenefs is 0 longer pernicious; he: is gro- 
dually led to amuſe kimſelf with: agreeable-booksy which 
gives his mind a turn for order and perſpicuizyy It enga- 
ged in any difficult buſineſs, he . 
an intelligent and affe Wonads friend if any errors app 
_ — , thy are pointed out to him without bitter- 
neſs; ourable interpretation is given to his equivocal 
actieurz which, without this aſſiſtanoe, would-be maliciouſ-· 
ly explained. A man of letters has always W 


* 
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deſt company z and here his protector is ſure of having a 


zealous advocate, who knows how to circulate the bene 


 kicence of a good action without hurting his patron's mo- 


deſty; by this means he daily acquires new friends and. 
admirers, who join iffue with the man of letters in praiſing 
his virtues and extolling his character. What ſhould be 
the principal object of the great? doubtleſs eſteem: and 
can ſo certainly procure them the advantages of a 
ſaining reputation as à celebrated man?? 
+ Gabrino- did not enter into the deliescy of theſe. 5 
ments; he already began to nod; every one walked, on 


up-toe, and Ruſſini retired. Night appfoached,'and the 


wind, which at firſt was favourable, ſuddenly : changed; 
ri clouds were diſcovered: from afar, and the ſea began to 


foam, But this was nothing: preſently a dreadful clap- 
of thunder foretold the coming tempeſt — the lightening; 


now darted on every fide: and the contending winds! en- 


2 — } you that roaring thunder, whoſe dreadful: 
e Was urpaſſed by the aging Wilen. W 
The ſailors eried ut on every fide,” Gabrino was, 
zwakened by the noiſe; he came u deck almoſt life- 
leſs, with fear; but the rain, the lightening, che peals of 
thunder, and the" burſting waves, ' ſoon drove him from 
thence. He returned to his cabin more dead than alive; 
and all his people were unable to chear him, while every, 
tols...of the ſhip darted ſo many 1 poignards to his: heart 


* 
Ruſlini, on the contrary, — i like a man acquainte- 


eld with the Little intrinſie. value of liſe; yet, — 


reaſon to preſerve it, he aſſiſted with all nie might to. wor 
the pumps, and ſeemed: no farther concerned this dan- 


gets chan was needful to parry it. [The t became. 
eflant.; che waves; were more elamorous and poor Ga- 


brino appeared as if he was — in the gulph. 
of crernal toxments.' oy u hen i. 

, Ar lengch the morn, began-to dawn, dhe form gradually 
Lminiſhed,. er me n wen 


He 
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He now went upon deck to view-from afar that land 
which he had deſpaired of ever again ſeeing. He was 


gazing on every fide, when conſternation and diſmay ſeiz- 


Corſairs were too numerous, and at length conipelled th 
Italians to firike. They boarded her in ſhoals, put the 
wounded out'of their pain, by throwing.them overboard 
with the dead, and loaded the others with chains. 
. .Gabrino, whom they were juſt going to caſt into the ſea, 
taking him for a dead corpſe ſtretched at length, ſaw all 
his treaſure carried on board the enemy's ſhip, whither he 
was alſo conducted after the miſtake was diſcovered, - He 
was now ſtripped of all his fine eloaths; inſtead of which 
he was clad in a ſoldier's coat, whoſe former maſter had 
loſt his life in the conflict, and then united with the other 
ſlaves. AAR th N 
The captain of the Corſair was an Italian renogade, 

who, finding, his priſoners to be Genoeſe, came himſelf to 
interrogate them. All he could collect from Gabrino were 
only tokens of folly and weakneſs, which rendered him 
contemptiblez but coming to Ruſſini, he was ſo charmed 
with the ſteadineſs of his mind, that, by a diſtinction ve+ 
ry uncommon in ſuch caſes, he that very day invited him 
to eat at his table. Ruſſini related his ſtory, whereby he 
gained the eaptain's eſteem, who having had ſome education 
in his youth, was glad to meet with a man capable of ſup- 
porting a rational converſation, 

.  Gabrino's treaſure was a capture ſufficient to render the 
| Corſair one of the moſt opulent in Algiers ;. he therefore 


reſol ved 
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- reſolved Se ſpeedily "hither, teft he ſhould meet with 
An ly, The gon onget than dine. They ſoon anchored in 
governor had a moity of the Corfair's ca 
oo i er and Ruſſini fell to his ſhare. The I | 
ar 6, was unqualified for any thing above. ground, was ſent 
to work in the quarties. The other, on 0 contrary, hav- 
0 ing 7 8 ome uſeful talents, was allotted an honour- 
| * Able em ployment. Ne in addicted to poetry „ he had 
„ great Mill in that part bf mathematicks which Wel ine to 
li architeture and the oonſtruction of gallies, = 
i He was uſeful to the Corfairs in both reſpects; and fo 
| Yucceſsful, that he ſoon gained a; k--4 ample Gertiine, Rar 
| _ tron * long fince 7 Ruffini's freedom; and as 
| 


| fate of Gabrino extremely much affected My he now 
| Exerted his power with ſucceſs in procuring the enlarge- 
1 ment of his unfortunate companion; he th drew bem 
| From his * Telesſed him from bis chains, and the 
Ill governor, by a fingular favour, having granted him leave 
= % return to Europe; he conducted Gabrino thither; ſoften- 
| the proſecutions againſt him at Genoa, theh ſeftled there 
1 ay him, and procured him ſeveral great advantages, which 
| | reftored him to eaſy affluence. * 
li This affair was ſoon promulgated throughout Genoa; 
a Kuſſini's generofity was every were extolled,,2nd from that 
| dime arts aud ſciences have there been more eſteemed and 
honoured, Parents are now convinced that when their 
i Children are poſſeſſed of talents, they inherit what is far 
| wore durable than even riches themſelves. , 
| 
ſ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


- 4 — * 


RE 


GENEROUS DOUNTRE'GIRL. 45 


- 


i EO OHIO HOKE 


THE-GENEROUS-CO UNTRY oat. 


. / 7 

« * ; 

1 53 my 6 . Ys 
0 * isi 5 26 NN 

if . , — 


+ 


DISINTERESTED LOVE. 


ov Rn = Sa, MN ; 
ly meant to be an amuſement, :Themarguis de:Cler- \ 
Is, who was young, | lovely, and: formed to pleaſe, had 
refuſed twenty matches, every one d which was more con- 
 Hiderable-than-the- other 3 but his taſte For liberty had been 
2 bar in the way of his ſettlement, However, a plain 
country girl diſconcerted the plan of independence which he 
| bad ſketchedwar4o himfel5 .and be in feen going wg. ive his 
- hand to his own farmer's daughter. De Clerville, ch 28 
we have juſt now deſcribed him, bought a pretty eſtate that 
lay contiguous to another of his own. He was induced to 
make this purchaſe through the ſollicitations of one of 
- His . whoſe name was Boiſſart, a . honeſt 
man. 
The enarquis ſoon perceived within, ae 
N and, though he had no thoughts 
of refiding there, yet he was very eaget to ſet labourers 
upon it: for man muſt have ſome object of employment, 
and his eſtate ſerved Clerville inſtead of a better. One day 
as he happened to be at Boiſſart's, he ſaw there a young 
woman extremely pretty, which made him very earneſt in 
iring who ſhe was; the farmer told him ſhe was his 


inqui 
daughter, / . bal at a convent for ber education. 
| A 


| 


& 
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As this is not an uſual thing among country people, Cler- 
ville aſked him why he did not keep her at home, that ſhe 
might be afliſting to her mother. * 


The reaſon (anſwered Boiſſart) for it is, becauſe I have 
no other intention than to procure her happineſs. I could 
wiſh that Angelica would refdlve to take the religious vows 
upon her. Think not, added he, that this is with any 
view of ſacrificing her to the intereſt of my ſon; they are 
both equally dear to me. I would, however, freely con- 
ſent to beſtow half of what little I have in the world to ſee 
her take that reſolution; and it is purely for her good that 
I have conceived any ſuch wiſh. For, in ſhort, what fet- 
_ ©" tlement for life can I procure her? None, where ſheican 
find fo much happineſs, as in a.cloiſterz/ and, I may add 
Too, none that is more worthy of herſelf: yes, continued 
the honeſt farmer, I may ſpeak in this manner too, and 
whoever ſhall be acquainted with her, cannot imagine that 
I am guided by a blind fondneſs in the opinion Ihave con- 
ceived of her.. 444 8 i e 
She does not then give into the ſame opinion with you, 
anſwered the marquis, and a cloiſter is not to her taſte ? 
Ves, yes, returned her father, it is, and yet ſhe cannot re- 
. | folveto take the religious veil: not that ſhe has a mind to 
mary; for ſhe is as well convinced as Lam, that I cannot 
-' procure her, in that ſtate, the happineſs ſhe deſerves. -. She 
has a heart-exalted above her condition; and, without en- 
tertaining any contemptible notions of her equals, ſhe does 
not find herſelf formed to live among them, nor to employ 
herſelf wholly in ſuch ocepations as the narrowneſs of her 
fortune will oblige her to take up wit. 
Moreover, ſhe is afraid to engage herſelf in a ſtate from 
which death alone can deliver her; and I, for my own part, 
fear every thing, ſhould I happen to die before ſhe has made 
choice obs ſettlement. She is a girl of underſtanding it is 
true; but what aſſurance can one conceive of a young wo- 
man that is left to her own conduct? For, 
e | eart 


' GENEROUS COUNTRY GIRL. 121 


heart ſpeak to her in behalf of any body, to what hazards 
muſt ſhe then be expoſed ?, 


As he ended theſe words, bis daughter came in, upon. 


whom the marquis could not forbear looking without admi- 
ration. He aſked her a few queſtions; ſhe gave him mo- 
deſt anſwers to them, but with all the ſprightlineſs imagin- 
able. He then revirned to his country-ſeat, thither the iden 
of Angelica followed him; and from that day forwards he 
was very often at the farmes' s: here he ſaw this charming 
creature, and tried every way he could to make her read in 
his eyes that the pleaſure of ſeeing her was the moti ve that 
drew him thit her. 
After ſome interval, he one day found her at -home by 
herſelf, when ſhe offered to go and — for her father : no, 
no, ſays Clerville to her, foi ill wait for him; and whil& 
Is am with you, contiened; he, I ſhall not perceive that he 
ſtays long: Angelica gracefully returned the marquis's po- 
litenefs. - He then aſked her if ſhe ſhould tarry any time 
with her father, to which ſhe made anſwer, that in a few 
days ſhe propoſed to return to the couvent. 
What ſo u replied Clerville, will you | valinterily 
ſhut yourſelf up! Would not you rather chuſe to ſtay here? 
If I had any great mind to-that, returned ſhe, my father has 


\friendſbip enough for me not to oppoſe ãt; but I have been 


brought up fror my tendereſt years im the convent, where are a 
thouſand charms par rarer for me: the habit of living 
there, and the iran quillity I there enjoy, ſerve me as great 
amuſements. That is wiſely ſpoken, returned Clerville to 
her z but tell me now frankly, does your liking to a retired 
lite proceed from your natural inclination, or from ſome- 


thing adventitious that determines your reaſon? Snppoſe 
vou were to find yourſelf in a more brilliant — 
would yoù ſtill retain that inclination? I do not knew | 
that, ſays ſne; but I will own to you that the liking which 


1 haye for a recluſe life is no more than a comparative lik- 
ing? I love it better than the life I lead We _ were it 
Sade 1, ol o kevin | in 


— 
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in my power to lead any other, perhaps the ſeale would not 

ancline to the fide of the cloiſter. | 

It were a great loſs that ſuch a lovely creature as you are 
ſhould ſhut herſelf up all the reſt of her Lf Fair Angeli- 
ca, continued the marquis, you affect as if you did not un- 
derftand me; though you might for ſome time paſt, have 
read in my eyes what paſſes in my heart. Know then that 

| T adore you, ſweet angel! Fortune has put it in my power 
to repair the injury ſhe has done you, and it is only from 
this moment that I know the value of thoſe bleſſings which 
ſhe has beſtowed upon me. My love can perform every 

thing for you; will you refuſe to do ſomething in return to 
it? Upon uttering theſe: words, the marquis would have 
embraced her, but ſhe turned him A with an air of diſ- 
dain. 

LI am, fays ſhe, - a very unhappy creature, that my pover- 

' ty ſhould expoſe me to ſuch kind of language: it does not 
become a man of honour to demean himſelf ſo as to inſult 
me with a ſtate which I never before found ſo miſerable as | 
at this very moment. Here tears flowed into her eyes | 
Clerville, at this time, imagined that her virtue, after hin | 
alarmed by an attack which it had never before undergone, | 
would foon languifh and give way in the arms of an impor- 
tunate lover; he therefore gave her freſſi aſſurances that be 
adored her, and thinking to perſuade her, not ſo much by 
the rhetoric of his words, as geſtures, he had a mind to puſh 
matters a little farther, 

One makes (ſays Angelica, ſeizing upon' a knife that 
ſhe ſaw lie upon a table) what defence one can againſt an 
aſſaſſin, and the man Aves would rob me of "Pp honour I 

look upon as ſuch. | 

Dai this the marquis withdrew: come not near . 
continued ſhe, or I ſhall let you know the ene you do 

mer in ſuſpecting me capable of baſeneſs. 

Clerville, aſtoniſhed at a ſteady firmneſs which he did not 
expect, changed his battery immediately: Good-lack-a- 


aay ! ſays he to __ if it be criminal to love you, if my 
paflion 


« e. 
K 
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paſſion make you outrageous, revenge yourſelf, I find that 
I cannot but be ſtill culpable; I will then always love, 
—_— "74 r Po; 350 5 
7 Your friendſhip, anſwered Angelica, does me honour, . | 
and it ſhall _ be my endeavour to merit your ; eſteem; my | 
heart is noble, if my extraction be not ſo: want af birth is 
not at all incompatible with honour, and ſhould not draw | 
upon me the diſreſpect you. plainly an 
At each word the marquis s ſurprize roſe. higher and high- 
er; now eſteem, reſpect, and love took place of — — 5 
timents which had at firſt ſet him on works, 
Lou form a very wrong judgement, ſays he to her, of 
my way of chinking; the, moſt violent, love has been the 
cauſe of my crime, for I look upon myſelf as guilty, in 
that I could even have diſobliged you: I have, continued he, 
the moſt fincere eſteem for you, but is not your heart ca- 
pable of ſome meaſure of inſenſibilit — 
It would, perhaps, anſwered. Angelica, have been ſo 
weak, as to have had too much of it for any one who had 
given me leſs provocation; and you haye done me ſome 
ſervice by letting me know your way of thinking. 
Clerville could make her no anſwer: he perceived Boiſ- 
ſart come in again; whereupon he endeavoured to conceal 
the confuſion he was in, and he put off, till next day, any 
further converſation on this ſubjec t. 7 
The firſt ſentiments with which Angeliea had inſpired the 
marquis were not very delicate; the heart had but a very 
little ſhare therein, and it was juſt no more than the liking 
which draws. us towards àn object we find amiable, that 
had thus far actuated him, He wanted ſome employment, . 
and he imagined he ſhould find an amuſement. to fill up the 
vacant hours of ſo long a ſtay in the country; and, being 
naturally of an indolent diſpoſition, he had looked on this ads 
2a charming intrigue, in which. he reckoned money would 
defray all the charges, ſave him from a thouſand little auxi- 
£ties, and deliver him from that reſiſtance which the ſex 
a a »4 the exvlode; mathe favours they graut. 8 2 
1 : ? 2 But 
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But his ſentiments were now quite changed; the eſteem \ 
which he conceived for the farmer's young daughter had 
quite refined them, the heart ſpoke ; What ſpirit, what 
greatneſs of. ſou}, and what virtue, ſaid he to himſelf, is 
there in returning to her! She is not inſenfible, and I may 
hope to be able to communicate my ſentiments to her; this | 
I am affured of by the laft words ſhe ſpoke, and more ſtill 
by that lovely, frankneſs of her's : + You have done me 
ſome ſervice in letting me know your way of thinking.” 
Is not this telling me that her heart is for me? © + © 
He was poſſeſſed with this ſweet reverie a long while; 
and he repreſented to himſelf his own happineſs, ſometimes 
as an object near at hand, and at other times as afar off; 


TD 
ry 


but always as a thing inconteſtable, He imagined that a 


woman whoſe heart is affected for any ' perſon, does not 
hold out long againſt him, if he knows how to improve 
his advantages. e e ER ene . VA eh dN g, 
The ni oh paſſed and the marquis e Phe te- 
turn to Angelica, when he received a letter from Boiſſart, 
acquainting him that his daughter having earneſtly impor- 
tuned him to reconduct her to the convent, he could not re- 
fuſe her that favour, and begged to be excuſed; but, as ſoon 
as he returned, he would be ſure to wait on him to receive 
eee e ee eee nth ee bop 
What news muſt this be to a man who believed himſelf 
already happy! Can I, ſaid he to himſelf, ſee the lovely 
object? Will permiffion be granted me for that purpoſe ? 


* 


Thus he paſſed a very cruel uneaſy day, when towards even- | 


ing the farmer arrives; and, by the manner in which he 
- talked of his daughter, the marquis was confirmed in the 
tears he was under, that ſhe had complained to her father of 
hike AR CD FTP ION 94 19 n 5 220 0 4 815 0 
The marquis was eight days before he durſt venture to go 
near the convent, but at length he took horſe and arrived 
there; be called for Angelica in her father's name, Wo 
ſoon appeared in the parlour, into which he had been in- 
troduced Juſt before. She ſhewed great ſurprize at the light - 
16 4 : | * 


- 
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of Clerville, and was even upon the point of withdrawing 
out of the room. | 4 
He read her intention in her eyes; Pray, madam, ſays 
he to her, be ſo good as to ſtay, not fly from a lover who 
had no need of your putting up any bars to keep him with- 
in the. bounds of that reſpect which is due to you 
from him. If I could be ſo unhappy as to diſoblige you, 
I am come to offer you a penitent criminal, and to ſubmtt 
to whatever penalty you ſhould be pleaſed to inflict; he will 
reckon himſelf happy, if you will but permit him to ſee you 
ſometimes, which is the only recompenſe that the moſt 
tender paſſion demands, will you refute me this? _. 
I I do not know as to that, anſwered ſhe, and, confider- 
ing in what manner you have treated me, I cannot, refer it 
to you what I ought to do; otherwiſe I would have putit to 
. yourſelf, whether the noiſe your viſits would be very likely 
to make, might not prove injurious to my reputation. 
I would have followed your advice ſome time ago, but 
what appearance is there I ſnould truſt to it after? — Yes, 
yes, fair Angelica, returned Clerville . briſkly, you may 
very ſafely; your ſentiments are too reſpectable, but that I 
muſt anſwer the confidence you repoſe in me as I ought. 
I ſhall fee you then as ſeldom as poſſible in public. Let 
how dear will this reſerve coſt me! but what is it that I 
ſhall ſcruple to do, in order to ſalve a reputation, upon 
wing depends all my happineſs; and will you fill perfiſt 
inflexible to my love? __ + ME Tis bs 
Take, ſays ſhe to him, thorough cognizance of me, and 
ſee yourſelf what you may expect by that which I have been 
already capable of doing, and by what Iam going to declare 
to you. * 8 ö . 
From the firſt moment I ſaw you I cannot tell what has | 
paſſed within my breaſt, I have always wiſhed. to ſee you 
again, and felt uneafineſs in your abſence, In ſhort, . ad- 
ded ſhe, with a bluſh, my heart has ſpoken a language to 
me in your behalf to which I was quite a ſtranger before 1 


Knew. you. * Bo 
„ G 3 ee 


— edema. I 


and trembled when he conſidered how far 
carry _—_ 7 


he quitted the country fo 
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The marquis, all in raptures, returned the fir his thanks 


for this open declaration, and pronounced himſelf the hap- 
pieſt man alive. 1 with, replied ſhe, that you may be ſo; 
but, if in loving you I was able to fly from you, 1 find that 
1 have reſolution enough Rill left never to ſee you any more, 


if bn: fail of that decorum and reſerve which I require of 
Clerville, after affuring her that ſhe had nothing to 


Fils: on that feore, told her all that could inſpire het with 


the moſt Hyely and moſt tender paſſion, 221 at laſt he t took 


his leave and withdrew, 


"While upon the road, he Wen upon che emotions of 


his own heart, and the effects OM 1 f N 
is paſſion i gh 


Angelica, ſaid he to himſelf, is a woman off, plrit, and virtue 
too, or ſhe affects to have enough of it to be "able to deprive 
me of all hopes of being happy; 1. loye ber, and 1 can do 
any thi ing. e Ae 

"He was wholly taken up with theſe thoughts till he came 


do his country ſeat, when ſuch reflexions flowed in to his 


aſſiſtance, as determined him to ſee her no more.  How- 

'ever, his reaſon, in pointing to him what he had to fear 

cn fuch a reſolution, did not leave him ſtrength fufficient 
= the better of his, 'paffion. f 

Fe continued ſome days without going do ſee Agghtics; ; 

15 ra while, but abſence only infla- 


— his love. He returned again fully reſolved to con- 
— coſt what it would, the inflexibility of che fair one. 
ccotdingly he repaited to the convent, and uſed all the 
arts he conld to prevail upon her to return to her father's, | 
but ſhe ſtill perſiſted obſtinate. 
I do not at all fear you, faid ſhe to the marquis, and 1 


do not know, if I ought not to be apprehenſive of fear my- 


ſelf; let me live! in peace, nothing can make me change my 


| leine ; you love me, and J have avowed to you, that I 
loved you, what would you have more? Let us then 
live ſatisfied with this 3 you = ſee me here 


the 
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he ſame as at my father's! and, if it be true chat you 


have an efteem for me, you can defire no more of me. 

What would be the- caſe; were I to quit my eonyent; 
What, do you think I am capable of ſuch weakneſs, and 
that I am. taxed of oppoſition? It is you, who, have forced 
me to retire. hither, To what dangers ſhould I expoſe 
myſelf, if I returned home? I ſhould ſee you every mo- 
ment, you would importune me, I ſhould perhaps yield ? 
reflexion would afterwards, raiſe horror in my breaſt againſt 
you; I ſhould hate you, and could no longer ſee a man, 
whole preſence would be an eternal reproach to me, 

I will go farther, ſuppoſe I ſhould ſoon. be loſt to. all 
ſenſe of ſhame, then you woauld\ſhun me with the ſame ear- 

neſtneſs which you nom affect to ſhew in finding me out; 
I ſhould all my life have cauſe to reproach. .myſelf with a 
crime, N moregrzer I mould have; the mortification of ies 
ing myſelfdeſpiſed. 

5 — a man of —— Ho bez 1 appeal to your- 
ſelf upon this head, whether theſe are monſtrous chimeras 
Which I raiſe to myſelf without any manner of occaſion, and 
whether one of theſe three things juſt, now mentioned would 
not be the caſe, | ../. 

No, no, charming Angelica, 1 the marquis; 
and, to ſhew you — far my tenderneſs goes, do but con- 
ſent to make me happy, and I fly this moment to aſk your 
father's 2pprobation. Will you have any ſeruple to take 
me for a huſband ? 

Ang we pauſed for ſome time without making any an- 
ſwer ; — all in a flutter and confuſion, but, reſu- 
ming — thread of her diſcourſe, No, ſays ſhe, I will 
not vonſent to it, and this would — ill requiting ys ſen- 
timents you entertain of me, ſhould I accept à propoſal 

Which your paſſion alone induces you to make. 
This paſſion will not always laſt; I know what ꝓou are, 
and what I am myſelf, without birth, and without fortune; 
you yillquickly repent of your Wits OPIN! oo 

+ ana tuo alet: 94 | and 


the ſole arbitreſs. 
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and in that caſe I ſhould be the moſt wretched woman upon 


** Baniſh, returned Clerville, fuck fears, they do but 


wrong me; I love you, and you flatter me with ſome kind 
of return, ſo that we muſt needs be happy together. An 
illuſtrous birth and an ample fortune do not conſtitute hap- 


pines; ſuch bleffings as theſe are'extrinfic to man, you 


bave advantages that peculiarly belong to yourſelf, and which 


T value infinitely more; your virtue and your beauty are 


true bleffings, and this is a more real merit, than that which 


is commonly tacked by the world to birth, where fortune is 
| You are quite blinded, ſays Angelica to- him, by your 
love; reflect, Sir, not for the preſent moment, but ſor the 
remainder of your liſe. This beauty which yon account 
ſo much, and extol ſo highly above what it really is, is a 
bleſſing of a ſhort duration; the leaſt accident in life can 
ſtrip me of it, and, even without that, years will anon 


bring it to decay. When dhe external figure of my body 
| ceaſes any more to be pleafing,' you will abate a good deal 
of the opinion you have concerved of my underſtanding; 


you will bring it down to its true value, that is, to a mere 


"trifle. It requires not great attention to ſee that very often 


the fine ſhape of a Woman does ſolely add weight to what 


the ſays, and which would be locked upon as nothing in 


* 


y other mouth. The time will come when this ſhall be | 
F e n 


N my caſe, 2 3 N ** en 5 ts - "Is 
With regard to my character, is it poffible for Fon to 


know it thoroughly? Two months of marriage might per- 
haps diſcover to you in it ſuch oddities as might throw you 


into the gulph of deſpair. No, Frepeat ĩt to — again, 1 
will never conſent to make you miſerable., 


{ et us know - 
each other, and love each other; I ſhall have no reaſon tb 
'reproath myſelf ith the knowkdge of your worth, and I 
will let my Heart follow its own inclinations; ſo that ch 
is all that. Tran do for you, and be perſuaded, ithat; if 1 
loved you leſs, I would not have refuſed. your offer. 1 | 
| | 5 
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I be marquis, in his going to ſee Angelica, had not ah- | 
ſolutely a mind to take 2 to wifey but the obſtinate xe [ 
fiſtance he met with from her, at laſt, determined him. 
He did all he could to perſuade her, but it was to no\pyt- 
FE ag png Tack f oogu® 1... 
her at her father's hands. If you prevail with him, . ſays 
| the to Clerville, to ſecond your withes, I do not heſitate 
one moment longer, here I take on the veil, I chuſe ra- 
ther to ſacrifice myſelf, that I might not render you miſer- 
able, than to expoſe you to certain remorſe, which would 
. diſturb the eaſe-of uur life, and lay me open to all thoſe 
chagrins and anxious reflexions which would conſtantly at- 
tend me, and which I could neyer ſhake off. 


. . * * 


.. | Clerville withdrew more enamoured than ever, ard he 
ſpoke to the father; upon this Boiſſart, ſtruek with ſur- 
prize, flew immediately to find his daughter, whom he even 
preſſed; but ſne gave him the ſame anſwer as ſhe had done 

before to the marquis. In fine, as to their intentibn of 
taking her from the convent, ſhe- proteſted that, if they 

committed the leaft violence upon her - inclinations, ſhe 
would take the WW. eee #5? dra 

The marquis returned to ſee Angelica, cumplained to 

her, and aceuſed her of having but very little affection for 
him. But ſhe ſtill aſſured him, that, if ſhe had loved him 
leſs, her conduct would have been quite different. Cler- 
ville, when he ſaw that nothing eould conquer het obſtina- 
ey, took his leave, and ſet out to return. to Paris. 
He imagined, that he might loſe the very idea of his 
love in the midft of pleaſures but this proved a vain reme- 
dy; his paſſion was too ſtrong, be returned to his eſtate in 
. the country, from which he flew to the convent more en- 
amoured than ever. Angelica ſtill continued in the ſame 
mind, yet ſhe, was glad to ſee her lover again, who, being 
deeply affected at her inflexible obſtinaey, fell dangerouſly 
ill; ſhe was ſorry to hear the ſtate the marquis lay in, but 
ber father at length got her to eonſent to quit the convent; 
ſhe went to fee Clerville, was very ſorry for him, and at 
G 5 laſt 
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laſt eame to get the better of her , delicacy ; y PROP which 


the marquis quickly recovered, and Hymen | crowned b both 
"theſe tender lovers, 4 966 


Now the marquis de Clerville i 18 che bappieſt man aliye; 3 


he ſtill finds his Angelica A terider-tiearted and delicate fe- 


male, who knows her province; 4 refined friend, an en- 
dearin ing ſponſe, and one Who gives him no other uneah- 
"neſs, than that of being l flatter himſelf that he de- 
Kerves ber. e 
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AbMolskLLE la Blane, 150 Monfieur le 
| Clere, met by chance at an afſembly. La Blane, 


Nett un 


£1 = 9 prudent girl, looked at le Clere with ſuch = 


ſure the rt time ſhe ſaw him, that ſne was afraid to look 
t him twice; but le Clerc, leſs fearful, fixed Bs 125 ſo 
Er- upon her, that he became enamoured. 

M. le Clere one day found an opportunity to ſped in 
private. to the young lady. He began by making a decla- 
tron of his paſſion. In ſhort, they were willing to mar- 

3 but the conſent of their parents was wantüng to com- 
Plete their union; in che mean time, however, they fre- 
quently ſaw each other, in order to communicate the proſ- 
pects they thought they had diſcovered of their approach- 


ing happineſs: nevertheleſs, che obſtacles remained the 


ſame: they diminiſhed bur in their eye; they diminifh- 


ed one after another, as the defire of furmounting them 
increaſed: and, in the end, love ſo blinded them, that all 
- difficulties diſappeared. "They mutually plighted each 


viher's faith, and from that _—_ a ting” was put on the fin- 
n e 1 , n ger 
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ger of mademoiſelle; and both being convinced that mu - 


tual love and the nriptiad ring were bügle Gap? imagin - Ty 


ed themſelves the ſame as married. is! 1 85 

The father of le Clerc was then at, Pari aris4 Medes b 
was neceſſary, and our young couple ae 
propeteſt perſon to begin with z ſo le Clere reſalved to 
ſer out iramediately;. Their adieus were more tender than 

Tiers was fre a. he add, to bring back 
bis father's 'conſent, © © 

For ſome weeks mademiaifelle a Blanc, berween 5 
ſure and hope, was not ſo much to be — as in the ſe⸗ 
quel. At length, reſlexion began: to diſturb her; the 
— nothing of her lover; 2 

trayed, and abandoned; ſhe was with child; to whom | 
could ſhe complain? to whom truft in ſo eruel a ſituation? 
ſhe finds no — but in her tears. In which condition we 
will leave her, to neee . e ag in chis 
adventure. 

A woman of prope erty Indochina Abena 
to 2 rich 'citizen, wh was very deſirous Lge baving heifs. 
This woman, 'whoſe name was Courville, will appear 
quite oppoſite to mademoiſelle la Blanc. She had the mis»: 
fortune do be barren, which almoſt diſtracted her, . 
win almoſt made her hated by her buſband. , it ng 


The honeſt citizen, .who-was preparing for lie Ro 


age, was in deſpair to think he had no heir. One night, 
when he came home dorrowful ànd full of thought, his 


wife, who had been meditating all day how ſhe'ſhould.res; 


_ ceive him, waited the moment he Was going into bis room, 
and then,” as if tranſported, ran to him, threw her arma 
round his neck, crying out in /a faint voice, Good newe, 
my dear huſband, good neus? I am fo Ane I ſcarce 

can ſpeak. “ „ Why joyful?” ſaid che huſband,” „hat 


is the matter?“ She, inſtead of anſwering, * deck. | 
wards, like a woman that ſtaggers, and let herſelf fall into 


a gear chair, pretending the had fainted away. The good 
_ alarmed, does kis endea vours to — the re», 


covers 


* 
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covers a little; looks on him tenderly, and fays ta him im- 


a weak tone, Ah, my dear huſband, that is the third 


time I fainted away fince morning; and it is from theſe 
fits- proceed. my joy.“ She then embraces / him again in 

freſh : tranſports. :- ** Are you mad? ſays: the huſband. 
repeat to you, replies the wife, (, it is theſe faimt- 
ings, and: theſe heartachs,. which charm me; for they 
confirm the doubts 1 have long had: yes, my dear huſ- 


band, I believe I am capable on giving you a living pledge 


of my conjugal love.“ (Ah, Heaven!” cried the good 
cttizen, are you , then with child? Is it poſſiple?ꝰ She © 
{ſwears ſhe believes ſo; he kiſſes,” in return, the wife be 


r. pregnant: he is more kharmed than ſhe appears to 


In a word, from that moment till his departure; ſhe . 
. this farce of joy, and fainting: and he went away 
with the hopes of finding, on his return, the eldeſt ſon of 
many others ihe had promiſed him when they bid adieu. 

As ſoon as the huſband was gone, Madam Courville 


23 how to appear big in the eyes of her neighbours, 


and then to decreaſe it as if it had been real. To that end, 
" ſhe-ywiſt borrow a child. She was obliged to diſcover it 
to {omeiperſor-who could! aſſiſt her. She went and found 
out a midwife, s won who had formerly been her ſer- 
ant, ſkillful and intriguing, whaſe name — 1a Place: 
and after having 1 8225 a nr primalad ber a 
great reward. 
La Place, full of talks hi to praiſe w ber all the- 
Le ſparks at Lyons. Courville interrupted her in an- 
„Are yon mad?“ ſaid ſne, — know 


| ger? 
mef I know you 5” replied la Place, 15 but for that 


ter, might nat an honeſt woman, tenden, her huſ- 
baiſd, do — . Hold your tong'le, Ia Place.” But 


What's to be done, Madam ?“ , What's to be done!“ 


replied N Courville, ban will impart to you my in- 


tentrion Nate ii anne > il abtcrr 


Then dae Coeuwille 26d An Place, had a long diſ- 
cqurfe} and concluded, . to * 


0 


© 
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in the town. ſome woman, or. girl, who was a8 much, aſha-- 
med of owning a child, as ſbe was defirous of having one; 
and that ſhe ſhould ode as N. wp bye regen been 
£648 A8&P1133 k el if W121 + YEIV9 | 
Wide wenn i nin -o& find Gai — . vl 
fit for their purgeſe, Madam Courrlle is affecting all the 
ſour countenances of a woman big with; child. 15 a turn | 
is propoſed to her, ſhe would accept it, ſhe ſays, but The- fl 
is afraid of the, carriages A coach might hurt Her a chair if 
makes her heart riſe; ſhe is, afraid in à boatꝭ on ſpot one [ 
rx gr the. ſafeſt ib to fiz at home but tte ig afraid "to!  FY 
er any gaming, the different ante of 
ht her: ſhe will ſce none but gracefyl women and; fine! 
men; but above all, no play or for ſhe might be 
brought to bed of a Neptune or Harlequin. She muſt- 
live high, and eat the pry delicious bits; * ſhe ſnatches' 
them off her e s table z all is licenced, ſhe fare: 
for ſhe is longing. She will ea all ſhe ſees, and pt 
what ſhe pleaſes, 1 daun leſt Wen ſho! (bat = 
g marked. gf - | + 1 3. Fi 
: Amongſt all theſe. counterfeits,. the does malt hs: : mY 
principal; ; ſhe muſt; grow big in che Waiſt. She claps: 
undder a large jacket, a quilted ſattin ouſdion, much like: 
thoſe which lean, women make uſe of to give themſelves hipg. 
Madam Courville wears it, and takes care every month to 
increaſe the fize. In ſhort, ſhe, plays her part ſo artfully, ' 
that the moſt cunning are deceived. But now let us res: 
tara to Mademoiſelle la Blanc, who takes as much pains 
to conceal the defects of her erg as the n does to 
ſpoil her's. 128 30 4532 4 x” 
| Mademoiſelle la 8 N *r gone with- 73 
child, when ſhe was oblig * to accompany an imperious. 
mother on a viſit-to a nei rs who was this very ma- 
dame Courville. She ſuffers and groans, confined: in a 
cloſe ſuit. of cloaths; and notwithſtandipg ſhe is tightly 
laced, ſhe holds herſelf . ſtraight, and 8 bene 18 | 
height, | in order to appear leſs in n bulk, Madam *. 
. 


yon have too little. 


lolved to communicate the gere to Hers © Vans 


24 A TRUE "STORY: 


vile, on the contrary, ſpreads out her bigneſs with oſten - 
tation. She carelefily* 1 her croſſed arms upon the ho- 


nourable burden ſhe carries, and on account of Which 


every perſon corigratulates her. What a contraſt, alas!“ 


aid Mademoiſelle 1a Biane to herſelff „ how happy is 


that woman; thus” to glory in chiat r if pope) pon in | 

e. would cauſe my ame? | 
The © niidwife was then in Courville's s* oabantbes, ey 

kept herſelf near her, for fear, as ſhe ſaid, of an accident. 


As ſoon a8 la Blanc had e this cunning woman 


had remarked hep conſtrained ſhape, her heavy and un- 
caſy carriage. It was full ſufficient to give a connoiſ- 
ſeur ſuſpicidn; and the, whiſpering Courville, ſaid to her, 
% There is a young Siet k ma 1 beide tos much of what 
L Blane ſeeing them hitper walls no Þ obe but that 
they | were talking of her z and, as an additional misfortune, 


en told madam Courvilte de was in good hands 


by: having la Place for a midwife; At the name af a 


midwife, la Blanc grew as pale as a criminal before his 


judge. Her mother thought hes ill ; officious 1a Place ran 
to her ſuceour; which doubly vexed her. As ſoon as the 
midwife touched her, ſhe thought her time was up; fear 


ſeized her; ſhe fainted 3 ſhe is carried and laid upon a 


bed in next room, where, under pretext of letting her reſt, 
her mother and the others err eetN and leſt her alone to 
the care of la Place, | 
This was the firſt happy moment for la Blane Buse hey 
lover's departure; for la lace, by every method that can 
be ſuggeſted, made her confeſs all, became her confidante, - 


and promiſed ſhe' would get her out of her misfortunes, 


without her mother*s having the leaft knowledge of it. 
In reality, from chat period la Blanc and la Place uſed pre- 
cautions. La Blanc had an aunt ſhe dearly loved; this 
aunt had a country ſeat near the town; therefore ſhe re. 
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4 Tr mas 6 in ** retirement ſhe- was delivered of that bur 


en, the o eee 


Jurious to her reputation. But there was. till, 

farther to be — the child, indeed, was ſ. 
enough got into the world 3 a very fine girl; but ho is 
it to be Wſpoled of there? Turk ths aunt and the neice-are 
"at their wit's end. But the good madame Ia Place.under- 
takes to relieve their 3 and aſſures them, that, if 


they conſent to it, ſhe will, place little Miſs. in a ſituation 


where the utmoſt care will be taken of her, both now and 
: hereafter : ſo kind. an offer was not refuſed.: In aword, 
the midwife has, the child upon her dn terms, and our 
.young lady returns to town with her aunt, in all appear- 
ance as good a maid as ever ſhe was. We ſuppoſe we 
need not inform our readers with what defign madame la 
Place took the child. Madam Courville's time was how 


fully come; the baby things were made, the goſlips be- 
ſpoke, and, in ſhort, nothing was a infant, 


4 2 place little la Blanc was exactly to ſupply ʒ 
and * well did ſhe. ſu pply it, through the dexterous a- 
nagement of the. dike, that not the leaft doubt was 
.made of madam, Courville's being the real mother of it; 
for her being taken ill ſuddenly, and 1 in the middle of the 
night, was only conſidered as a common accident; and 
TX being perfectiy well the next morning, was nothing 
LY a La than N ſtrength of conſtitution. ; 

; us, in the ſpace of eight and forty hours, Mademoj- 
Gale 95 e Clerc bad loſt and "found her parents. Oburville 


the huſband came home, and was perfectly charmed win 
bis little daughter; and madam Courville continued to pax, 
her all the duties of a mother, with every mark of es 
moſt tender affection; till being arrived at the age of thir- 


teen years, that good Woman died, Perhaps it —— her de- 
ſign to diſcover the f ſhe had been guilty af, but an 


apoplexy prevented her. \ Her buſband, therefore, .confi- 
dered his daughter as a pl 
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that would ſhew his paternal fondneſs; ſo that; at eighteen, 
education had rendered her one of the” beſt accompliſhed 


women in Lyons, as nature had undoubtedly quite her one 
| Ks the — and unoſt beautiful. 


But i it was now tligt one of the moſt Ae te 
e. be commenced chat was ever brought into a court 


of juſtice. Our readers have already ſeen the behaviour 


of le Clerc to Mademoiſelle la Blanc, who being with 
child by him, he left her, in order to get his fathes $ 'con- 
ent to the marriage, and this was really his defign 3 but 
he found his father in ſuch a diſpoſition, that he dared not 
mention it to him: and time, by degrees, cooling h his at- 


ſection for the lady, he never returned to her more. 1 
o many years, being now upon his death-bed, he 


to reflect upon the caſe of the poor woman. He there te 
makes his — 3p by which! he bequeaths his whole fortune 


0 che child ſhe might be ſuppoſed to have had by him, if 


it was living; and, in that caſe, a very conſiderable dow- 


ry to la Plane, but nothing without it? He died, and 
«Mademoiſelle la Blane; who for many years had been in 


cindigent”circumſtances, Was in the e need, when, 
by means of an advertiſement in the French Gazette, ſhe 


| n to che knowledge of this bequeſt in her favour. 


In how ſtrange a ſituation! ſhe had not ſearched for, 


| = even thought of her child for à long ſpace, of time; 


and now, upon finding it, and proving it 5 be her's, de- 
-pended her fortune. Her aunt is dead, but by good for- 


ene che mithwiſe is til Alving: user moch feareh the 
. Auckily lights upon her, and the good woman immediately 


tells her hour the T_T of ther ld; "nd that the was 


ll dining: 115: — 


* Mademoiſelle la Blane now PACIS to a whey ; 26d 
he tells her, that there is but one way to purſue, which is, 


to commence a ſuit againſt Monfieur la Courville © for Bo 
child. But let our readers, if they can, eonceive the afto- 


.niſhment of the ſuppoſed father and dau ghter} When he was 


Kamen to appear ee the ent of Parte 


5 Wa, | * on 


* 
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on that account. However, thither he was brought, and, 
on the teſtimony of the midwiſe, and — 


madam Counville's hand to her on the ſubject, the young 


lady was adjudged to her real mother. But the worthy 
a father 


citizen could not bear to be robbed of the right of 
in one whom he had been ſo long accuſtomed to think his 


child; the week after the cauſe was determined he _ 


fore offered to marry madam la Blanc; his - propoſal w 


accepted; ſhe nr 6 him: father of two. how 


children; and the family nom Ave at Paris img great 
Iplendats 21777 * irs e $07 ;4 £8 hy F42 © pt e " off 
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q * ow Letter from Mrs. B's Louth; 


1 - 3 #1: 27 wu 


1 CONGRATULATE. row, my, dear | Louiſa 


prepare to hear good news; I am; going to commenee 


e tedious, as narrati ve, à letter- writer as yau 


can poſſibly deſice do correſpond witch. In ine, 1 an 


going to turn noyęl- writer ſon your amuſementt and 


have the immenſe ſatisfaction of: being myſelf ther here 
ITbe beginning of my romance will,preſent-yoit with, | NES: 
true and faithful acoount of a, moſt delicate conferehee: Tre 
the-ſybje&ts. of love and matrimony — . 258 
and Mrs. Nat be — But -heaven knows how 


long von muſt, wait. for; the.; cataſtrophe, and wvhether.it | 
wall, ſortunate or tragiaal. (rot i! Zit Pierre, 


2 1 fancy; my. dear, Ln _—_ through! this: af 


levity of ſtyle, that my 2 unuſually agitated; 
therefore hall drop it, and vin mobi, wid 2ad 


37 bo. $44 ; The 1 
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The agreeable raillery in your laſt convinces- me, that 
you then knew a ſecret which I was afraid even to whiſ- 


„ 


per to myſelf; at the fame time that your tender encon- 
Aemenk invited a fuller ooufd ene. 


Louiſa, you ſhall no more: complain of my reſerve, I 


am going to diſcloſe my inmoſt thoughts, —You remem- 


ber, I doubt not, a letter I wrote you upon firſt ſeeing cap- 
tain B—— at , containing a flight deſcription of his 
perfon and behaviour; and © another that made mention of 


frequently meeting him at Mr. Gs. Soon after that, 


he came to ſee me at home, He paid me three viſits,” At 


the third, the dangerous pleaſure theſe interviews afforded, - 


induced me, to forhid. them in future: but fearful of the 


conſtruction your Mvacity would put on this ſtep, I for- 


bore mentioning his name to you, and regretted that I had 
wrote ſo much about him at firſt. Your letter, however, 


diſperſed thoſe thoughts, and determined me to open my 


bart: but the trouble which B. 's abſence occafioned 


* 


me, delayed it from day to day. I faw nothing of him; 


my pride would not let me inquire After him; and I was 
ready to impute his punctual obedience to indifference, At 


laſt, I went one evening to the concert with lady; and, 
* 1 expected, found him there. I could nor kelp being 
eruel enough to enjoy the diſorder this rencountet® appar 

ently gave him; thinking it a proof of my conqueft. He 


15 us his compliments Wich conftrained reſpectʒ and 


atly after withdrew,” cpitiplaining of # fadden head- ach. 


Tow Uftleſs, - how 'tedious did the night" ſeem! I came 


home ' diſſatisfied: with every thing, and almoſt wrerehed. 
Shall I on that I have not been out, or ſeen company 
finee: and was almoſt determined to go to the eaſtle chis 


afternoon, to remove the intolerable pain of ſuſpence, by 


inquiting aſter, or meeting him there, When a ſudden; and 
unexpected viſit from him prevented mer I was quite 


alone; he found an eaſy aceeſs; 1 was fitting in che par- 


lobt, leaning my elbo on à table, and 4 loft in thought, 
chat he wis in che room, and bad hut tht door before 


looked 
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looked up. We both ſtarted . I bluſhed, curtſied, and was 
filent; ble he, bowing low, with a grace peculiar to 
a himſelf, immediately began thus : 1 ſhould not, madam, 
have been 40 very preſumptuous as to trouble you π¼τift my 
- - preſence after the prohibition I received from viſiting: yo 
were I not ſenſible that this will be my laſt offence” in- 
terrupting, I begged him to be ſeated. He took 2 — : 
near me, but / oppoſite. I am going to leave E, 
continued he, 1 been ſomewhat indiſpoſed of late, my 
phyſicians preſcribed change of air: they even fay,/ it us 
the ohly thing chat ean be. of ſervice to me. I therefore 
ſet out to-morrow, my native place is Judged likely to be 
the moſt expedient,” as the company of ſome agreeable 
friends there may aſſiſt the cure: hut I could not depart 
without taking perſonal leave of a lady, in whoſe cquaimt- 
| ance; though ſo very ſhort; I have found more happineſt 
but 1 beg your pardon, IIe. F, — 8 
bave no right to ſpeak on; you deſpiſe myr ff riendſblp,-you 
deny my "viſits, and IL 2 with your pleaſure.” — He 
pauſed; and I, for the firſt time, . es olv! Lou- 
iſa, what was my furpriſe at ſeeing 
thin, and iaiy ad for the worſe! his . care- 
- lefs diſorder, and his fine eyes almoſt without. luſtre]! I he- 
- fitated — indeed, fir, I am concerned, very much concern- 
-ded hi gh your indiſpoſition 3 be I hope that London 
that your journey — will reſtore ybur health. This was 
all I could ſay; I ſtruggled, bot in vain, with my odnterh; 
and the ſtarting tears betrayed it- I. pet it; ke 
threw himſelf on his knees at m y feet and — 
5 ing one hand, he bowed his face % it, and was ſilent. — 4 
la „Good God! exclaimed he, is it poſſible! ah, madam ! 
d poſſible that theſe precious: drops were ſhed for me! 
for my illneſs! they over-pay all my ſufferings; +Reco- 
vering myſelf, I beſought him to riſe" telling kim, that 
as I was rather low-ſpirited this afternoon, it was no won- 
der the alteration I ſaw in his looks had a little affected me, 
und that I always eſteemed health ſo great a bleſſing, as to 
lameny 
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: lament the loſs of it in any one. Can that be poſſible, ſaid 
he; when you muſt be ſenſible that mine depends entirely 
on yourſelf. I made an effort to 1iſe; upon which, re- 
collecting himſelf, he immediatly aroſe, took a turn to- 
Wards the window; and having, ſeemingly, gained more 


compoſure, rage his ſeat, and, in a calm manner, beg- 


_ ged to know whether he might be allowed to, prolong his 
vifit one quarter of an hour, — ſome of moment 
(to himſelf at leaſt) to impart; for which, brchagd, he 
wut n pardon and attention. 

Ah, Louiſa l too well did I know — und follow 3 
but could I den y myſelf the pleaſure of bearing the declara- - 
- tion anal I had ſo long ſeen in his, expreſſive eyes, 
: and which I could not account — the delay of ? We uſed 
to think that theſe military beaus ſeldom wanted to 
- attack che ladies; * — a doubt of his 
being a man of fortune.” { What chen could binder? My 


dear Louiſa, you ſhall hear. The graces, however, that 


: uttended his — & you muſt not expect a deſcriptipn of. 


I told him I had no engagement till about ſeven-o'elock, 


- and till then ſhould be very glad of his company. He how- 
r. his thanks, ad dot began thus: "44 Fearful: of 
- terruption,: and apprehenſive that if 11 defer my preſent pur- 

-Poſe, I ſhall not be, able to exeeute it, I beſeech you, ma- 


dam, to pardon the abruptneſs of my addreſs., I. did not 


: Intend —— Ihad no thoughts of mentioning the fub- 
: 3eQ-Þ-have nom beſpoke your attention to, had not your 
kind bongern zer my indiſpokition, ;notwithſtanding the 
. to — the value of it, made it Impoſſible 
r me to che declaration I then made, and muſt 


1 37 Ves, madam, it is. true, my health does 


indeed depend on you; and it is the ſtruggle between love 
and reſꝑect that has thus impaired it. N ever had thoſe 
ſentiments greater influence than in the heart of the man 
before you. Never was there a ſincerer paſſion than 

e bin ik dhe firſt moment 1 nnn b 
P34, E. Früäbeid a: "I db 154237 bag19h 1 39 madam, 
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madam, did you not | perceive it? Was you the only 


perſon inſenfible of the effect of your charms ? The bi- 


ſhop, his lady, lady ——, and the colonel, all rallied me > 
on the loſs wh my heart that very evening. Repeat | 
ed interviews afforded me the dangerous delight of ſeeing /; 
your accompliſhments brighten into perfection: and I thought 
of nothing but how to improve our 1 and ren · 
der myſelf worthy your friendſhip. not even exa - 
1 Nate of my heart, till the third time I had taken 
the liberty of waiting on you at home, hen you gave me 
to underſtand, that you could not conveniently recei ve * 
gentleman's viſits, eſpecially of ſo ſlight ere 3 
as the retirement you lived in made ſuch) a conduct, thoug 
innocent, appear particular. This denial produced 3 
den change in my ſituation; I left vou, pierced. with a 
_ lively, grief, which I was unable either to. conceal, or re- 
ſtrain; and then it was, that upon trial, I found my bp. 


pineſs inſeparably connected with — our favoulr. 


„J opened my heart to the biſhop; he condeled wich”: 
me, he promiſed his good offices, and completed his kind- f 
neſs, by "fa ing that he knew you to be diſengaged: in af - 
fection. He even adviſed me to offer myſelf and fortune 
to your acceptance. Inſtead of anſwering, L inquired — 
what yours was? — with '2 diſſatisſied look — expreſſed 
his ſurpriſe at my aſking fo meresnary a queſtion, and ſaid 
he knew not, but had heard that you were extremely rich; 
aud, by other repotts, chat _ would loſe all your eſtate - - 
upon aſecond/marriages ot 1 | 
| 4h eicher caſe, ſaid I, 5 al wading, not, my igood-; 

lord 'biſhop, from the ſelfiſn reaſon your look attributes 0 


7 — * the ſmallneſs of my fortune. I never made 


ny doubt, {aid he, of your being in _— circumſtances, - 
y cul birth, your education, the company you have always | 


eptz ſeemed — proofs of it. then told him, 


that L— my — avy had carried an unjuſtifiable , 


reſemment againſt my father ſo far, for marrying a de- 


ſerving, a moſt amiable young wm without a dran, i 
Te 


—— — — —— 
. . 5 
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as to make a will twenty years aſter the fault was comtnit- 
ted, wherein he 'cut him of for a ſhilling. As I was his 
only child, upon the ſtrength of future fayour from lord 
2 be bud fared no coſt in my education; but now this 
unexpected blow reduced him almaſt to neceſſity: the title 

2 whole eſtate were veſted in his elder brother, the preſent 
earl, who prormiſed his ſervice, and offered 2 but 
in ſo cool and ſuperior 2 manner, that my father could not 
be prevailed on to petition any more of him than a commiſſ- 
on ſor me, determining to bring his own expences within 
his now ſcanty fortune; but my pride would no more ſuffer | 
this than an application to my uncle. I made an eſtimate 
of my o neceſfary expence, and finding it not to amount 
to half my annual income; Lobliged my dear parents to ac- 
cept the remainder, which enables them to live as geneelly. 
as they defire in a ha *ppy y retirement, bleſt in each S. mp 
pbeaſed that for the honour of — family lord — "= 
cruel partiality is not ſuſpected — You may 4 
ſure my uncle finds it his intereſt to keep the ſeeret. 

theſe cireumftances,' my y lord, with what * could I _— 
myſelf to the acceptance of this lady, if, as you hint, ber 
fortune is large; or marriage would deprive her of it, 
No, I will never attempt it. The biſhop commended on; 
reſolution, and promiſed to be faithful to che truſt 

in him. 1 no ſet about a taſł I found myſelf unequal to; 
the conqueſt of an ardent paſſion; the accidental meeting 
with you at the concert convinced me of it, and heighten- 
ed my ſufferings. I ſhould ſcorn, madam, to be — 
io excite your compaſſion by this' relation, but I know | 
lady vn told you I was very ill, (indeed, Louiſa, ſhe 
did not); abſence was now the laſt remedy, and this I was 
determined to try; for this purpoſe I wah: leave of all my 
friends here, referving you for the laſt, except the family 
at che caſtle. — And now, madam, I have — and thank 
you for your patient attention; heaven is my witneſs, I 
do not even wiſn yen to return. my love, When fo many 
. Will doubtleſs court your acceptance; I on 


ly 


r 
3 


— 
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ly want to conquer my ill placed attachment, and this I muſt 
do, or be wretched.” Da ein KL 8 beinen 8 
O Louiſa! what à declaration was here! What could 
I ſay to it? I was ſpeechleſs from a variety of contendi 
paſſions, whilſt he aroſe, and refpetully,- with a bend 


knee, taking my. hand, preſſed it with his lips. Iam go. | 


ing, madam, ſaid -he,'— do not trouble yourſelf to ſpeak; 
my deſtiny is ſealed, it wants not the confirmation your 
lips ſeem about to give it. Adieu] May you be always 
happy! I cannot then be entirely miſerable. With theſe 


words he quitted my hand, and was leaving the room with 


regipitation. —4 . 9 err da D, E120. * 2493 
Sir, captain B —, was all I could pronounce; but 
he turned at the door, and ſaw me motion wich my hand 
for him to return. He did ſoz and leaning on the chairs 
back, begged, with emotion, to know my commands. 1 


was ſenfible how much depended on the nice conduct of this 


critical minute; yet how could I ſuffer him to depart. You 
are, methinks, in great haſte indeed to leave E 


Sir, ſaid I, that you will not even ſtay to receive the 


thanks of your friends, for profeſſions" that deſerve them. 
I ſpoke this with as mueh bravery as I could aſſume, and 

an air of pleaſantry. We then ones more ſat down: but; 
ah, Louiſa! ſhall I be acquitted by you for my part of the 
converſation; it may perhaps require an apology, but 1 
cannot make it, nor repent of my frankneſs. On my 
looking up, he withdrew his eyes, and fixing them on the 
ground, ſeemed to liſten with the moſt earneſt attention 


At laſt, I cannot, Sit, ſaid I. but think myſelf hondured | 


by the declaration of eſteem you have juſt nom made; and 
the confidence you have ſhewn me in ſpeaking of your 
fortune, deſerves at leaſt the ſame retum. Von mäy, per- 
haps, have heard, that Mr. F and I were married en 
tremely young, for the conheQtion of family intereſt. He, 


though three years my elder, was only ſixteen years dd, 


and on our wedding day was ſeat abroad: for: education 


ee | 
= 1 
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pected home, he took poſſeſſion of my fortune, bnt- hays 
ing contracted a gay, diſſipated manner of living; and 
being then ſettled ui Italy with a favourite miſtreſs, he ex- 
preſſed not the leaſt deſire of returning to his young: wifes 
On the contrary, he conſidered our unhappy engagement 
2s an incumbrance he could not ſubmit to; and publicly de- 
clared, that though his parent's caprice had obliged, him, 
when a child, to enter into it; they ſhould fee he had more 
ſpirit chan to fulfil it, farther than the law compelled him, 
and that was to allow me a maintenance. Our friends, on 
both ſides, uſed: every poſſible argument to induce him to 
come to England, and in time might, perhaps, have pre- 
vailed, ; But in the midſt of his gay career, he was ſeiſed 
with a diſorder, Which in a ſhort time put an end to his 
life; not, however, before he had been perſuaded to make a 
and this little eſtate which that hedge ſurrounds. 
Oh! Louiſa, had you ſeen the joy that flaſhed from 
B. eyes at the coneluſion of this ſpeech! He was going 
to ſpeak 3 but in pity; I; haſtily continued Hear me out, 
Mr. F; and in regard to, chis extraordinary match, 
and the fortune he had given me, made no farther ptovi- 
| Loni for meg ſo that I found my huſband's bequeſt my 
whole fortune. As ſoon as my friends would allow me, L 
leſt London, came down here, and finding the place per- 
feRly agreeable, and proviſions remarkably cheap, deter- 
mined to ſettle myſelf. as a houſe- Keeper. For this Pure 
poſe, having beſtomecd a little money in altering of the a- 
partments and; furniſhed it ta my: mind, I  bave lived here 


ever ſince, {except an annual winter ; viſit. to London) in 
the moſſ perfe& tranquillity. Ly dau are chietly do- 
meſtie, and they have never yet been interrupted. It can- 
n be {ſuppoſed I can entertain any regret for the loſs os 

_ . fveb env. Mn I: has 2 an rer 
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engagement, than the conditions on which he left me this 
legacy, which it is proper 1 ſhould acquaiat you, is in 
reality forfeited to his next heir on the day of my mar- 
riage. rte NR | ET 6 05 
ki And how, Loniſa, tell me ſincerely whether I was too 
unreſerved. | Did not his generoſity deſerve this return? | 
Beſides, all that Sir John faid of him at the aſſembly was l 
in my mind. I knew him to be no adventurer; I was per- | 
ſuaded he Was really honeſt, ſincere, noble, and every way 
deſerving my efteem. -— Us F 8 
I I wiſh you could have ſeen him at that inſtant; his. F 
amiable countenance was impreſſed at once with love, gra- 

titude, refignation, and deſpair. When I pauſed, heonly | 
ſighed deeply, and ſaid, Proceed, madam, if you pleaſe. 1 
There remains nothing to ſay, reſumed I, except what 
immediately relates to your diſcourſe. I will not, through 
affectation, put you to the neceſſity of averritig thoſe ſen- 
timents again, or making freſh profeſſions. I durſt ſay—1 
believe —that is—1 have no reaſon to doubt your ſincexity; 
and I think myſelf much obliged by your good wiſhes, 
"There is no occaſion, in your fituation, to make unpolite 
objections of any kind, becauſe it would be little better 1 
than ' madneſs to think of ——— uniting our intereſts, i | 
q | You muſt allow this, Sir. I do, I do, replied he, ea- 
: gerly; and affure yourſelf, deareſt, creature, I will never 
ſollicit an union ſo diſadvantageous to you, of involve the + | 
woman I adore with difficulties, from which, perhaps, l 
there would be no extricating her; no, not though I were 

bleſt with your favour. In ſpeaking theſe words he Walke 

to the window, with extreme agitation.” My boſom was 
torn with love and pity, but I was obliged to appear calm. | 

There was no giving him hope, and yet I Ionged to re- | 
ljeve him. If there is any thing in my power, Mr, B=—, 
ſaid I, after a pauſe, that can do you ſervice, command it 
freely. This brought him, in an inſtant; to my feet. On 
my 85 let me thank you, lovelieſt of women, for this 


— — 
— — — 


jnſtance of your goodneſs; but I dare not aſk, In · | 
3 Vol. I, H : 


. deed 
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feed you may; I am ſure you will not make an improper 
_ requeſt, — Your fight—your converſation—your friendſhi 
-——heſitated he, and again bowed his face on my hand. 
"Theſe, Mr. B-— , ſhall be your's; I ſhall otherwiſe deny 
myſelf pleaſure. I ſhall remain my own miſtreſs; and 
theſe I may beſtow on any deſerving perſon. Aſſure your- 
ſelf of my friendſhip and efteem, joined to any good offices 
that can tend to reſtore your health and tranquillity, All 


that T requeſt in return, is, a eircumſpection of behaviour 


from you, that ſhall prevent the world from conftruing an 
acquaintance into a lover. . 
Till 1 had done ſpeaking, I attempted not to raiſe him; 
for my cheek glowed like the fire. But ah! Louiſa, what 
tranſport was mine, when he thanked me with tears, and 
broken expreſſions, for this angelic goodneſs, as he called 
it? What pleaſure can exceed that of giving rapture to a 
heart fo worthy ? I ſeemed not to have lived till now; and 
every enjoyment I had tafted appeared inſipid to this de- 
light, It was checked, however, on obſerving him, in the 
midſt of his grateful exclamations, turn paler, and appear 
— fainting. Theſe violent emotions had too much diſordered 
him; and indeed I was but little better myſelf. There ftood 
2 glaſs of water on the fide-board ; I put it in his hand 


without ſpeaking; opened the window for air as I paſſed 
by, and r ran up ſtairs.— This was certainly the 


moſt prudent ſtep I could have taken. My paſſions were 
too high wrought. A violent burſt of tears relieved me, 
and brought compoſure in a quarter of an hour. I was 
perfectly calm, and delighted, on goiug down, to find him 
ſo.——He met me in the middle of the room, and with a 
| peculiar dignity and grace, made a reſpectful acknowledge- 
ment of the obligation, he faid, he owed me. His manner 
was ſo noble and unaffected, that I conld not withdraw the 
hand which he tenderly. prefſed between his. On leading 


me to my ſeat, he kiſſed, and quitted it, with theſe words: 


So perfect, Madam, fhall be my acquicſcence to your "= T 


{1 ; 
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that for the future, I ſhall not preſume to take this dear 


Here is a lover! my Louiſa; does he not appear delicate 


even to your refined imagination? As much ſo, I think, 


as any being poſſibly can, except a ſylph, or a genius. I 
thanked him for this mark of reſpe&, and then endeavoured 
to change the ſubj r | 

We talked of the pleaſures of E, and of the 
biſhop's family, &c, It now growing late, he offered to 
go; but judge .my. conſternation, when I recollected we 
Had had no tea: for my part I had no more thought of that 


than of my engagement at ſeven o'clock; and Lettice, 


knowing that I ſometimes [neglected it, waited, as I ſup- 
poſe, for a ſummons to bring it. I made an aukward apo- 
logy, and would then have taken ſome refreſhment, but he 
refuſed it, and then took a polite leave; though not with- 


out ſome ſtruggles of apparent tenderneſs. He went to ſup 


at the, caſtle; and I, after. a turn in the garden for recol- 


lection, fat down and ſcribbled all this, impatient for your. 
opinion on this intereſting converſation.. For my on 
part, I know not what to ſay, or think z——what the 


event will be, heaven alone can tell! I cannot deny him 
my company; I am vain enough to believe it is neceſſary. 


to his happineſs; and provided he is kept ignorant of my 


partiality for him, where can he the danger f- This may, I 


think, be eaſily managed. I know he muſt be with his 
regiment in a ſhort time; (ſhort at leaſt in a lover's reck- 
oning) and, till then, as. he ſhall not viſit very frequently, 
I can anſwer for my own conduct. Beſides, he himſelf 
— O Louiſa! I am convinced of his honour and gene- 
roſity; and were I miſtreſs of a kingdom, would beſtow 
that and myſelf upon him: but as the caſe ſtands, what 
_ injuſtice would it be to ineumber him with an indigent wife; 
and, perhaps, oblige thoſe dear parents to refund part of 
their generous ſon's preſent, even to afford us a ſeanty ſup» 
port? No, no, Louiſa, I am not yet fo romantic; I have 
not yet reſolution enough to think of following him with 
bs fins | 2 H 2 Wk f a knap- 


— — — — 


aA Rpapſack. But, if ever fortune ſhould fmile—Apto- 


trying B-——'s conſtaney for a few years, than otherwiſe, 


_ fay, | Louiſa, becauſe there is ſome time before me to deter- 


whole of this conference. - | 
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pos, who knows what this uncle may do? I have 18 
heard of him, and even that he had no Batu he 
has the leaſt ſpark of natural affectien, he muſt loveh fuch a 
nephew 3 3 and evrhiagis od); Lonifa. \.- 

Lou ſee, my dear, how gay I am 1 fines my lat: 
it is this declaration has made me ſoz-and'if 1 malt own” 
the truth, I find ſo many charms in this ſolitude, that I. 
ſnould not at all like to marry in haſte; but ſhould bs much 
better pleaſed to continue here, and have the opportunity of 


In that time ſomething favourable may happen: his merit 
may advance him. Inſpired by me, what may not he 
atchieve ? For my part, as J have fixed him for my on, 
his loved idea will be my conſtant companion, and his 
letters ſoften the pains of abſence; His Wer 1 hear you 
ſay; what ſhall I allow his correſpondenee?-T cannot really 


mane in: but I was Juſt then carried away with the! plea · 
fing thought. 4 4 


I am amazed at the quantity 1 have written bur! in⸗ 
terval; except for recollection. I find myſelf pretty much 
fatigued; bur: I could not rt ll L * given you, lad 


Adieu, my dear friend ;-it is as a more p proper . 
to riſe, this fine weather, "than go to bed. Adieu; the day 


Is dawning ; 3 may it prove a happy one to 4.4 Louiſa. 


* 


=o Mrs. F. to Miss Lovisa M— — 94 
5 * Em, Tuefday 2 5th Aub. 
My ter Leal. 4 1 Ft 67 K % del | 


” «is 4 #7 
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MR. F. as la WAL breakfaſted with me * 5 morn- 


ing; he tells me, that he is flying on the wings of 
love to your happy party, aud intends not to ſtop either 
day 
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day or night, (except at Paris, on an affair of buſineſs,) 
till he overtakes it. He begged very hard for a letter from 
me, to. enable him to aſk a reward from you, and 1, 
(having as yet received no certain direction) am very glad 
to employ ſo expeditious a meſſenger, and have therefore, 
requeſted him to call to-morrow. 8 0 
It is now fix weeks fince you left E —: with what 
re luctance did we ſee you depart.— Surely, my dear Louiſa, 
you did not ſtay your allotted two months. What plea- 9 
fure did your company afford us. — Allow me to dwell for | 
a moment on the delightful idea, Have you forgot the | 
tuation of Mr. B. and myſelf at your arrival. how | 
aukward ! endeayouring, vainly endeavouring to hide from | 
the world, from each other, from ourſelves, a tender re- 
and, which every look diſcovered, Like an. affectionate 
ſter, you removed the gonftraint, you produced a mutual 
confeſſion, and even a change in our eircumſtances, that | 
made it not improper. -. Tt was you who firſt propeſed that | 
application to Lord L——, which was attended with ſuch 
unhoped for ſucceſs. One might reaſonably have expeſted | 
ſomething of a proviſion to be made for a nephew every | 
way ſo deſerving, and who at the very inſtant of -petition= - W 
ing, was fortunate enough to render an important ſervice, 
but this genexous uncle rewarded him almoſt” beyond his 
wiſhes. Eight hundred guineas à year! ah! Louiſa, 
is it not too much? Is not the happineſs we expect to de- 
rive from this competence, too great to be permanent? 
: Alas, while I write, my mind ſeems. to forebode, hut 


- 


I will not give way to it. | „ 
| The day after you left me, Mr. Bs father and 
mother came from the caſtle, took poſſeſſion of yopr apart - 
ment, and ftaid juſt a week with me hefore they returned, 
into L———ſhire, —— Their ſon was, ſo dutiful as ta vi is = 
them every day.——Oh- how they adore him, and inde 
not without reaſon; ſhall I in confidence whiſper to you, 
5 that he has ſold his commiſſion, and ſunk all the money in 
+ an annuity for their lives, He knew this to he the only 
3 e H 3 way 
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way of forcing it on their acceptance ! and, as it was, they 
were perfectly diſtreſſed with love and gratitude, What 
amiable, what ttuly venerable characters are their's ? but 
you admire them as much as I do.— 1 ſhall never forget 
the affectionate ſolemnity of our parting; their deareſt 
daughter, their own Charlotte, they called me,. Delay 
not,” ——ſaid this tender father.“ delay not too long 
the happineſs of my Harry. His worthy heart pines 
with an impatience, which reſpe& forbids his lips to utter. 
Fortune now preſents proſpect enough before you. Let 
his fond parents therefore, who look to you as the reward 
of his filial goodneſs, let them hope that this ineſtimable 
reward will ſoon be conferred, We will receive no com- 
pliment of invitation, nor can we think of being preſent, 

- acquaint us only of the day, that we may petition the Al- 
mighty to crown it with his choiceſt bleſſings,” s. 
Ah, my dear friend, think you not that this goode 

. neſs enables me to look forward with pleaſure to their al- 
liance? Yet we are not come to any certainty when, it is 
to be claimed, Yo know that Lord L. went ſo ſud- 
denly out of town after his generous gift, that there was no 
opportunity to 'acquaint him with this affair. He returned 
about ten days ago, and ſent an expreſs for Mr. B. to attend 
him in London immediately, Accordingly he went poſt 
laſt Wedneſday, and is determined to open his heart to 
the Earl, and requeſt him to honour the ceremony with his 
preſence, I have not yet heard from him, which I ama 
tire Tuxprized at, as he faithfully promiſed, Ha!]! he 
is come, à poſt chaiſe ſtops, I am ſure it is he? the bell 
rings, he alights, Lettice is running to open the gate. 
but ah! my dear Louifa, he does not look up, he ſeems 
thoughtful, even to penfiveneſs. Good heaven: what 
can be the matter? I tremble, yet muſt fly to meet him, 


Continued 
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Continued by Mr. B——. 
| WMedneſday morn, 11 o'clock, 

WILL you, my dear Miſs M, allow me to enter 

your preſence in this abrupt manner, and take up 

(for a few moments) the pen of our lovely and beloved 

Charlotte. The dear creature is engaged below ftairs. 

I came juſt now into her drefling room for a book, and 
ſeeing the letter lie (though upon my honour I have read ne | 
more of it, than the three lines which begin this page) I | 

am tempted to give oy the particulars of my vifit to Lord 
| L———, becauſe I know ſhe intended doing it, and it is | 

robable can ſcarcely diſengage herſelf before Mr. de la 

— may Ccall,-My uncle received me moſt affec- | | 
tionately; after the firſt ſalutations, You are come in 

good time, ſaid he, I am obliged to leave London again 

to-morrow, and was defirous of enjoying one happy day 

wich a few ſele& friends, They are now in the next 
room waiting your arrival. I am proud of my nephew, 1 n 
want to introduce 1 to them, they are my friends z they  F 
| 
| 


ſhall aa oe and fo ſhall every thing that I am worth in 
the world, provided you diſappoint not the expectations T 


have formed. Speak, Harry, —is your heart diſ- 
engaged enough from other attachments, to — Louiſa! 
theſe were fatal words, but overcome by this 'exceſs of | 
kindaefs, I penetrated not their meaning. My heart, | 
Sir,” faid I, “ has room for no ſentiments but thoſe f l 
. duty and gratitude to my honoured benefactor.” * It is ö 
enough,” replied he, embracing me, I am ſatisfied, let 
us join the company. We foundin the drawing room a cirele 
of about ſeventeen or eighteen genteel people, who ſeemed to 
look as if aſſembled on ſome joyous' occafion. My Lord 
introduced me to them all with great politeneſs; at laſt, l 
„ and this, Mr. B.“ ſaid he, is Lady Mary N : | 
my Lady L's. niece, the is favouring me with a ſhort viſi l 
and is at preſent miftreſs of my houſe, © You two mult be + 
* | a 0 better 
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better acquainted, I muſtunite this boy and girl, (con- 

tinued he, turning to Lord W —) who are the only 
riſing branches of each family, in order to build upon them 
my future comfort.“ ITbe company ſmiled, and ſo I ſup- 
poſe. will my dear Miſs M——,, when 1 declare, that I 
had not the leaſt idea of his meaning, nor of a thotſand 
hints of the ſame nature that dropt from ſeveral of the gen- 
tlemen at dinner, at tea, and during a little kind of a ball, 
which they made me open, in the evening with Lady 
Mary. The truth is, my ſpirits were ſo exbilarated by 
the Earl's favour, that I gave myſelf up to the gaity I per- 
oeived all around me, without once feflecting from whence N 
it aroſe; and whenever I could detach my mind a moment 
from the ſprightly ſcene, the image of my dear Charlotte 
filled every thought, and new turned every ſtring of my 


heart to joy. n i e 1 MF o 
We did not break up till between two and three o'clock. 
J aroſe, about nine, and inquiring after my uticle, was 
greatly ſurpriſed to hear that he had been gone out of town. . 
two hours, but infinitely more ſo at the contents of a letter 5 
which they ſaid he had left for me. Judge, Louiſa, 
whether I had not reaſon. It was dated: half paſt ſix. 
His Lordſhip informed me in it, that my behaviour the. 
night before had charmed him beyond expreſſion, that the 
gaiety, readineſs, and complaiſance, with which I took 
the hints of my intended good fortune, was (in reſpect to- 
Lady Mary's delicacy) more pleaſing than; any particular 
court paid to her would have been; 25 that in order ty... 
give me the earlieſt opportunity of declaring the paſſion 
which he was happy enough to ſee ſhe had inſpired me 
with, he had left the town before breakfaſt, and Rag Es 
pared her to expect me on that errand, in her own drefling _ 
room. He could aſſure me too, that Lady Mary was very, . 
favourable towards me, and that in ſhort, IL had- nothing to 
do but to be happy. He could give me no direction to 
write to him, as he intended to return in à ſhort time; that. . 


then the nuptials ſhould be ſolemnized, and he would ac- 
count us both his own children, al 
0 


| REASON AND LOVE. 153 


To attempt deſcribing my, emotions upon reading this 


letter would * ridĩculous; cannot your friendly heart, my 
good Miſs M. eafily conceive them. After a ſhort pauſe 
of perfect ſtupidity, I rang the bell, and ſent to know if I 
might wait on Lady Mary: they brought word, th: ſhe 
would be glad of my company to breakfaſt in about half 
an hour. This was indeed a moſt fortunate delay, for at 
that inſtant I muſt have appeared before her like a mad- 
man; yet, believe me, Louiſa, it was the ſole confidera- 
tion of her s and my * 8 diſappointment that affected 
me, nor had I then the leaſt thought of the injury my on 
1 might ſuſtain. However, a little recollection 
brought this and every other alarming circumſtance in full 
view, and I found that there was only one ſtep to take, 
and that a bold one, to open my heart to Lady Mary, and 
beſeech her — to ſoften my uncle's diſpleaſure. I con- 
eluded on this at once, and having taken "Full the allotted 
time to prepare and fortify my reſolution, I went with 
haſty, yet unaſſured ſteps to her apartment, - 

You have ſeen Lady Mary, it ſeems, and are acquainted | 
with. her character. I think if ſhe could abate a little of 
the too-viſible haughtineſs in her air and features, an unat- 
tached eye might reckon her a fine figure.——She was 
ſeated at the tea-table in an elegant deſhabille 3 ; and though 
affectedly buſy about the cups, looked ſo very conſcious, 


that 1 could have given kh to have eſcaped: her pre- 


ſence. Ah! Miſs M „what a taſk had T before 


me! For lady Mary's ſake, for my ſake, ſpare me the 
pain of giving particulars; I acquitted myſelf very ill; 


how could I do otherwiſe in ſo gelicate a caſe, and with a 


heart like mine; a heart which gratefully ſenſible of the 
intended honour, could have bled for the indulgent uncle; 
for the condeſcending lady, whoſe favours it rejected; and 
yet, upon this nice occaſion, denied to the lips the ſoft- 
ening, the neceſſary aid of flattery, and would, have ac- 


counted even cuſtomary: gallantry a kind of infidelity, to 
Its, lovely, its choſen miſtreſs, its dear Charlotte. 


172 „ 1 feareely 
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I ſearcely know how to proeced 3 and yet muſt acquaint 

ou with the iſſue of this conference. It laſted two hours. 
Towards the cloſe of it, I chanced to drop a hint, which 
lady Mary miſunderftanding, ſhe haſtily pronounced theſe 
words, ug Sir? What? Why then you are actually 
married, Speak, is it ſo indeed?” Ah! Louiſa, in con- 
quence of a ſudden impulſe, yet almoſt Wear, 1 
confirmed ber miſtake, by an aſſenting bow. This eir- 
cumſtance it was neceſſary to mention: let the reſt be for 
ever buried in filence.” 

We parted ſoon after, I found that lady Mary did not 
intend to quit the houſe till lord s return, and that 
ſhe defired my ſpeedy removal. therefore left London 
immediately, and reached this place yeſterday afternoon. 

I was happy enough to find Mrs, F-—=— at home, 
and alone. ave her an account of my adventure; and, 
availing nyt? of lady Mary's miſtake, earneſtly preſſed 
for immediate and private marriage, as the moſt probable 
means of recovering my unele's favour. The good family 
at the caſtle, who ſupped with us, approved of the ſcheme. 
T hey undertook to manage the affair, ſo as that we might 

carry. the wedding-day as many weeks backward as we 


pleaſed + and the biſhop himſelf, upon theſe grounds, faid, 
be would engage to reconcile jord L—— to an event, 
- which muſt be ſuppoſed previous to our laſt interview. 


The moft charming of women, with inimitable deli- 
cacy and addreſs, waved this ſubje & laſt night; but my 


reverend friend, who” would not "ho eaſily give up his 
5— cauſe; made her promiſe him an audience this 


morning for the renewal of it and, in ſhort, it is 


be who now detains her in the parlour.” Can you wonder 
then at the incorreQneſs of this ſcribble, or that my pen 
ö 9 forms a 3 — character. 


Miſs M 


32 my advocate 1s ſucceſsful — 


- to-morrow makes me the bappieſt of mankind and 
yet J with him not to be too importunate: No; though T 


am n perſyaded, (what a n to my proud heart — _ 
3 
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E this admirable creature's chief ſcru ples wiſe from exceſs 


of generoſity; yet I would not hang) her impelled, or over- 


urged; left it ſhould be — that m by foo e en 
have no depend- 


But he cannot, he will 2 9 

ance upon him, for I have lately f d my commiſſion, to 
diſcharge a kind of a debt. a debt of . But then, 
on the other hand, ſuppoſe he were as 2 mark of 
diſpleaſure, ſuppoſe he were to ftrike off, even half of his 
preſent bounty, we could live. on, as we both are, we 
have been enough of ceconomiſts to live ſeparately upon 
nearly the fame ſum,— 's part (oh! 


For Mr. F 


| Louiſa, if you know not what I am goin to relate, how - 


will her character riſe upon you!) out of the ſcanty and 
conditional income bequeathed to her by the taſteleſs and 
capricious boy whoſe name ſhe bears, ſhe has already ſaved 
money enough; and laſt week, in my abſence, did ally 


purchaſe this, little eftate, of "the perſon to ho an on her 
marriage, it would have reverted ; by this means the has 
ſecured to herſelf her favourite habitation, and being before - 
of it bears 


band with my intention, for while every part 
ſuch evident traces of the genius and elegance of its lovely 
owner; I would ſooner chuſe it for a piece of reſidence, 
than the moſt magnificent palace. Oh! Miſs M 

it is not poſſible for me, with ſuch a woman as your friend, 


to form, on my own account, a ſingle wiſh for grandeur. | 
No! heaven is my witneſs, it is on her's alone that I am 
anxious; I own to you — I am anxious; you might 


queſtion my love if I were not. In truth, I fear there is 


no reaſon to expect my good offices from lady Mary ; but 
a 


ſurely ſhe cannot ſq far influence my uncle oh! 


that I could ſee him, that I could this inftant upon my 
knees, implore his forgiveneſs of an involuntary tranſ - 
- he * 
muſt then freely par don and as it i—he muſt : 
be cannot 1 cruel enough to puniſh her ſor my 
fault. Louiſa, if I thought it were poſſible for his reſent- 


greſſion, and preſent him to my adorable bride 


ment to deprive us of a competence, by heayen I would 
| ſooner 


5 | 
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ſooner die than receive her offered hand. But no more: 

—1 ee the charmer of my heart; ſhe is going into the 
garden with the biſhop: be thinks to find me chere, He 
has prevailed, ſhe — conſented; ſhe ſees me not; yet in 
her 9 eye, in that ſweet: bluſh on her lovely cheek, 
I read my happineſs. Let me * to her; let me pour out 


my ſoul 1 in thanks. 


Adieu, Louiſa; rejoice wink me, rejoice with your 
true friend, who wiſhes it were, poſſible for your whole life 
ta be one continued ſcene of that pure, uunmixed, lively, 
and rapturous n ene, * enjoys at * OE... f 
. . 6% $72 142 aud 1 | 
bus tient 3:7 ; I6Q, #0: $5 75 | . P. 
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Mr. de a. W is come; his chaiſe ie; we 
would have perſuaded him to Ray till Friday, but he Will 
not hear of 1 it; ae lays, it is ane to detain him a mo- 
ment. i 
Alieu, Were my Phils? W Mr. b "_ wid you 
very thing. To:morrow —- for I find it does not konify 
e with the biſtop, who looks upon his ſtep as the 
only means of being reconciled to lord L They will 
not let me vrite on you can fuppply the reſt — and” 
indeed my hand trembles ſo, that I with to quit the pen. 
Adieu, once more, my deareft Louiſa!” write abt, or 
rather return ſoon, to congratulate your moſt affetionats 
friend. n a. 10h | 
PEN ot WEE 1 452433 a 138 Sk £ yy 4 0 wr * 
1 H Us, on che extreme verge of martiagt, ver not * 
near it, but ſome fair novel-reader may already 
have- - imagined a thouſand poſſible accidents to delay their 
happfneſs, and protfact the cataſtrophe of the romance. 
But pardon us, dear lady, as relaters of a genuine hiftory, 
we cannot alter fate, and muſt therefore beg leave to'ac- 
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quaint you, that che nuptial ceremony actually took place 
on the appointed, thurſday morning; it was performed pri- 


vately,, as; before concerted, and in à day or two declared 


as news * a. month old. Mrs. B. received the proper 

notice of the forfeiture: of her income, and ſurrendered. even 
the arrears of that month: meanwhile, Mr. B. gave out, 
chat he had been to London to appriſe his ien there of 


his marriage, and immediately took up his reſidence with... 


his bride. a 115 had left a perſon in town to give him in- 
{taut notice of the ears return, but he knew not, that he 


himſelf had been followed down, - and cloſely watched by | 


an emiſſary of lady Mary's, who found means to nequaint;, 
her of all is actions. Ignorant of this, and attentive wy 7 


to che ſenſe of that 2— ——— happineſs they, now enj a. 
our lovers marked not the ſtealing progreſs of time. 


weeks imperceivably rolled away in 44 joys too refined, 7 


too exquiſite to laſt,” Almoſt before they began to on- 


der at not bearing of lord I —, chat fn had unen- 
pectedly been drawn to Paris by a gay party, and nt | 


returned not till the wh end. of. 8 eptember. 


8 


wrixeen , about a fortni jr after) the 2 were apprifed of its 
1 


r. writer's relation of 


this intereſting event; — fail of. being more pleaſing ; 


than our's, we ſhall give it in her own words. 


_ 5 Ru a prone Gb. dba, to i i — 


company, CIC: B. faid. 7 will you. have the 
goodne 0 "Leek in the coach, and —— me to bring 

cog vou ſhall not expect us long, but I want. 
Juſt ro alle bis opinion 5 Wy affair of buſineſs, which I muſt. 


your , dulban 


tranſact this morn cadily uk — Mr.;B., led 
me to the coach, . it 1 away, he kiſſed his 1 
with a ſmiling air, — I fee him ftill, = Gracious heaven! 
how different an aſpe&t was he ſoon deſtined to wear! — 


Fore 
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two o'clock eame a note from the biſhop, acquainting us 


ſeemed fomehow to chill at this meſſage, but a minute's 
reflection ſuppreſſed the ring fear, and we performed our 


dam, ſaid 5 I have a little buſineſs with yon, favou me y | 


The — ſolemnity of his look, however, imme- 


are groundleſs madam, — Mr. B, is well, and concerned 


Forgiv®' the ſtarting tear, I cannot command it. — Ah, my 
dear Louiſa, I know your generous defign in rhqueſting - 
theſe-melancholy partieulars,.— you think by familiarizing f 
the idea of grief to my mind to abate its Poiguaney. . Alas, 
you are miſtaken ! yet T will p | 
I found the uſual agreeable unity circle (as one may 
almoſt call it) at the caſtle, We were not to diue till late 
on account of enjoying the fineneſs of the day in the gar- 
den, where we Had agreed to have a little concert. | About 


that Mr. B. and himſelf were gone to T in conſe- 
quenee”df the morning's buſineſs, but that they intended 
being with us by dinner. Believe me; Louiſa, my heart 


concert. 

Soon after this, as dome of us . had declined it before, 
were drinking chocolate in the octagon fimmerhoue . 
the biſhop joined us, and addreffing himſelf to me, — | 


with your. company for a moment; I aroſe, he led me in- 
to the houſe, and fat.down by me, but remained ſilent. 


diately alarmed me, and with trembling eagerneſs I aſked 
the reaſon, — Compoſe yourſelf, my dear Mrs; B, faid he, 
J have a piece of unwelcome news to tell you, ou, but I am 
perſuaded vou will receive it with the fortitude of a chriſ- 

tian, and talk not of fortitude; my lord, haſtily * 
interwipted 1, you are going to tell me ſomebing dreadfal, 
of Mr. B. == Gracious God, avert my fears!. They 


only upon your account, — This letter will explain the 
reſt, Fe it haftily; it was from lord L. to Mr, B. 
een to ys rr Koo contained theſe words, 
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lady Mary this morning. I congratulate you on your 
marriage; it muſt certainly be a very extraordinary match, 


fince to it, you have ſacrificed one of the fineft fortunes in 


the kingdom, a moſt agreeable lady, a too indulgent uncle, 
and even your own honour. | I am acquainted with your 


wedding-day, and your mean defign in concealing it, 


ungrateful wretch, artful deceiver; but I reſtrain myſelf, 
your's is a family fault, let it have a family puniſhment*my 
part of the latter ſhall not be wanting. You have re- 
ceived your laſt ſhilling from me. I have given orders to 
my banker accordingly, and wrote to prevent pour applica» 


tion.“ 


A few tears ſtrayed down my cheeks at reading this 
eruel epiſtle, but they were ſoon diſperſed, by the recolle&- 
jon, that T had feared a heavier calamity. — This, my good 

lord, faid J, this ſtroke I can bear without paining your 
generous heart by expreſſions of forrow: but how does Mr. 
B. ſupport it? concerned, did you ſay, on my account, 
that word but . poorly expreſſes” his feelings. Should not 


I go to him inſtantly? oh, my Harry, you muſt ſtand in 


need of a comforter! the biſhop replie not, but giving 


me his hand, we went out and ſtepped directly into the 


coach that waited. As we rode, he told me, that upon the 
teceipt of the letter, knowing from whom it came, and 


fearing the contents might be unfavourable, 'he' had made 


that errand in the morning on purpoſe to bring it himſelf, 
and for the ſame reafon ſent me away before he mentioned 
it; that he had ſtaid till then with Mr, B. endeavouring 
to calm his mind before my return; and having, as he 


home. x m | 

J paid little attention to all this, and when 1 alighted 
was very near fainting; he kindly fupported me to the 
parlour, and J ſoon recovered, Where, — where is your 


thought, pretty well ſucceeded, had left bim to fetch me 


maſter, 7 
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made "aid I to Lettice? In the garden ſhe anſwered, | 
I am glad of it, ſaid the biſhop, compoſe yourſelf a mo- 


ment before you ſee him, and above all keep this affair 
| ſecret, I ſhall mention it to my. wife only, I wil now leave 


you, as reſence is not neceſſary; I hope every thi 
455 dear - Me. B. from your apparent greatneſs of 5 
may God Almighty. ſuſiain you. both, and turn this mis- 
fortune into a . bleſſing. I hope it is. needleſs for me to 
make profeſſions of friendſhip or ſervice, His benevo- 
lent eyes gliſtened as he Took. and he haſtily. withdrew, 

But ob, my dear, Louiſa, how can I relate the ſcene 


| that lowed * the bare recollection of it overpowers me 
With freſh anguiſh, I muft pauſe a little. 


I went directly to the garden, and through the little 
wood to the grotto, there, as 1 expected, was my dear Mr. 
B. He fat oppoſite the entrance in a reclining poſture, 
- Otway's Venice  Preferyed lay open on the table, his eyes 
ſeemed immoveably fixed on that, but he raiſed them as 1 
entered, and eee every ſyraptom of grief in his coun- 
tenance. As I approached, he averted his face, and mo- 
tioned. with, his hand for me to retire 3 but not ſo eaſily 
repulſed, I fat, down by him, and tenderly beſought him 
to be comforted, to. rely upon Providence, and to ſpare me 
the trouble of ſeeing him ſo affſicted. He then aroſe, and 
410 graſpin wg both. my hands between his, ſuddenly « EX» 
imed in 2 W 10 yet tremulous tone | 


Can fi thou bear cold and 88 can theſe lab 
Fram'd for the tender offices of love, 


Endure the n gripe of ſmarting poverty by 


Tertißel at ihe increaſing wildneſs of his look, 1 fell on 
my knees, and audibly prayed for the compoſure of his 
ruffled ſpirits : he funk down by me, with Elaſped hand and 

plied eyes, he ſeemed to attempt joining my n; 

but unable to f ak, he reclined his face on my neck, and 

bathed it with Ps tears; ſenüble of the relief they afforded 


Pur wo him, 
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Him, I attempted-not to. ſtop their courſe, and he ſoon kroſe 
with more calmneſs ; then a aſcating me in the chair he had 
jutt quitted, he ſtood: a feu moments * his arms folded 

and his eyes fixed on the ground, 1 

Afraid of endangering the but ruſt a nat K I 
ſpoke not a word, till at length, after gazing with the ut- 
moſt tenderneſs upon me, he caſt an uplifted deſpairing look” 
that froze my very ſoul with terror, 4” ſuddenly unfolded. 
his arms, but (in»-an-capftanth2 (as: i he had checked ſome 
dreadful thought) he folded them again, and with the ſame 

motion taking off his ſword, he threw it witli wiolence | 

upon the floor. T could then no longer tontain myſelf,» | 

L aroſe, I ſeized his hand, I wept on it, but could not | 

ſpeak. — He firſt broke ſilence; ſee you not, Mrs 3 

{aid: he ſtetnly, that I cannot Are my on grief, diſtreſa 

me then no more with you sz it re . meh and I. 

cannot bear it, 1 This unexpeRted ſeverity hocken and aſto- 

= mſhed me, I was finking motionleſs into chair but he 

| caugbt me in His arms, and. tenderly preſſing mi co his bo- 

| om, forgive me, oh forgive me, my deareſt angel, forgive 

8 __ your-unbappy huſband, - Lhd, its, ſenſible of having in- 

volved you in ruin Vou have not ruined me, interrupted 

I, unleſs yow have ceaſed to love me; it may with more 

wauth be faid, that I have ruined ypu yet I. grieve nat fo | 

much for aur preſent misfortuhe as for your impatience: um- | 

der it; comfort yourſelf, my dear Mr. B. endeavour to | 

compoſe your thoughts, let us talk over this matter calm- | | 

f ly, and y dall Lice with what chearfulneſs I can ſubmit 14 

WU tony change, but that of your affection. Spare me, 

: 


— 


my deareſt Charlotte, ſaid he haſtily, 4 This 
this exalted: goodneſs ſtill more ſeat wounds One — ů 
Allew me a — reflection.“ He then ſat down, 
and appeared for ſome time buried in profound thought, 
at length lock ing up, and. ſeeing me ſtand ſuſpended near 
him, — and taking my hand, rr 
lemn earneſt manner theſe words: „ 
1 40 1 ke 
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I have been conſidering of our ſituation Mrs. B. T 
have revolved every eircumſtance of our misfortune, and I 
ſee, too plainly ſee, that there is but one method to purſue, 


we muſt part, my Charlotte, - we muſt part. Think you 


9 


that I can be hardy enough to witneſs, or baſe enough to 
increaſe the poverty and wretchedneſs I have brought upon 


vou? By: heaven I will not, nor ever again behold that 


lovely face, till my myſterious deſtiny has led me once 
more tu at leaſt a proſpect of ſupporting you. 1 have 
bt of no parucular employ, I rather prefer the ſea, 


bum 1 hall aſk the biſbop 's advice, and neither difficulry 


or danger ſhall prevent — it. I would have 
you let this houſe (furniſhed as it is) as ſoon as poſſible, 
and then retire into L——ſhire to my father and mother, 
your company: will ſoften their trouble for this event, and 
. —— br 9 
ſpeak not, 
8 dear mouth re by — 
r Alas he needed not to fear, 
for I poſſeſſed not the power of ſpeech at that inſtant. He 
extreme diſtreſa, and in the tendereſt aceants endea- 
to ſooth it. Then, after embracing me with the 


| he dropt upon his knees, and with. 


unſpeakable ardency implored the Divine Being to bleſs, 
ſuſtain, and protect — his err 
ſtore us to each other! 2 2 19 
What heart could ſupport ſuch Se it yas 
too much for mine. I juſt ſaw him riſe, and go haſtily 
out of the grono before my ſenſes forſook me, and Lettice + 
whom he ſent directly, found me in à ſwoon, from which 
ſhe with difficulty recovered me. This faithful creature | 
had the preſence of mind to ſend immediately for Mrs. 
##**#, who condeſcendingly came at once, took on herſelf 
the nutle's office, and never leſt me for a weck Ah ͤ Lou- 
ifs, the very name of that EINE des e my 
hot with gratitude,” "RA - 4 
: Is 
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Mr. B. when he left his wife, went immediately to the 
caſtle; but hearing that the company were not gone, he 
charged the ſervants not to mention his name till they went; 
and in the interim, he ſaid, that he would walk in the park. 
Here it was that, overcome by his diſtreſs, and abandoned 
to all the horrors of reflexion, x2. * threw 
himſelf-at the foot of a tree, and, y 
the damp graſs and inclement air, ged not Frog pours, 
till che night cloſed in, and the family came in a body to 
ſeek him. He ol a at their approach, but found himſelf 
ſeized with a violent hoarſeneſs and ſhivering; in fine, he 
was put to bed, with all the ſymptoms of a fever. The bi- 
ſhep never left him, and his lady, whom Mrs. B. mentions 
to have been ſent for early in the evening, paid as diligent 
attendance upon her. 

Thus did this truly benevolent couple ſeparate themſelves 
forthe fake of our unfortunate lovers, whom we are now 


impatient to bring out of their e trouble, to the hap» 


pier days that awaited them. 
Mr. B's fever (increaſed by the perturbation of his mind) 
confined him near three weeks to * bed, and as many 


more to his chamber. He had beſou ught the biſhop, when 


he was firſt taken ill, to quiet Mrs. B's mind with the aſſu- 
rance that he was 1 * and gone to London, iu conſe- 
' quence of a recommendation to ſome. profitable . employ 3 
but that he ſhould not write to her, till he was certain of 
it, which might be a couſiderable time firſt. This ſcheme, 
and Mrs.“ * * * friendſbip and aſſiduity, had the de- 
fired effect; but, left the ſecret ſhould tranſpire, it was 
neceſſary Mrs. B. mould leave E; they adviſed her 
therefore to entruſt the care of letting the houſe to them, 
and retire immediately into 1 Willing to quit 
a place where every thing reminded her of her loſt happi- 
neſs, the poor lady very readily agreed; but moſt» unfor- 
tunately ſhe took an unexpected journey a different way. 
Amongft other viſitors at the caſtle, there was at this 
time a lady between whom and Mrs, B. a particular inti- 


3 


. 
— — 
— — 


r / / p e ee ene 


— ——_—_— 


— ——— — p 
— —— ä — — 
— 


— nw — 


364 REASON AND. LOVE. 


macy had been newly contracted. We are not at liberty 
to mention her name, but we may juſtly fay, chat ſhe is 
not more eminent for rank than merit. Ts lady one day 
received intellignence from her family, who lived in the 
neighbourhood of Lord L's country ſeat, that he was come 
to reſide there for the winter by himſelf. 

The cauſe of this retirement was gueſſed at to be a quar- 
Aal tetbbsen him and lady Mary, as the was gone ſuddenly 
ano Y flire; and his lordſhip had been heard to fay, 
fa withetl he could Ie himfefenirely from the ungrate- 

wor * 


Upon this flight hint, did our generous aniy lay : a plan 
for the reftoration of their friend's happineſs, - . 
- Rightly' judging chat Lord I. need only be ac- 
5 with bs 5 neice, to eſteem her, and forgive 
her huſband, they propoſed to Mrs. B. that ſhe ſhould ac - 
company lady . — as à viſitor, and endeavour to 
recommend Were to der uncle” 8 favor, under a fititions 
"character. 3 AKSS COLISKLET TY OO Ar. 
No 8 agreed upon chi executed. Mr. B. was 
told, that his wife was gone into I. ſhire, whilſt ſhe, 


| under the care of her kind conductreſs, defend ſafely at 


| W—hire, as a Miſs Lydia Howard. 
In a day or two, Lady tbok = (as a ftranger) to 


viſit all the neighbouring g gentry. I. — amongft the 


number could not ayoid ſeeing them, and was viſibly ftruck 
with the fait unknown. The melancholy that hung upon 
her, and an anxious deſire to pleaſe him, added a peculiar 
ſoſtneſs to her nature, Which was naturafly ſweet; and his 
| lordſhip went ſo far as to beg as much of {ady —8 voy 
pany as poſſible, whilſt her agreeable viftor ſtaid. I 
was ont of humour with all the world,“ ſaid he, hit 
you, ”Mifs Howard, 5 politely to her) em ſent to 
reconcile me to ſociety.” What a favourable N was 
this! Miſs: Howard took care to 8 it, and in a 
week's time they were Petey intimate 
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The earl generally ſpent every evening with them, aud 


in a morning they uſed to viſit him in his ſtudy, and be en- 


tertained with philoſophical experiments. Lady —— was 
for ſtriking whilſt the iron was hot, and in ſome af theſe 
lectures was for entertaining the earl with a new diſcovery 3: 
but Mrs. B. fearful of his anger at the impaſition, deferred 


it from day to day, till at length, after about a month's ac 


quaintance, lord L,. began to be very ſollicitous in his in- 


quiries about her, particularly concerning the apparent ü 


melancholy that hung upon her ſpirits. Lady flight- 


ly anſwered, that indeed ſhe had obſerved Miſs Howard to 


labour under ſome ſecret grief, but that through reſpe& ſhe, 
had always forborn to mention it. But I cannot, ſaid 


my pu I muſt not only mention it to her, but know: | 
the 


e, and offer my beſt ſervices towards removing it. 


You ſmile, Lady, but, by my ſoul, I never felt my 


ſelf more ſtrongly, attached to any body than to this young 


lady. By ſomething, of an inexpreſſible charm, a kind of 


winning defire to oblige and pleaſe, ſhe ſeems to make 
herſelf neceſſary to my happineſs. ; She thinks, I ſuppoſe, 
that my age ſecures her from the ſuſpicion of having a de- 
ſign on her heart — I do not know; what to ſay to it 


perhaps ſhe wants my aſſiſtance in ſomewhat relative to 
£7 irs. Do you know what her fortune is? I ſhould 


think myſelf very happy in being able to ſerve her. 


Impatient to communicate this good news, I flew” 


to her fair friend, and then beſought her to engage lord L. 
that ver ws, A a private conference, under che ꝓre- 
tence of aſking his advice on a matter of buſineſs. Mrs. 
B. took this counſel; and the earl having [promiſed to 
drink tea with her, ſhe ſummoned up all her ſpirits, and, 


after a longer conſultation than ordinary with her.looking-_ 
glaſs, waited his arrival with a beating heart. 
Lord L. began this important conference, by. telling 
his dear Miſs Howard that ſhe need but ſpeak her deſire, to 
be aſſured of his ready and chearful aſſiſtance, Mis. B. 


then took up the diſcourſe, and having firſt fubmiſſively 
3 begged 


good fortune, Her ladyſhip then owned that he was fill 
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begged him to forgive the innocent deceit the had praQtif- 
ed, ſhe confeſſed her motive for it, owned who ſhe was, 
and (taking-ad of the ſurpriſe, which kept him fi- 
lent) a brief hiſtory of every circumftance relative to 
herſelf and Mr. B. (except his illneſs) that our readers are 
already m1 td with; and concluded with exerting all 
her eloquence in prayers and tears, to induce him to for- 
give and receive — Ralband to favour, 

Unterly amazed at what he heard, the * ſtood ſome 


dme in ſufpence how to behave, when this generous wife 


completed her purpoſe, by — that if he would only re- 


cal the poor ' unhappy wanderer, and provide a decent 


competence fur him, ſhe would not only forego every ad- 


. vantage axifing from that, but even (if he could deſire it) 


the 3 of her huſband, and, by retiring to ſome dif- 

tant country, give up che happineſs of her future life, 
and make herfelf the ſacrifice to their reconciliation, It 
was now that lord I allowed himfelf vanquiſhed. 
Overcome by the united force of youth, beauty, and inno- 


ceœnce in diſtreſs, he tenderly em and raĩſed her 
hne ſhould be his: neice, he 110 his daughter, and tlie tear 


of affection followed theſe endearing appellations; bur 
preſently: reeollecting himſelf, and yet I cannot forgive 
your huſband, Mrs. B. he ought to have acquainted me 
wich his attachment. Do you know how'ridieulous 
he made me appear? — There is no excuſe lies for him. 
Mr. B's fair advocate, however (encouraged by the favour 


ſhe had received) ſoon convinced him of the contrary; for 
ne undertook and made ſo handſome a defence, that, be- 
fore ſhe «concluded it, the earl, interruptingly, ſwore ſhe 


was an angel, and thar he could not deny her auy thing. 
Theſe — we preſume, are all that is neceſſary 


| to be — of this converſation. And now, after 


receiving the eongratulations of lady — on this hap- 
py event, our three new friends entered into debate, in 
what: manner Mr. B. was to be made acquainted with his 
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at the caftle on account of indiſpoſition, but that ſhe had 
heard the day before that he was well enough to chink of 
quitting his chamber. Upon which lord L. ſaid, that he 
hoped as ſhe had been kind enough to aſſiſt his neice in 
finding -:1Mncle, ſhe would take equal pleaſure in reſtoring 
a wife to her huſband ;, in fine, if it was agreeable, they 
might ſet out for E the next morning, and that he 
himſelf would be their eſcort. 4 T ſhall be mm * 
opportunity. to pay my reſp cts to the Biſhop's family, ad- 
Jed he, and _ 4 that I want to ſee 4 "Harry, his 
ſufferings have cancelled his fault. I knew not that 
was utterly deſtitute, much leſs that it was an act of filial 
generoſity which made. him ſo. We will ſee what is to 
be done. But no more tears now, my ſweet neice, think 
W being ehearful and happy.“ l 
| The reception theſe welcome gueſts met with at the caſ- 
tle, the Interview between Mr, and Mrs. B. / he'thorough 
reconciliation of the uncle and che nephew, and the gene- 
ral happineſs that enſued, muſt all be leſt u wed, 
Love, gentle readers, is the tendereſt paſſion, and benefi- 
cenee the nobleſt ſentiment, of the human heart, ſuch of 
© you as have experieneed theſe, may eaſily ſorm an idea of 
what, perhaps, our deſcription could not reach; and thoſe 
(if any there be) who are incapable of either, will be quite 
as well ſatisfied to hear in a few werds, that, in à ſhort 
time ſpent. in various amuſements at the caſtle, lord . 
was ſo charmed with the conduct and mutual affection of 
his amiable nephew and neice, that he ſettled upon them 
an eſtate of one thouſand pounds a year. He obliged them 
to paſs the remainder of the winter with him in London, 
and the following ſummer made them a viſit of feveral 
weeks at the elegant Intle manfon Which Mrs, 5 
pleaſantly called her eftate. - bade rte 8 
Soon after that, this lady had a confiderable fortune be- 
queathed to her, by an aunt of her father s. This was not 
neceſſary either to her'a or Mr. B's happineſs, neither did 
it add 20 it, but as it inereaſed their power of doing Por” 
* 7 Po Cn N | Hen 
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66 \N che night ning abs was loaded with fetters, and 


ſharer of all her ſocial pleaſures, ſhe depended upon ſup- 
21211 dora, 


Here then let us leave them in the ojoyment of perſeg 
feliaity, rendering themſelves a corafort to the pdor, an 
ampla to the rich, a hleſſing to their friends and to ea 2 
other, and . a1 dci 42 bogs 
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IN as 99g who is the fab) wy of it, aſter hs he diſtin- 

RY «guillied: himſelf in every quarter of the globe, in ſup- 

port of the Roman power, and having more than once 

20 4 the impending fortunes of = empire, fell at 
laſt himſelf e to the moſt deteſted malice, fact- 
n= and apgratibede.c. no N 90 a ivy. CAT | 
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* like a'ftate-criminal-thrown into jail, ' amazement, 
grief, and (conſternation filled his palace. Phe alarm 
- which ſeized his wife Antonia, and Eudoxa his only 
daughter, gave a picture of deſpair and agony in their moft 
-friking colours. At length Antonina recovering from 
her flight, and calling to mind the favours which the em- 
preſs had Laviſhed on her; began to flatter: herſelf: that her 
apprehenſions were groundlels; - condemned with ſelf-re 

"proach; the weakneſs ſbe had betrayed. Admitted to an 


 Intifriacy and dearneſs with Theodora, the companion and 


r 


port from that quarter, — at leaſt ſne believed that Theo- 
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dora, the companion and ſharer of all her ſocial pleaſures, 
ſhe depended upon ſupport from that quarter, or at leaſt ſhe 
believed that Th as her friend. In this perſuafion 


the attended the levee of the empreſs; and falling on her 
knees in the face of the whole court; madam, ſaid ſhe, if 


to have defended and ſaved. the empire on various occa- 
ſions has been the diſtinguiſhed lot of Beliſarius, that the 
guilt now imputed to him may be examined in open day- 
light, and that his accuſers may confront him at the tribu- 
nal of the emperor, is now the recompence he aſks for all 
his generous labours: a free trial, and the opportunity of 
confounding his enemies, is the only favour he can with 
honour accept. Theodora made her a ſign to riſe; and, 
with a look of frigid mdifference anſwered, If Beliſarius 
is innocent, he has nothing to fear; if the charge be true, 
he is no ſtranger to the elemency of his maſter, and he 
knows the ſott acceſſes to his heart. Vou may withdraw, 
madam, in full confidence that I regard you; I ſhall nct 
eafily forget that I have diſtinguiſhed you by my favours, 
This. cold reception, and the abrupt manner of the conclu- 
fion, quite ovexpowered Antonina 3 ſhe. retired, pale and 
trembling 3. and of all the beholders not one dared to lift 
an eye towards her. Barſames, whom ſhe met, would have 


paſſed her by unnoticed, if ſhe had not addreſſed herſelf to 


bim: Barſames was the miniſter of the treaſury, and the 
favourite of Theodora. She. intreated him to inform her 


what was the crime laid to the charge of Beliſarius. I in- 


form you, madam! ſays Barſames; I am totally in the 
dark; a ſtranger to this affairg I have nothing in my pow- 
er; I know nothing, nor do I interfere in any thing but 
the duty of my deparment: if every body followed the 


ſame rule, the peace of the world would be leſs diſturbed. 


% Ah! fays Antonina, che plot, I ſee, is deeply laid, 


and Beliſarius is undone. A little further on-ſhe met a 


man who owel his all to her, and who, on the preceding 
day, was entirely d;voted.to her ſervice She made an at- 
tempt to expoſtulaze;and eanyaly the affair, with him; but 
8 ä Without 
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Without deigning to hear her, I know your misfortunes, 


ſaid he, and I am _ mortified ; but I muſt beg your 
pardon, I have a buſineſs to ſollieit, and there is not a mo- 
ment to be loft: I muſt leave you, madam, but be aſſured, 
that nobody is more zealouſly attached to you. Antonina 
went in queſt of her daughter, and in an hour's time ſhe 
received directions to depart the city, and make ond * 


tle in Thrace the place of her exile. 


The very fight of this caſtle, alba and in ruin, 


filled the heart of Antonina with 'eonficengtion $: here ſhe 


conſidered herfelf as buried, and a fit of Uinofs ſeized her 
Joon after her arrival. The tender Eudoxa; - UiſtraQted by 
the idea of a father impeached; loaded with ins irons, and giv 

up a prey to his enemies, diſtracted further at che ſig bh of 
a mother ready to break her heart with angurſh, undetwent 
the ſevereſt agonies of mind. All her days, her beſt, her 
youthful days, were conſumed in offices of tenderneſs to 


her afflicted mother; each night ſhe was bathed in tears, 
and in that ſulpence of pain, when weary nature finks 


down to reſt, her ſlumbers were ever troubled with the moſt 
Horrid dreams. The image of her father plunged into a 


dungeon's gloom, and bending under the weight of galling 
chains, was ever preſent to her; and her apprehenſions for 


her mother increaſed the terrors of the viſionary ſcene. 

« An entire year paſſed away without any tidings of 
Beliſarius; a conſpiracy had been detected, the hero was 
charged with being the author of it, and the voice of his 
enemies, which was called the public voice, pronounced 
him guilty of the treaſon,” The principal conſpirätors had 


| ſuffered death in determined filence, without The ſmalleſt 


intimation. of their leader; upon this was foundell pre- 
ſumptive proof againſt Belifatius, and, for want of poſitive 
evidence, he was left to languiſn in a dungeon, in hopes 


"that his death would ſuperſede the ' neceſſity of clear con- 


viction. In the mean time the old diſbanded ſoldiery, 
who now were mingled with the people, clamdured or 


dhe enlargement of their * and were ready to youch 


* 


— 


for 
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for his innocence: a popular iuſurrection followed, uni- 
verſally menacing. to force the priſon doors, unleſs he 
was immediately ſet at liberty. is tumult enraged the 
emperor. Theodora perceiving it, managed artfully to 
ſeize the moment of ill-humour and paſſion, knowing that 
then only he was capable of injuſtice, Well, ſaid ſhe, 
let him be given up to the populace after he is rendered un- 
able to command them. The horrible advice prevailed : . 
it was the decifive judgment againſt Beliſarius. | 

When the people ſaw him come forth without an eye 
in his head, a general burſt of rage and lamentation filled 
the city, Beliſarius appeaſed the tumult. My friends 
and. countrymen, ſaid he, your emperor has been impoſed - 
upon; every man is liable to error; it is our buſineſs to 
regret Juſtinian's error, and to ſerve him ſtill; my inno- 
cence is now the only good they have left me; let me poſ- 
ſeſs it ſtill. The revolt which you threaten cannot re- 
ſore what I have loſt, but it may deprive me of the only 
conſolation that remains in my breaft, The felling ſpi- 
rits of the populace fubſided at theſe words into a perſect 
calm; they offered him all they were worth: Beſiſarius 
thanked Zen: all I will aſk, ſays he, is one of your. 
boys, to guide my fteps to the aſylum where my family 
expects me.” 8 | 


[M. Marmontel, after relating ſeveral affecting incidents, | 

_ that attended his melancholy journey, and the general 
grief and horror that filled the breaſt of all who were 
witneſs of the miſery of Beliſarius, goes on thus: 


“The hero was now at the diſtance of twelye miles 
from the retreat of his family; but being exhauſted by a 
fatiguing journey, he inquired of his guide whether there 
was not a village in fight, where he might reſt his wear 
ried limbs, There is one, ſaid his young conductor, but 
it is a conſiderable way off, No, replied Beliſarius, 1 


C 


„ 


- 
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ſhould expoſe the place to the pillage of theſe rovers. He. 


now took leave of his convoy. 
4 Arriving at the village, the cry that ſtruck his ears was, 
There he is; that is he; it is the very man. What may 
this mean? — It is an whole family, ſaid the guide, 
making towards you with great eagerneſs. By this time 


an old man came forward from the crowd. Worthy gen- 


tleman, ſaid he, may we crave to know who you are? 


You plainly fee, replied Beliſarius, that I am a poor in- 
digent wretch and not a gentleman.” An indigent wretch! 


exclaimed the peaſant; that is what occafions our cu- 
riofity; for we have a report here, that, "wretched as, 
you ſeem, you are Beliſarius. Lower your voice, 
my honeſt fyiend, replied the general; and if my mis- 
fortunes touch you, afford me a ſhelter under your roof, 
Theſe words were ſcarcely uttered, when he felt the vil - 
lager embracing his knees: he raiſed the honeſt country- 
man, and went with him into an humble cot, 
« Fall down, my children, faid the villager to his ſon 
and two daughters, fall down at the feet of this illuſtri- 
ous hero: it was he that protected us from the ravage of 
the Huns; but for him, our little habitation had been re- 
duced to aſhes; but for him, my children, your father 
would have been butchered before your eyes, your little 
babes would have been torn from you, and hurried into 


+ captivity; but for him, 2 never would have raiſed your 
heads again; you are in 


ebted to him for life, and all that 
can be dearer than life. Venerate him the more for his 
preſent condition, | reſpect his misfortunes, and weep over 


| Your unhappy country. 


„ Belifarius, diſſolving inwardly ith tenderneſs at the 
_ grateful ſentiments of this little family, and overpowered 
by their bleſſings on his head, could only anſw m with 


the dumb eloquence of his embraces; —Condeſcend, il- 


luſtrious hero, faid the two women, to receive to your 
arms theſe. two little innocents, who have found in you a 
"ſecond father. We ſhall never ceaſe to awaken in their 
memories a due ſenſe of the honour they will now receive 


4 
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by ſaluting their great deliverer, and being - carefſed in his 
embrace, Each mother preſented her own child, and 
placed him on the generals knees. The little infants 
ſmiled with young attoniſhment, and raiſing their arms 
ſeemed to offer up their thanks. And can you now, faid 
Beliſarius, think me an object of compaſſion? Does there 
at this moment breathe a man mote fincerely happy than 
myſelf? But tell me, how has it happened that you had 
any knowledge of me? A young nobleman, replied the 
villager, paſſed through this place yeſterday, and inquired 
if we had not ſeen a blind old man go by; you anſwer 
the deſcription he gave us. We affured him we had ſeen 
no ſuch perſon; he then charged us to keep a good look 
out, and let you know, that a friend expects you at the 
place where you are going. He ſaid you were in want 
of every thing, and requeſted us to pay you every atten- 
tion in dur power: he even promiſed to requite us for it. 
Alas! we told him that we were all variouſly employed; 
ſome in the labours of the field, others in domeſtic cares, 
and had but little leiſure to gape after travellers as they, paſs 
by. Then quit your employments, ſaid the young lord, 
and omit every thing rather than the acts of benevolence 
the good old man is intitled to: he is your protector, your 
deliverer; it is Beliſarius whom I recommend to your 
diligence; and then he opened to us the whole ſtory of 
ber ſufferings. At the ſound of a name ſo beloved and 

onoured, imagine to yourſelf the agitation of our hearts. 
My ſon watched all night long for his general, for he had 
the honour to fight under your banners, when you expel- 
led the invaders of Thrace; and my daughters at the dawn 
of day were at the threſhold of the door, and there conti- 
nued ftraining their eyes with eager expectation. At | 
length we have found you; command as you pleaſe, every t 1 
thing we have is your's: the nobleman who defires to ce 
you has more in his power to give; but give what he 
may, he will not do it with a better heart than we offer our 
little all, TT h We ket 9. 66 
| : I 3 „ While 


and a good father? —He is, repli 
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„While thus the father diſeourſed, the ſon, in a fixe& 


attitude before the hero, viewed him with a penſive air, his 
bands claſped in each other; conſternation, pity, and reſ- 
pect rifing hy turns, and diffuſing themſelves over his 


countenance. 


My good friend, ſays Beliſarius to the old villager, 
I thank you for theſe marks of your goadneſs. - I have 
Auberewütbal to ſupport me on my way to my laſt retreat: 
but pray inform me, is your happineſs equal to yaur bene - 


volence? Your ſon, you ſay, cartied arms under my con- 
duct. I feel myſelf interefted abolt him; is he prudent, 


careful, and induſtrious? Does ela a good huſband 
the old man, all my 
joy and comfort; he quitted — army upon the death of 


bis elder brother; but he quitted it, ſeamed with honour- 


able ſcars; he relieves me kam labour, the prop of m 4 


old age! he has for his wife the daughter of my fi 
7 and heaven has ſmiled upo ner n. . 
. 2 lively temper IE is of a mild and , arqiable- diſpo- 


tion. My hter, who Aands. chere, is alſo b r 
ſettled. I ga r in marriage to 2 young. may of go 


morals, 0 = live in mutual. affectien: every 


goes on to my heart's content, and T have raifed, —ç 
children to me, in whom I fancy I am renewing my 


.youth, In- the hopes that they will cheriſn my memory 
and bleſs me when I. am gone, I draw towards my grave , 
with leſs regret, Alas! my good friend; ſal: Beliſarius, 


vi excite my envy! I had two ſons,” my beſt my dar- 
g hope! I ſaw them both expire at my ſide; an only 
4 is all that is left me in my age; and ſhe, alas! 
has too much ſenſibility for my condition and her own. 
But thanks be to heaven, my two, boys died fighting for 


heir country! — At theſe words, Jas man,. whe 


had been earneſtly liſtening to all that 2 ed, felt his heart 

touched to the very quick. 

Tbe ſupper, couliſting of plain coun 1 fare, was ſerved 

"ps FO — by his * repr entations 95. the 
** 
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happineſs that dwells with obſcurity, gave it the value of 
the ok ſumptuous repaſt. Calm and retired tranquillity 
ſays he, is the-happiett Rate of man; and yet, ſo little are 
the ſolid bleſſings of life ann it is a ftate which is 
never envied,” 

The young man of the houſe.contianed fle during the 
whole time at ſupper, with his eyes fixed on Belifarjus 3 
he was loſt in contemplation :. his inward workings grew 
ſtronger as he gazedg/ his countenance every moment ſet- 
tled into a deeper gloom, looked more intenſe with reflect- 
ion, and —— — the various meetings that ſucceeded 
each other, Here is my fon, ſaid the good old landlord, 
recalling to his imagination 2 your battles: he purſues 
vou with an ardent eye He finds it difficult, rep led Be- 
lifarius, to © recolle& his general. — The enemies of my 
general, aid. the young man, 1 defaced him enough to 
make it [difficult to: know himg but he is tog near the 
hearts of his ſoldiers to be ever unknown to them 
When Beliſartus- tool leave of chis werthy family, I 
ſhould be glad, ſays; dis: young man, if my general will 
permit me to attend im a little. part af the way. Being 
together on the road, IL could wiſh, fail. he again, that you 
would order your guide to walk on beſore us; for I have 
ſomething for your private ear. The condition, fir, to 
— they have reduced you. fills me with indignation. 

have left you: 2 terrible example of, ingratitude, and 

— peck g it makes me even look with horror on 
my country; and as I formerly dared boldly in her ſervice, 
fo I now-bluſh for every drop of bloed J ſpilt in her 
eiuſe. The place of my nativity is grown deteſtable to 
me, and J look with pity on the — whom 1 have 
brought into this bad world. Hold ! hold, young man! 
ſays Beliſarius; where is the country in which honeſt men 
do not fall the victims of malignity and. fraud ? —— But 
this, returned the young ſoldier, this is without a prece- 
dent. There is a peculiarity in your fate: that exceeds all 
imagination. Who was bur of it? 1 have a _ 
ty 4 | an 
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and children; them I will recommend to their grand - father 
and the Supreme Being, and nothing ſhall retard me from 
ſetting out directly to tear out the villain s heart, who bar- 
barouily —— Alas ! thou generous youth, ſaid Beliſarius, 
claſping him in his arms, this excels of pity Rindles to en- 
thuftaſm. Can I conſent that a brave young man ſhall be 
the perpetrator of an inſidious deed 2 that a ſoldier ſhalb 
become an aſſaſſin ? that a virtuous ſon, a tender huſband,, 
and an affectionate father, ſhall be the flave of guilt. and 
infamy! It were to make me deſexve all that — bas. 
inflicted on me. Reflect a little; yon · have zehnquihed: 
the juſt defence of your country to ſolace: your — father 
and rear up your tender infants 3 and will you now, for a 
fuperannuated wretch like me, — an extravagant zeal, 
deſert chat very father and your helpleſs babes? Tell me, 
ſhould you drench your hands in the blood of my enemies, 
will that recall my youthful vigour; will it reſtore ny 
loſt organs to me? when you have made yourſelf crimi· 
nal, ſhall I be the lefs- 2 replied the 
young man, but the bloody cataſtrophe of a villian wild 
ſtrike every guilty mind with horror: to make him a ter- 


rible example to the world, I will ſeize the monſter at the 


foot of the throne or even of the altar, and, glutting my: 
ignard in his heart, will thunder in his ear, Belifarius 


p01 
ſtrikes the blow. And by what right ſays Beliſafuùs 
in a decifive tone, do you mean to execute my revenge? 


have I transferred a right to you, which I do not paſſeſs 


myſelf? or do you mean to aſſume that right in defiance. 
of every lw? Let law be truly — — fad 
the young man, andthe ſubject will depend upon the juſt- 
ice of his country ; but fince it is perverted, ſince it gives 


no protection to innocenee and virtue, but connives at 


vice, and acts in collufion with the guilty, it is time to ab- 
jure civil fociety,/ and reſort to the primitive laws of natu- 
ral juſtice.— My worthy. good friend, replied nahes, : 
chat is the reafoning of ruffians, of every lawleſs banditti! 
555 ſee the laws warped to evil 6 grievous 
to 
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to a juſt and honeſt mind; but the caſe would be ſtill more 
grievous, if they were to ſuffer open violation. Enfee- 
bled laws are moſt certainly an evil, but a tranſitory evil; 
their total overthrow would be a laſting calamity. You 
would ſtrike guilt with a terror, and yet you are going to 

encourage it by your example. My calamities, thou wor- 
thy youth, have inſpired thee with noble ſentiments; wouldſt 
thou debaſe thoſe ſentiments by an atrocious deed? Shall 
the tender ſenſations 'of the heart be turned to horror? I 
conjure you, in the name of that virtue which you love, 
diſhonour it not by fatal raſhneſs. Let it never be ſaid that 
virtue has guided the hand of an aſſaſſin, | 
If their cruelty, ſaid the young ſoldier, had ſpentits rage 
on me, I could perhaps arm myſelf with fortitude to bear 
the worſt z but when a man renowned, when Beliſarius —— 
No, I will never forgive it. But I forgive it, replied Be» 
lifarius; nothing but my intereſt in this buſineſs can pro- 
voke your fury; and if I renounce my own reſentments, 
will you go farther than I am willing to do? Let me 
tell you, that if I were inclined to expiate my wrongs by 
the blood of my enemies, whole nations are ready to arm 
themſelves in my cauſe; but I am N to my fate: 
imitate my example, allow me to be a judge of what is 
right and honourable; and if you find within your breaſt 
a ffirit to encounter death, reſerve that ſpirit for the glo- 
rious occaſion of ſerving your country and your prince. 
The ardor of this young ſoldier. ſubſided at theſe words 
into wonder and admiration. Forgive me, general, {aid 
he, forgive the vehemence which I now bluſh to own: the 
outrage of your fortune drove me to exceſs; while you 
condemn my zeal, excuſe it alſo. I do more, ſaid Bel! 
farius, I eſteem it: it is the emotion, the tranſport, of a 
generous mind, but let me now direct it. Your family 
will have need of you, live for them; and let your ch']-. 
dren imbibe from you an averſion to the enemies of B. li- 
farius, —— Name them, ſaid the young ſoldier with impa- 
tience, and I promiſe you o children ſhall grow up from 
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the, cradle in mortal hatred of them.. My enemies, re- 
plied Beliſarius, are the Seythians, the Huns, the Bulga- 
rians, the Sclavonians, the Perſians, and all the enemies of 
my country. —— Thou miracle of virtue! ſaid, the young 
villager,. proſtrating himſelf at the feet of the hero. Be- 
Iiſarius embraced him, and taking his leave, There are, 
faid be, in this mixed ſtate inevitable evils; all that a juſt 
man can do is not to deſerve the portion chat may be his. 
lot. If, hereaſter, the abuſe of power, the perverſion of 
laws, and the proſperity of bad men, ſhould move your 
indignation, think then of the fate of Beliſarius. — 
Wel. 32 7 | 
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THE CONTEMPT OF FAME. 


IN the chronicles of the Sultans of the Eaſt, it is re- 
1 1 corded, that when Othman held the rank of vizier 

Uncler à prince of the Saſſanian race, and by his faith- 
fil councils added ſecurity, luſtre, and dignity to the 
| throne, his ſon Abdalla diſplayed in his early bloom all the 
1 virtues which could endear him to the beſt of fathers, and 
render bim amiable in the eyes of all beholders. Ach- 
met the hermit, who had been called forth from his re- 
treat, in order to attend the cultivation of his tender mind, 
kad taken care to ſeaſon him with religion, and to inflame 
| his young imagination with the. defire of a fair and honeſt 

fame. The ſage well knew that this propenſity would 

; be a ſtrong ſecondary aid to the native beauty of virtue, 

would warm and cheriſh his native goodneſs, and invigo- 


rate the exertion of it. Accordingly Abdalla ſoon drew 
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the eyes of all men upon him]; his conduct was a conſtant 
emanation of benevolence, and in his boſom glowed chat 
intenſe heroie ardour, which ſoon after diſtinguiſned him 
in the field of glorious danger. a er time be unived 
at the higheſt degree of popularity; the ſultan heaped fa- 
vours on him in what mi gbt be called a profuſion of libe- 
rality, had not his merit daily deſerved it from him. He 
was delegated with unlimited, authority to command the 
armies of the ſultan, and from the confines of Perſia to the 
Indian Ocean, he ſoon. reduced every thing under ſubjee- 
tion. Though he was yet green in years, each tongue 
was mute in his preſenee, and before him every eye looked 
down with a kind of reverential awe; he loved the prince, 
who raiſed him to this ſtate of elevation, and by the gen- 
tleneſs of his manners he ſoftened. that envy, which _ 
otherwiſe tarniſn the luſtre of his glory. 4 

While Abdalla was conſtantly reaping freſh laurels, and 
gratifying his - inſatiable love of fame by daily acquiſi- 
tions of glory, his father at home met with à reverſe of 
fortune. Othman poſſeſſed all thoſe qualities, whieh ſhone , 
forth in his ſon with a more ſtriking luſtre; and he vainly / 
imagined, that, in a corrupt, degenerate court, he could 
be great aud gaod with impunity. But the ſtorm now ga- 
thered heavily in elouds around him, and the turbulent tem- 
peſts of — ambition, hatred, and revenge environed 
him with a whirlwind'more dreadful than that which tears 
up whole coutinents of ſand in the deſarts of Arabia. The 
grand apartments in his houſe, which were formerly filled 
with a band of courtiers; were now empty and forlorn 
he was diveſted of all his honours; his. truſt was taken 
away from him, and,” after a ſeries of _ ſpent in the 
ſervice of his prince, he was ſtrip every thing but 
his paternal py ah ; whither he withirusr to ſhelter himſelf | 
from an ungrateful world. | 

In this retirement, Othman, what were thy thou ghts, 
vwyhat were thy ſenſatidns? The fun uſhered in 4 day eld 
of n and the night a train of reſtleſs dreams. - | 

lengt 
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. length his conſtitution received ſuch ſevere ſtrokes from a 
1 conſtant ſueceſſion of corroſive cares, that he languiſned 
| | under the preſſure, and his ſoul fickened to deſperation. A 
i gloomy vapour obſcured his eyes with dim ſuffuſion, and. 
2F he bsheld with joy the approaching fun-ſet of his days. 

| As he lay languiſhing on the bed of fickneſs, he gave or- 
ders, chat his fon might be informed of his ſituation. Ab- 

Aalfa immediatelyyuitred his high command, flew to his dying 

father's languid arms, and in a guſh of tears embraced his 
| agonizing bod Orhman, with what little ſtrength he 
had leſt, raiſed his head, and fixing his faded eye- balls on 
him, My ſon,” faid he, hear my words: Nou have 
| beheld your ” father 3 in the ſunſhine of proſperity 3 3 you now 
| 


behold: him in the laſt extreme of miſery, I am fallen a 
prey to the intrigues of ill-deſigning men; — the angel of 
| death now hovers-over his victim; — then liſten to my laſt . 
1 directions; — avoid public honoure$— fly from courts, as 
l; from the monſters of the deſart; be nor miſled by a vain - 
== love of fame and an mailing popularity; virtue is 
its own reward; —— then let your happineſs be fixed in 
your mind, indepeudent on external objects; deſpiſe 
the opinions of mankind, which — and un- 
certain 28 the Cafpi Pian, when deformed with tempeſts. f 
For the An! of yaur days have a contempt for fame; 
— it wi only lead you into a ſeries of toils for an un- 
grateful world. Steal through life imperceptibly, like 
the path of the arrow, which leaves no trace behind it; 
let your moderation ſhade you from 1 wp look 
down on the giddy. —— 70: ELL YH OO; : | 
He could no more; his lot for eternity wha eaſt we | 
he expired. Abdalla wept in bitterneſs of anguiſh over the . 
beſt of fathers; he treaſured up his precepts in che inmoſt 
receſſes of his ſoul, and inſtantly began to conform his con- 
duct to the practice of them. His dignities and honours 
he reſigned forthwith; and in the ſullenneſs of his ſoul he 
| locked bimſelf wp: from the work. His houſe no longer 
reſounded with — and with minſtrels; no longer did 
amber 
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amber and aloes.adminifter their rich perfumes ; the vaſes i 
of agate, which in his father's time overflowed with all 
the delicious liquors of the Eaſt, lay tumbled into an un- 
regarded heap; and even the hand of charity, which. was 
before ſtretched out at his gate, was now congealed and 
frozen up. Echo] now no longer repeated his praiſes, and- 
ſcandal Le to accumulate diſgrace upon him. This he 
heard, and he deſpiſed che rumour ; the many leſſons given 
by» bis tutor were now totally forgot; the ſeeds of virtue 
, lay dormant in his breaſt, and his love of fame was now 
entirely extinguiſhed; nay, the very thoughts of it were 
loathſome to him; inſomuch that, to leave no room ſor 
2 ſuſpicion that he had even the leaft regard for popularity 
remaining, he. would often ſay to himſeltf, That che 
world may ſee how much I am above any notices it ma ay 
take of me, I muſt not be guilty of a fingle good action.“ 
—— By imperceptible degrees this turn of mind ſettled” 
into a fixed inſenſibility to all dignity of eharacter, and on 
the contempt of fame was grafted a contempt of virtue. 
Abdalla! Abdalla! you thundered at the head of armies; 
whole nations obeyed your voice; and now, how altered! 
relaxed and enfeebled you groan in anguith, reluctant to 
every finer impulſe of the ſou], and — to all the ſti- 5 
mulating incentives to virtue! — 8 
While Abdalla thus dozed away his hours nglorioully | 
inaQive, the tidings of his fituation were waſted abroad 
by every breeze, and at length reached the ears of Achmet 
in his hermitage. The venerable old man heard the ſtory 
with the ſevereſt compunction; his heart was apalled wich- 
in him; as if the hand of death had ſmitten him, he had far ' 
down in his cell, but there no angel whiſpered to his medi- 
tation; no inſpiration bore his thoughts aloft to the prime 
ſource of being; Abdalla's ſhame ſuppreſſed the ſwellings - 
of enthufiaſm, and quite extinguiſhed the pious fervor of 
his ſoul. He was tormented with the reflexion, that ſo | 
noble a youth ſhould ſtop ſhort in the middle of his career, 
and 1 check ſuch excellent propenſities, as he knew were 
lodged 
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| lodged in bis breaſt. At length he aroſe, and taking bis: 
Raff in his hand, he extinguiſhed the light Which cy 
before. him, and ſet out on à journey over the deſarts of: 
Arabia, and in a wort time arrived * his Pupil's babits-, 
tion. en 3 4 
It was with difficulty he ed an but the gates 
were no ſooner . him, than he went ſtraight to 
his young pupil's apartment. Abdalla was reclined npon 
a. ſofa, his looks' Olent fixed on the ground, and Nis 
mind hardening. into wa nſibility. —— eagerly pre- 
ſented himſelf —— him. His eyes were vivid and piere- 
ing; though the quicknel of their luſtre was ſomewhat. 
diminiſhed by the galling effuſion of tears, which thi this un- 
expected ſhock: had co . yy 6 him. The! winter of age had. 
now ſhed its — upon his bead and beard z and —— 


ly expreſſiou of paſſions, which throbbed in — tumult 


about his heart, rendered him an alarming object to his 


pupil. A conſcious bluſn diffuſed itſelf over * face at 


the ſight of the hoary ſage; and - both their ſenſations being 


too big for utterance, their tongues were ſuſpended, and 
their eyes over- flowing diſeourſed for a while in the moſt 

eloquent pathetic ſilence. At length Achmet faintly ut- 
tered «6 Abdallal“ and and a guſh of tears choaked up the 


reſt. Abdalla at this was covered with confuſion, A at- 
tempted. to break from him; but the palſied nerves of the 


venerable hermit felt a+ renovation of ſtrength. from the 
glowing” purpoſe of his ſoul; and laying faſt hold of his 
pupil, he exclaimed, 5 Von ſnall not put me from you; 
in me your. genius. now alarms you; by me it means uo 
rouze you from your lethargy, and awaken the dying em- 


bers of that amiable; fire, which formerly kindled all your 
ſpirits, in thoſe happier days, when my inſtructions were 
refreſhing to your ears, as the morning dews to the ver- 


dure that clothes the fields of — { But now, how 
art thou fallen! Each finer principle of virtue is ſuppreſ- 


ſed, and you are even deaf to the voice of fame, that 


ſweeteſt muſic. to a virtuous ear. But to redeem thee at 


once 
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once from the dreams of folly and 6 in 
which thy foul is now fluggiſhly immerſed, read there that 
myſtic truth, which a genie put into my hand, in an hour 
0 inſpiration, when my thoughts were felled with ſub- 
lime ideas of the diſpenſations of Him, who is in the 
heaven of heavens, and whoſe wonder - working hand 
launched forth the planets. into the illimitabſe —_ and 
Kill continueth to produce the harmony of the phyſfical 
and moral world by various ſecret and indirect — . 
The heart of 2 was alarmed, and he read as fol- 
lows: When virtue was ſent down from the third hea- 
ven to reſtrain the irregular paſſions of mankind, the dig- 
nity of her mien and beauty of her aſpe& were ſufficient] 
attractive to make her admired. of all beholders, But ſuch 
is the depravity of human nature, that theſe, al lurements 
ſoon began to loſe of their inſſuence, and virtue ſhortly 
finding herſelf neglected and forlorn, returned to ber ce- 
leſtial manſion, in order to prefer her complaint againſt tha 
ſons of men. There ſne remonſtrated, that blind mankind 
was not only inſenſible to her perſonal charms, but alſo 
deaf to the promiſe of rewards, which. were to be diſ- 
penſed to her votaries in a future ſtate of exiſtence. Though 
this was a ſufficient provocation of. wrath, yet ſuch was 
the ſupreme benevolence, . that virtue was again ſent down 
upon her miſfion; and the better to ſtrengthen her intereſts, 
fame was ordered to attend her, -with an high commiſſion 
to diſpenſe temporary retributions, even on this fide vf the 
grave. As ſoon as they reached the verge of human na- 
ture, fame blew aloft = ſilver trumpet, and an inſtanta- 
neous glow. was kindled in all hearts. Wherever virtue 
was cheriſhed, fame purſued her footſteps; and if court 
was any where made to her alone, ſhe was ſure to with- 
hold her favours, until the candidates found means, by the re- 
. commendation of virtue, to inſinuate themſelves into — good 
graces, By this amiable. union mankind were reſtrained 
within juſt reſtrictions, and were excited to a ſeries of 
meritorious actions, either by au attachment to the allure- 
ments 
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ments of virtue, or from a defire of obtaining the applauſe 
'of fame. But ſhort is the duration of all ſublunary things. 
Fame, in her tnrn, began to ſhare the ſame fate that virtue 


had met before her; the appetites of men were now well- 


nigh ſated, and the mufic of applauſe no longer ſounded 
grateful to the ear. It was obſervable that wherever ſhe 
met with a repulſe, virtue was ſoon known to follow her, 
and it very rarely happened that ſhe remained with above 
one or two-in an age without her attendant fame. In pro- 
ceſs of time matters were carried to-ſuch extremity, that 


this celeſtial pair were tired of their pilgrimage; and, wea- 
Tied out at length, they reſolved to offer up a joint petition 


- 


to be recalled.” They therefore flew to the throne of Him 
who is in the heaven of heavens, and humbly. urged, that 
it was in vain for them to ſojourn any longer upon earth, 
as deluded mankind was now entirely ſeduced by the ſpu- 
rious ornaments of the monſter vice, which had iſſued out 
of the regions of darkneſs, and ſet up in'oppofition to all 


that virtue and fair fame could inſpire In · this inſtance 
again the tender care of heaven was eminently diſplayed, 


and "theſe two radiant beings were a ſecond time com- 
-manded to return to earth, with, directions, that however 
depraved the appetites of men might be, they ſhould perfift 
in an unremitted courſe of endeavours for their ſervice. 


But the more effeQually to ſtrengthen their cauſe, a fiend 


called infamy was ordered to ifſue forth from the unhal- 


| Jowed cell of vice, and to adhere cloſe to her, whatſoever 
way ſhe ſhould bend her courſe, It was alſo ordained that 


"whoever ſhould betray a diſregard for virtue and honeſt fame, 
ſhould be branded by infamy, and that theſe two ſhould 


thus continue to wander among mankind, until the angel 


'of death ſhould walk forth by the command of the Al- 


mighty, and ſweep the whole race from the face of the 


earth, to receive that retribution of rewards and puniſh- 


ments, which may be due to their virtue or vice.“ 


Abdalla now perceived the miſts of error clearing away 


from before his underſtanding ; he embraced Achmet, and 


poured 


— 
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poured: out the effuſions of his l for thus recalling 
bim to the taſk of virtue, whoſe ſtrength, conſiſts, in acti- 
vity.. He acknowledged. that the tranſition is eaſy from a 
contempt of fame to an equal diſtegard for the — that 
deſerve it; and the name of Abdalla duri ring the remainder 
of the chronicles af this reign makes a diſtinguiſhed figure, 
and it is ſaid. that be Hood. eee honour Now 
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F penitence can lay elaim to pardon, oak Anas 3544 
+ crumes is any kind of atonement for them, the following 
true narrative may plead in my behalf to an Injured woman, 
reconcile me to myſelſ and reſtore that tranquillity of mind 
which I have al forfeited by W een, 
diſeretion. D 2973 4 rt 45% 2 £125 IST ent 
Ton maſt know, that, I' am hatin 1 honeſt annie 
p man, was by him brought up at a public ſchool, and from 
thence went to the univerſity. Soon after my art val there, 
à gentleinan came down with his — jog enter his ſon, 
7 had been my ſchool-fellow, at one of the colleges v 
* — . for me: and defired I would ſhew them the uni- 
— requeſt which I readily complied with, as it 
= —.— in being ſeen with his daughter, a young! 
lady of gp beauty and fortune, advantages which ofters 
ſupply the. wang of every. other real good, but ep 
10 0 . datt i than n lan Frtge) chiiwis)s 14:83 
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only to adorm che ſuperior qualities of the mind, and ſer off 
the charms of virtue. N 21 89 5 ? ou F Ft pt” 2. 5 8 15 

J ſtroye to make their time as agreeable as poſſible; by 
that afliduity which never fails to pleaſe, and all thoſe lite 


ſervices which are ſure te conciliate affection: I waited 


on my fair viſitor, ' az you may imaging, with more than 
ordinary diligence, - 'gratified her curiofity by the ſight of 
every thing that I thought worthy of her attention, and en- 
deavoured, by being uſeful, to make myſelf agreeable. I 
ſucceded ſo well, in ſhort,- with the whole: family, that 
when they left the- place, I received a preſſing invitation 
from the father to ſpend a week witk them in London. 
Acgondingiy I: waited on thew;; and wan received; with 
great politeneſs ; the morning we chiefly ſpent in diverſions 
within doors, and in the evgning went to the play, This 
gave me an opportunit 2 frequent with the 
aung lady, in which. I could nat help- paying chat · tri 
* — 2 * Rüben, W. i Uulw the a. 
and which I imagined ſhe expected: I ſpoke the acl 


of-lovez-withous feeling the power{of ie ànd ſenſibly. 
xaiſed-a paſſion, in her breaſt, which was as yet & ſtrang 
to my on. Little did Lindeed at that time imagine, that 
with. an intention merely to amuſe; J was lay ing ſnares to 
deceive; and that whilſt I thought myſelf only playing the 
innocent part of a ſine gentleman, I was undermititng' the 
peace of an amiable woman, and def reying the future hap- 


pineſs'of:a tvvhole innocent family. J vd een „ 


When Ttock my leave, my; friend told me they would 
not oonſent to part with me ſo ſoon, unleſs I would promĩſe 


on the firſt leiſure I bad to return; With which propofal 1 
readily! acquieſced. As I had no great defire to change a 
ſcene of gaicty and pleaſure for the-gloom of a college, the 
reflexion of it} threw! a melancholy on my features, which 
the lady attributed do u different eanſe, 1 fetched à deep 
figh at parting, and mti led from hef with a filentforrow, 
which T afterwards found had left a ſtronger impreſſion on 
her heart than all the fine things I had ſeen,. and * 


wt 
- 


4 
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her in the opinion ſhe had conceiyed of my inviolable at- 


; tachment to hex, I returned to the uniyerſity, where my 
attention was ſoon called of to other views, and my thoughts 


fixed on objects of a yery different nature; nor ſhould I, 
perhaps, from that hour have called to mind the now forgot - 


ten fair oue, had not à letter which I received. from her 


: about three months afterwards, greatly f ſurp ; | Lend) Git 


turbed me. She would not, ſhe there informed me, have 


| broke through the preſcribed. forms of her fex, but that, 


b 


2 


- 
- 
* 


- 
— 


berſel 


as ſhe well knew my deſigns were honourable, and nothing 

but my own diffidence had concealed them, ſhe looked on 

as bound in honour to let me know that they would 

be acceptable to her; that it would appear like affection in 

her to luppals I had. meant. merely to E ana amuſe her; 

and as ſhe had Pars me the contuſion of firſt mentioning 
* 


this, ſhe. hoped I, would ſoon come to 4 more. Gear explana- 


* 
5 


- choſe rather to. 


: 
— 
* 


4. 
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- 
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* 


on-, In s poliſcrige the added, * That her Faber was a 


Ae — e the 9 way ih 
mupgd to.. er ag Al. nb A. AF, 7 
e he ſplendidly miſerabſe, kan obſcurely 


p happy : That unleſs I ſaved her. ſhe_was ruined; aud. that 
. ® ſnort time muſt determine hex fare. 


| T need not tell you how I was. confounded, ta find my- 
ſelf involved in an intrigue, before I had ſo much as ,onge 
thought ſeriouſly upon it. 1 therefore, anſwered her in the 

ubmiſſtve manger I could; ; repreſented to. het, that it 


would be the higheſt ingratitude.i me to marry. the. dangb- 


ter of a man who had ſhewn-me ſuch, uncomman ciyilities, 


without his conſent; beſides, that the 9 our for- 


tunes muſt be an unſurmountable obſtacle to a thinking per- 
ſon; that ſhe might one day or other reprgach- me with 
breach of truſt herſelf, or inſult me on. account of that ve 


inequality which fhe'now ſeemed to diſregard; that in ſu 


2 caſe, the deſire of pleaſing muſt fink into the fear of of: - 


fending, and thus put an end to all her viſionary ſchemes of 


7 
4 


lating happineſs that T was, forry the had Is much auf 
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taken my behaviour as to attribute that to love, which is but 
che effect of gallantry. I then talked to her of a prieſt and 
marriage in the language of Lotharioz and concluded by 
© adviſing her, for both our ſakes, to think no more of it. 
This, you may imagine, was an anfwer which whilſt 
my hand wrote it, my heart very ſeverely reproached me 
for. I could not but tacitly blame myſelf for that particu- 
lar regard and attachment to her, which I had formerly ex- 
© preſſed, and was not determined, whether I ſhould not make 
' a little ſerious love to her the very next opportunity; when 
An the midſt of theſe reflexions, I received the following let- 
ter, which beſt can tell the ſtory of her misfortune, and 
"expoſe the weakneſs of my paſt conduct. 
Lx is over, and I am a flaye! yet the ouly hour that 
I can call my own, I give to you, the only one that a huſ- 
"band's" authority has.not'a right to interrupt. To ſum up 
all my miſeries in a word, know, my father has this mor- 
"ning given mne up to forrow, and Bar... Alas! 
what delufive viſions of felicity did not your, flattering 
tongue orice give me leave” to förm? Such as flo turn of 
fortune can again retall. I tremble to think what a huſband's 
rage may not inflict, when he finds, inſtead of the happi- 
nels heexpeted, ſo poor an entertainment as love com 
Will afford him. It is impoflible for different maſters to 
ſhare one poor heart: With me be might enjoy as much as 
the unwilling victim to brutal violence, and have as warm 
"a return of fondneſs from the ſheeted dead. But what am 1 
Laying, and to whom ? to him who has robbed me of my 
peace! Can he now dry up thoſe tears which himſelfalone 
could bid to flow? Or, can he heal thoſe wounds which 
himſelf has made? But the worlt is paft; all the paſſions 
that have racked me fince I received your laft, are huſhed; 
and what little ſpirit remains will ſoon give way to the fi- 
lent eating forrow that muſt follow this. Think that you 
have rabbed me of what not all my fortune can purchaſe for 
a e, nor the whole world befide hath power to beſtow. 
„ . , Ever 
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Ever fince I was taughtto form a wiſh, it was that of being 
a happy mother, and a tender wife, I may now have a 
child whom his-father's vices will exclude from that.exceſs 
of fondneſs which I ſhould otherwiſe have poured over it; 
and you know too well his character to hope any alteration 
in him: And yet this man my religion henceforwards binds 
me to be true to, and obey, Farewell! and know, how- 
ever I condemn your conduct, that would my brother, jea- | 
lous of his honour as he is, this moment revenge me, I 
had rather forgive than reſent.it, Live then, and be happy; 
and may that happineſs never be ſuſpended a moment, by 
the remembrance of her whom your falſhood has made for 
ever miſerable,” e the tent od 
Tf your heart has not already informed you what I felt 
on this, it will be needleſs to tell you how ſeverely I now ' 
accuſe my own weak conduct; nor can I ſoon forgive-my+ 
ſelf the wanton ſacrifice of youth, innocence, beauty, and 
virtue to faſhionable levity, and polite perfidiouſneſs. It is 
I that have given the wound inflicted by her father a deeper 
ſwart; though it is himſelf who has made that miſery laſt- 
ing, I can only wiſh this may be a uſeful leſſon to warn 
all young gentlemen, my fellow-profligates, never to expreſs . 
a particular regard where they have not ſerious thoughts of 
love; and to teach parents whom heaven has bleſt with du- 
| tiful children, rather to make them happy than great; or 
by their authority, never to violate thoſe hearts which they 
have only a right to guide. e 
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EXEREFENEZ] ESE n 4 
$0LYMAN- AND. LMI AL 
FROM: THE FRENCH. _ 


T'is klebt to ſee grave hiſtorians racking their brains, 
in order to find but e for great events. Sylla's 
valet de chambre woul pe perhaps have laughed heartily to 
hear the politicians reaſon on the e of his N r 
but it is not of Sylla that I am now going to ſpeak. 
Solyman II. marrted his flave, in contempt 2 the ar a 
of the {ultans, "It is natural Art to paint to durſelves this 
ſlave as an accompliſhed beauty, With an Uevated' . 
an uncommon genius, and a pro end Kill in belles. N 0 
ſuch thing: the fact was as follows:  - .- © 
Solyman grew ſplenetic in the midſt of his viory: . 
various, but 1547 op leaſiffes of the ſeraglio were become 
infipid to him. I am weary,” Taid he one day, 4 ofre- 
ceiving here the careſſes of mere machines. Thieſe Mlaves 
move my pity. ; Their. ſoft docility has nothing | polgnan te 
nothing flattering. © It is to hearts nouriſhed. in the boſom 
of liberty, that i it would be delightful to make very agree · 
able,” wo 
The whimſies of a ſultan are laws to his miniſters. Large 
ſums were inſtantly promiſed to ſuch as ſhould bring Euro- 
pean ſlaves to the feraglio. In a ſhort time there arrived 
three, who, like three graces, ſeemed to have divided among 
themſelves | All the charms of beauty. 
Features noble and modeſt, eyes tender and languiſhing, 
an ingenuous temper and a ſenſible ſou], diftinguiſhed the 
touching Elmira. The entrance of the ſeraglio, the idea 
of ſervitude,” had chilled her with a mortal terror: Soly- 
man found her in a ſwoon i in the arms of his women. He 
| approaches; 
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approaches; he . 1 her; ſhe 
lifts-towards him a pair —— U 
tears; En oof. ory . her 
himſelf; ſhe-follows him with-atottering N ep. The flaves 
retire und as ſoon a8. dhe is alone: with her, & 181 is not 
with fear, beautiful Rhmira, du ſaid he tolher ,. that Iwould 
inſpire Ly Fo youhaveaanaiter;;- feemme ons 
ly a lover.“ d The: name of lover, laid. ſhe torkiin, 

« js not leſs unknoyn to me than that of maſter: and both 
the one and the other make me tremble. They have told 
me, (and I ſtill ſhuddet atthe thought) that d in defined to 


our pleaſures. Alas! whato pleaſure can 4t; becto:tyran» 
| — nee arr me, Lam not 


in e | — 
| misfortunes, n 7 r re- 
ANC | "= 
f Ke Thie diſcourſe from 2 dave 8 neu do 
great ſoul vas moved by ĩt. % Nog” {aid he, my dear 
child, I wäll owernaqthing to vialenge. You charm: me: 
I will make it my — to love and pleaſe you and 
prefer the torment of neverſceingyon. mare to chat of ſeeing 
you unhappy. Howrver, before I reftore you to —_ 
give me leave tu try, atleaſt, whether it be not poſſihle for 
me to diſſi terror which the name of fave; ſtrikes in · 
to you. po Surv ——— after. which, if m 
2 cannot move you, 1 will avenge myielf Ae 
on your ingratitude, delivering you up to che ineon- 
— and perfidy of mankind.” Ah l my lord!“ cried 
Elmira, with an emotion mixed with ny bow unjuſt 
are the prejudices of my cο,i)try, and — little are your 
virtues known there! Continue ſuch a8 1 owe, Vous | 
and In longer reckon this day. unfortunate?” | 
Some moments after, ſnhe ſa ſlaves enter, pe tas | 
rer fle — 4 — Chuſr: 


ſaid 


+ ts 


—— —ñ — — 
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faid the ſultan to her: theſe are clothes, not orriamentsy, 


that arè here preſented to you: nothing can adorn vou.“ 
„ Deeide for — ſaid Elmira to him, running her eyes 


over the baſkets. . Do not conſult me, replied the ſultan: 


I hate without deſtinction, everything that can rob = 
of your charms.” -; Elmirablaſhed? and thefultan perce 


| edihe preferred che colours moſt favourable to the: — 


of her beauty. He .conceived a hope from that 


ev p mae one's feat e a deſire 


0 pleaſe. . ams am 9-514: 13610. 4 a 20 v9 

The month of trial paſſed away in timid. Sandes on 
the part of the ſultan z and on Elmira's fide, in complai- 
ſance and delicate attentions. Her confidence in him in · 
creaſed every day, without her perceiving it. At firſt, he 
was not permitted to fee her but after the bufineſs of the toil- 
ette, and on condition todepart when ſhe-propared to undreſs 


again in a ſhort time he was admitted both to her toilette 


and deſhabille. It was there chat the plan of their amuſe, 
ments for that day and the next was dir Whatever 
either propoſed was | exactly, what the other was going to 

propaſe; Their diſputes turned only on the ' ſtealing of 
is al | Elanira, in theſedifputes, perceived . not. ſome 
ſmall: ſlips, which eſcaped her modeſty. A pin miſplaced, 
or a garter put on unthinkingly, &c. afforted the 
pleaſures, which he waß cautious not to teſtify. He knew 


(and it was much for a ſultan, to know) that it was impoli- 
tic to advertiſe modeſty of the dangers to which'it e 


itſelf; that it is never fiercer than when alarmed; and that; 


zn order to ſubdue it, one ſhould render them familiar. Ne- 


vertheleſs, the more he diſcovered of Elmira's charms, the 
more he petceive{l;his fears increaſe, : on account of e 


| proachob me da that might deprive him of hem. 


The rant yh e Sohyman cauſes cheſts to be pre- 
pared, filled with ſtuffa, precious ſtones and perfumes. 'He 


| repairs to Elmira, followed by theſe preſents. It is to- 


morrow,” ſaid hey 5* tliat I have promiſed-to reſtore you 
to liberty, it you ill regret the — ad n 


Lt 
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to acquit myſelf of my promiſe, and to bid adieu to you for 
erer. What!” faid; Elmira trembling, is it to- 
morrom! I had forgot it.” It is-to-morrow,” reſumed 


the ſultan, © that, delivered up to. my deſpair, I am to 


become the moſt unhappy of men.” — 4 Youare very cruel 


then, to yourſelf to put me in mind of it!” ( Alas! it 


depends only on you, Elmira, that I ſhould forget it for 
ever.” — © I confeſs,” ſaid ſhe to him, ©. that your ſcrrow 
touches mez that your proceedings have intereſted me in 
your happiueſs; and if, to ſhew my gratitude, it were ne- 
ceflary only to prolong the time of my flavery” — + No, 
madam, I am but too much accuſtomed to the happineſs of 
poſſeſſing you. I perceive that the more I ſhall know of 
ſacrifice will coſt me my life; but I ſhall only render it 
the more grievous by dcferring it. May your country 
prove worthy of it! may the people, whom you are go- 
ing to pleaſe, deſerve you better than I do! I aſk but one 
favour of you, which is, that you would be pleaſed cordial - 
ly to accept theſe preſents as the feeble pledges of a love, 
the moſt; pure and tender that yorrfelf, yes, that you your- 
ſelf are capable; of inſpiring. No,“ ſaid the to him, 
with a voice almoſt ſmothered, I will not aceept of 
your preſents. I go: you will have it fo! but I ſhall 
carry away from you nothing buy your image.” — Soly- 
man, lifting up his eyes to Elmira, met her's bedewed with 
tears. Adieu then, Elmira!”'— “ Adieu, Solyman!” 
They bid each other ſo many and ſuch tender adieus, that 
they concluded by ſwearing not to ſeparate for life. The 
avenues of pleaſure through which he had paſſed fo rapid - 
ly with his flaves from Aſia, appeared to him ſo delicious 
with Elmira, that he found an inexpreſſible charm in go» 
ing through, them. ſtep by ſtep: but arrived at the hap 
pineſs itfelf, his pleaſures bad from that time the ſame de- 
feet as before ; they became too eafy of acceſs, and in a 
ſhort time aſter tao languid. Their days, fo well filled up 
till then, began to hang beavy. In one of theſe mg- 
Be. © hs K * ments, 
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ments, when complaifance alone retained Solyman with 
Elmira, ** Would it be agreeable to you,” ſaid he, “ to 
Hear a * from your own country, whoſe voice has 
been greatly commended to me?” Elmira, at the propoſal, 
| plainly perceived that ſhe was loft : but to put any con- 
ſtraint on a lover who begins to grow tired, is to tire him 
Kill more. I am for any thing,“ ſaid the, “ chat you 
N And the flave was ordered to enter. 

Delia (for that was the finger's name) had the figure of 
2 goddeſs. Her hair exceeded the ebony in blatknels, and 
her ſkin che whiteneſs of wwory. Two eyebrows, boldly 
arched, 'crowned her ſparkling eyes. As ſoon as ſhe be- 
gan tuning, her lips, which were of the fmeſt vermillion, 
qiſplayed two rows of pearl ſet in coral. At firſt ſhe aun 
the victories of Solyman, and the hero felt his ſoul eleva- 
ted at the rememberance of his triumphs. His pride hi- 
rherto, more than his taſte, applanded the aceents of that 
thrilling voice, which filled Ws Wit PODS wk its _ 
1 and ſtrength. 
Delia changed her manner, to fing the Sh: &f play 

fire: She then took the theorbo, an inſtrurnent Lavorirdbte 
to the dif] play of a rounded arm, and to the movements of 
a delicate yu light hand. Her voice, more flexible and 


tender, now reſounded none but the moſt — 4-250 14 


Her modulations, connected by imperceptible 

expreſſed the delirium of 2 foul intoxicated 1 5 latte, 
or exhaufted with ſentiment. Her ſounds, Landis ex- 
Piring on her lips, ſometimes ſwelled, and funk with ra- 
pidity, expreſſed by turns the ſighs of modeſty and the ve· 
hemence of deſire; 7 hile her eyes ſtill more than her voice 
animated theſe lively deferiptions. 

Solyman, quite tranſported, devoured ker both with his 
ears and eyes. No, {aid he, “ never before did fo beau- 
tifil a mouth utter ſuch pleaſing ſounds, With what de- 
light muſt ſhe, whio ſings ſo feelingly. of pleaſure, * iuſpire 
and reliſh it” how Sang to draw that harmonibus 
rus and ro" catch again in their paffage thoſe ſounds 
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animated by love!” The ſultan, loſt in theſe reflexions, 


perceived not that all the while he kept beating time on 


the knee of the- trembling Elmira, Her heart oppreſſed 
with jealouſly, ſhe was ſcarce able to breathe... + How 
bappy is Delia!“ ſaid the, in a low voice, to Solyman, 
te to have ſo tuneable a voice! Alas! it ought to be the 
organ of my heart! every thing that ſhe expreſſes, you 
have taught me to feel. - So ſaid Elmira, but Solyman 
did not liſten to her. 1 woe. 3} 4: edtrtrs 
Delia changed her tone a ſecond time to inconſtancy. 
All that the changeful variety of nature contains, either in- 
tereſting or amiable, was recapitulated in her ſong. It 
ſeemed like the fluttering of the butterfly over roles, or 
like the Zephyrs, lofing themſelves among the flowers. 
Liſten to the turtle,” {aid Delia, „ ſhe is faithful but 


melancholy; See the inconſtant ſparrow : pleaſure moves 
his wings; his warbling voice is exerted merely to return 


thanks to love. Water freezes only in ſtagnation; a heart 
never languiſhes but in conſtancy. There is but one mor- 
tal on earth, whom it is poſſible to love always. Let him 
change, let him enjoy the advantage of making a thouſand 
hearts happy z all prevent his wiſh/s, or purſue him. They 
adore him in their own arms; they love him even in the 
arms of another. Let him give himſelf up to our defires, 


or withdraw. himſelf from them, fill he will find love her- 


ever he goes, wherever he gots will leave the print of love 
FP ee) 3th te tin 8 

. Elmira was no longer able to diſſemble her diſpleaſure 
and grief. She gets up and retires; the ſultan does not re- 
call her, and while ſhe is overwhelming herſelf with tears, 
repeating a thouſand times, Ah! the ungrateful, ah! 
the perfidious man!” Solyman, charmed with his divine 
ſongſtreſs, prepares to realiſe with her ſome of thoſe pic- 
tures which ſhe had drawn ſo much to the life. The next 
morning the-unhappy. Elmira wrote a billet filled with re- 
proach and tenderneſs, in which the puts him in mind of 
the promiſe he had made her. That is true,” faid the 


—'& 3 ſultan; 


| 
| 
| 
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fnltan : “ let us ſend her back to her country, loaden with 
marks of my favour, This poor girl Ioyes me dearly, and 
I am to blame on her account.” CORY 8 
The firſt moments of his love "4 Delia were no more 
than an intoxication; but as ſoon as he had time for re- 
flexion, he perceived that ſhe was more petulant than ſen- 
ſible, more greedy of pleaſure than flattered in adminifter- 
ing it; in a word, fitter than himſelf to have a ſeraglio at 
command. To feed his illuſion, he ſometimes invited De- 
ha, that he might hear that voice which had enchanted 
him; but that voice was no longer the ſame. The im- 
preſſion made by it became every day weaker and weaker 
by habitude; and it was now no more than a flight 'eme- 
tion, when an unforeſeen circumſtance diſſipated it for 
ever. ht. 4 +655 | ' + BY 
The chief officer of the ſeraglio came to inform the ſul- 
tan, that it was impoſſible to manage the untractable viva- 
eity of one of the European flaves; that ſhe 'made a jeſt of 
his prohibitions and menaces; and that the anſwered him 
only by cutting railleries and immoderate burſts of laugh- 
ter. Solyman, who was too great a prince to make a 
Rate-affair of what merely pon the regulation of his 
pleaſures, entertained a eurioſſty of ſeeing this young mad- 
cap. He repaired to her, followed by the eunuch. As ſoon 
as the faw nes Heaven be praiſed!” faid ſhe, 
te here comes a human figure ! Tau are without doubt the 
ſublime ſultan, whoſe flave I have the honour to be? Do 
me the favour to drive away this old knave, who ſhocks 
my very fight.” The fultan had a good deal of difficul- 
ty to refrain laughing at this beginning Roxalana,“ 
ſaid he to her, (for ſo ſne was called) “ ſhew ſome reſpect, 
if you pleaſe, to the minifter of my pleaſures: you are yet 
a ſtranger to the manners of the ſeraglio; till they can in- 
ſtruck you in them, contain yourſelf and obey.” A fine 
compliment,“ ſaid Rotalana. Obey! Is that your 
Turkiſh gallantry ? Sure you muſt be mightily beloved, 
Kit is in this ftrain you begin your addreſſes — wy | 
| Fed $7 ies! 
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flies! Reſpect the miniſter of my pleaſures? You have 
your pleaſures then? and, good heaven, what pleaſures, -_ 
if they reſemble their miniſter! an old amphibious mon- 
Ker, who keeps us here, penned in, like ſheep in a fold, 

and who N round with | his frighvful eyes always ready 
to devour us! See here the confident of your pleaſures, 
and the guardian of our prudence! Give him his due, if 
you- pay him to make yourſelf. hated, he does not cheat 
you of any of his wages. We cannot take a ſtep but he 
grows. He forbids us even to walk, and to receive or 
pay vifits. In a ſhort time, I ſuppoſe, he will weigh our 
the air to us, aud give us light by the yard. If vou had 
ſeen bim rave laſt night, — he found me in theſe ſo- 
ltary gardens! — you order him to forbid our go- 
ing into them? are you afraid that it ſhould rain men ? 
And if there ſhould fall a few from the clouds, what a mite 
fortune! Heaven owes us this miracle.” 


. While Roxalana ſpoke thus, the fultan examine, with 
Surpriſe, the fire of ber looks, and the play of her counte- 
nance. By Mahomet, ſaid he to himſelf, „ here is 
-the pietuieſt-vooking romp in all Aſia. Such faces as theſe 
are made only in Europe.” Roxalana had nothing fine, 
nothing regular in her 8 but, taken all together, 

they had that ſmart fingularity, which touches mdre than 

beauty, A ſpeaking look, a mouth freſh and roſy, an arch. 
ſmile, a noſe ſomewhat wrhed up, a neat and well-made 

- ſhape; all their circumſtances gave her giddineſs a charm 
which. difconcerted. the mow wity of Solyman. Bat the 

great, in his ſituation; reſource of ſtlence; and 

Solyman, not — 3 to anſwer her, fairly 1 
* concealing his me. lever Groth under an air of majeſty. 

The eunuch aſked him what orders he would be peaked 

0 give with reſpe& to this faucy flave. She is a mere 


child,” replied the fultanz you muſt paſs over ſome 
| Age! in her.” | 


The air, the rote the fi figure, the Apes of Roxala- 
na, had excited in the ſoul of Solyman an anxiety and 


K 3 emotion 
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emotion which ſleep was not able to difpel. As ſocn as he 
awoke, he ordered the chief of the eunuchs to come to 
him. © You ſeem to me, ſaid he, „to be but little in 
Roxalana' s good graces z in order to make your peace, go 
and tell her, I will come and drink tea with her.“ On 
the atiival of the officer, Roxalana's woman haſtened to 
wake her. What does the ape want with me!“ cried 
the, rubbing her eyes. I. come, replied the eunuch, 
from the emperor, to Kiſs the duſt of your feet, and to in- 
form you, that he will come and drink dea witk the delight 
of his foul,” - Get away with your ſtrange ſpeeches! 
My feet have no duft, and I do not drink tea ſo early. 


The eunuchi retired without replying, and gave an ac- 


count of his embaſſy. She is in the right,” ſaid the ſaltan; 
hy did you wake her? You do every ching wrong.“ 
As ſoon as it was broad day with Roxalana, he went thi- 
cher.“ You are angry with me; ſaid he: * they have 
diſturbed your fleep, and 1 am the innocent cauſe of it. 
Come, let us make peace; imitate me: you” fee that T 
forget all that you ſaid to me yeſterday,” —< You forgetit! 
So much che worſe: I faid ſome good things to you. My 
frankreſs diſpleaſes you, I ſee plainly :. bot you will ſoon 
grow aceuflomed to it. Aud are you not too happy to 
find a friend in a ſlave ? Yes, a friend, who would teach 
you to love. Why have not-you made a voyage. to my 
country ? It is there that they know love: it is there that 
it is lively and tender 3 and why? Becauſe it is free. Sen- 
| timent is involuntary, and does not come by force. The 
yoke of marriage amongft us is much lighter than that of 
' flavery 3 and yet à huſband that is beloved, is a prodigy. 
Every thing under the name of duty ſaddens the ſoul, 
' blaſts the imagination, ccols defire, and takes off that edge 
of ſelflove which gives all the reliſh and ſeaſoning to 
affection. Now, if it be fo difficult to love à huſband, 
tow much har der is it to love a maſter, eſpecially if he has 
not the fer ers he pu's upon us? « And I” replied the 
ſultan, 4% J will forget * to ſoſten your „ y 
ut 


/ 
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but you ought, in your turn —“ I ought! nothing 
but what one ought! Leave off, I pr'ythee now, theſe 
humiliating phraſes. They come with a very ill grace 
from the mouth of a man of gallantry, who has the honbur 
of talking to à pretty woman,” — 4 But, Roxalaua, do 
: you forget who I am, and who you are?” — . Who you 
| are, and who I am? Lou are powerful, I am pretty: 
and fo we are even.” May be ſo,” replied the ſuhan 
haughtily, © in your country; but here, Roxalaua, I an 
maſter, and you a ſlave.” — 5 Yes, I know you have 
purchaſed me; but the robber who ſold me could transfes | 
to you only thoſe rights over me which he had himſelf, the 
rights of rapine and violence; in one word, the rights of a 
robber; and you are too honeſt a man to think of abuſing ' 
: chem. After all, you are my taſter, becauſe my life is in 
your hands: but I am no longer your flave, if I know W 
dow to deſpiſe life; and truly, the life one leads here is 1 
not worth the fear of loſing it. What a frightful no- 
tion !? cried the ſultan : 4+ Do you take me for a barbar- 
ian? No, my dear Roxalana, I would make uſe of my 
power only to render this life: delightful to yourfelf and 
ne., Upon my ward faid Roxalana, che proſpect 
* hot very promiſing. Theſe guards, for inſtance, fo 
5 black, ſo diſguſting, ſo ugly, are they the ſmiles and 
ports which here aceompany love?” . Theſe guards are 
not ſet upon you alone. I have five hundred women, whom 
dvr manners and laws — me ta keep watched.” ** And 
why iv hundred women ?” ſaid ſhe to him, with an air 
of confidence. It is 4 kind of ſtate which the dignity 
vf ſultan ampoſes upon me. BN hat do-you do with | 
them, pray] for you lent! chem to nobody.“ . Inconſtan- | 
os ” replied the ſultan, has. introduced this cuſtom. 
A heart void of love, ftands in need of variety. Lovers 
. dnly are conftam, and I never was a lover till I faw 
you. Let not this number of theſe women give you the 
ſhadow of uneaſineſs; they ſhall ſerve only to grace your 
triumph. You ſhall ſeethem all eager to pleaſe you, —_— 
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Mall ſee me attentive to no one but your ſelf.” Indeed, 
ſaid Roxalana, with an air of compaſſion, ** you deſerve - 
better luck. It is pitty you are not a plain pri vate gentlemaſi 
in my country; I ſhould chen be weak enough to entertain 
ſome ſort of kindneſs for you: for at the bottom it is not 
yourſelf that J hate, it is that which ſurrounds you. Vo 
are much better than ordinary for a Turk : you have even 
ſomething of a Frenchman about you, aud, withoutflattery, 
J have loved ſome who were not ſo deſerving as yourſelt,” 
„Jou have loved!“ eried Solyman, | with horror! Oh! 
not at all; 1 took care of that. —— But do you expect 
one to have kept one's virtue all one's life-time, in order 
to ſurrender it to you? Indeed theſe; Turks are pleafant 
people.“ And you have not been virtuous? O heavens! 
what do I hear? am betrayed, I am loſt! Deſtruction ſeize the 
Fraitors who meant to impoſe upon me.“ ſaid Roxalana, 
the poor creatures are not to blame. The moſt knowing 
are oſten deceived. And then, the misfortune is not very 
great. Why do not you reſtore me to my liberty, if you 
think me unworthy of the honours: of ſlavery ? — 4 Yes, 
yes, I will reſtore yon to that liberty, of which you have 
made fo good uſe.” At theſe words, the ſultan retired in a 
rage, ſaying to himſelf, I neſs this little 
turned-up:noſe had made a flip? © 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the confuſion into which this 
imprudent avowal of Roxalana's had thrown bim. Some- 
times he had a mind to ha ve het ſent away, ſometimes. that 
they ſhonld ſhut her up, next that i ſhould bring her to 
bim, and then again, that ſhe ſnould be ſent, a- way. The 
eat Solyman no longer know what he ſays. My 
ford,” remonſtrated the-eupuch, '5* can; you fall into deſpair 
for a trifle? One girl more;*or-lefs; is there any thing 
ſo uncommon in her? Beſides, who knows whether the 
eonfeſſion ſhe has made be not an artifice to get herſelf ſent 
back to her o-wn country? 4 What ſay you? how! 
tan it be poſſible ? It is the very thing. He opens 1 
eyes. Women are nat uſed to make ſuch confeſſiona. » 
Mall ee 1 $ 
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is a trick, a ſtratagem. Ah! the perfidious huſſy! Let 
me difſemble in my turn: I will drive her to the laſt ex- 

tremity., — Hark ye! go and tell her . . . that I invite her 
to ſup with me this evening. — But no, order the ſong- 
Sys it is better to ſend ber. mm 
Delia was charged to employ all her art to engage the 
eonfidence of Roxalana. As bon as the latter bal 15 
'what ſhe had to fay, What!“ ſaid ſhe, © young and 
handſome as you are, does he charge you with his meſ- 
ſages, and have you the weakneſs to obey him! Get you 
gone, are not wortby to be my country- woman. Ah! 
| Fee mainly that they ſpoil him, and that I alone muſt take 
upon me to teach this Turk how to live, I will ſend him 
word that I keep you to ſup with me; I muſt have hin 
make ſome atonemeut for his impertinence.” But, Ma- 
dam, he will take it ill.“ — © He! I ſhould be glad to ſee 
him take any thing ill of me,” — But he ſeemed defirous 
of ſeeing you alone.” — Alone! ah! it is not come to 
that yet; and I ſhall make him go over a good deal of 
ground, before we have any thing very particular to ſay 
to each other.” inn ; 
The ſultan was as much ſurpriſed as piqued to learn that 
they ſhould have a third pexſon. However, he repaired 
early to Roxalana's. As foon as ſhe ſaw him coming, the 
"ran to meet him with as eaſy an air, as if they had been 
upon the beft footing in the world together. There,” 
ſays the, * is a handſome man come to ſup with us - 
Do you like him, Madam? Confeſa, Solyman, that I am 
' a good friend. Come, draw near, ſalute the lady. There! 
very well. Now, thank me. Softly! I do not like to 
"have people dwell too long on their acknawledgements. 
Wonderful! I affure you he ſurpriſes me. He has had 
dut two leſſons, and fee how he is improved! I do not de- 
#pair of making him, one day or other, an abſolute French- | 


Do but imagine the aſtoniſhment of a ſultan, a ſultan, 
the conqueror of Afia, to ſee — read like 2 ſchool- 


* 
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boy by a ſlave of eighteen, During ſupper, ber gaity and 
extravagancy were inconceivable, 'The ſultan was befide 
himſelf with tranſport, He queſtioned her concerning the 
manners of Europe. One picture followed another. Our 
prejudices, ous follies, our humours,; were all laid hold of, 
all repreſented. ' Solyman thought himſelf in Paris. Tbe 
witty rogue?” . cried he, © wity rogue!” From Europe 
ſhe fell upon Afia. This was much worle: the haughti- 
neſs of the men, the weakneſs of the women, the -dullnefs 
of the ſociety, the filthy gravity of their amours; nothing 
eſcaped her, though ſhe had ſeen nothing but curſorily. 
The ſeraglio had its turn; and Roxalana began by frli- 
citating the ſultan on having been the firſt to imagine, chat 
he coüld enſure, the virtue of the women, by the abſolute 
impotence of the blacks. She. was preparing to enlarge 


upon the honour that this circumſtance of his reign would 
do him in hiſtory ; but he begged her to ſpare him. 

„Well,“ faid ſhe, © I. perceive 1 I take up-thoſe mo- 

ments which Delia could fill up much better. Throw 
vourſelf at ber feet, to obtain from her one of thoſe airs 
whith, die ay, the fings with To much taſte and ſpirit.” 

Delia dig der berſelf to be entreated. Roxalana ap- 
peared me atked Solyman, in a low voice, for 
4 handkerchlef; he gave her one, without the leaſt ſuſpi- 
con of her defign. * Madam,” ſaid ſhe to Delia, pre- 
ſenting it to her, © 1 am defired by the ſultan to give you 
the handkerchief; you have well deſerved it.“ Oh, to 
be ſure, faid Solywan, tranſported with anger; and pre- 
ſenting his hand to the ſongſtrefs, retired along with her. 
As ſoon as they were alone, © I confeſs,” ſaid he to 
bet, „ that this giddy girl confounds me. You ſee. the 
ſtyle in which ſhe treats me. I have not the courage to 
de angry with her. In ſhort, I am mad, and I do not 
"know. what method to take to bring her to reaſon. My 
lord,“ faid Delia, I believe I have diſcovered her tem · 
per. Authority can do nothing. You have nothing for 
eit but extreme coldneſs, or extreme gallantry, Coldneſs 
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ulay piqus ber; but I am afraid we are too far gone for 
that. - Cho knows dat you love her. She will enjoy the 
pain that this will eeſt you, and you will come to ſooner 
than ſne. This method beſides — res — 
and if one momettt's weakneſs ſhould eſea Pe Jon, 

have all to begin Again“ We thas” a the fan, 
get. us try g WP: ig ee 

. "bi F:oav tar dime Here was its Se ſeragtis e rep arte 
new feſtival, of which Roxalans was the objects but the 
received all this es an homage due to her, without concern 
or pleuſure, but with a eoo! angie The ſultan 
ee alle her, „How did you like —— 2 
thoſe eoncerts, 'thoſe ſpegtscles F. Well eneugh, faid 
ſhe 5 „ but there was ſomething” wanting. Jann '« And 
bern. Nes and liberty.” 

Was in deſpair: be had hs as Delia, 
« Uj port my word,“, -fard the ſongſtrefs, Ano nothirig 
elſe that ean toueh her, atleaſt unleſs glory have a ſhare 
in it. You reetive'to-merrow' the — of your al 
les 3 cannot! bring her to ſee this ceremony behind a eur. 
rain, which may eonceal us from the eyer of A eur f 
And do you think,“ ſaid the ſultan, «iis woult 
make any impreſſion en bers. 1. Hoſp Delia: 
<4 the women of her country love lory. » „Lou harm 
wel, cried" Sohyman. 7 Tes, . dear” Delia, 1 ſhall 
' owe my happineſs to you. . 

At his return from this ceremony, which be took care 
der as pompous as poſſible, he repaired to Roxalana, 
„Get you gone, faid ſhe to him, out of my fight, 
mb dir HEE HED The ſultan remained motionleſs 
and dumb with aſtoniſhment. Is this then,” purſued 
ſhe, „ your art of love? Glory and grandeur, the only 
good ht ings worthy to touch the ſoul, are 2 for you 
alone; thine and oblivion, the moſt inſupportable of all 
- evils, om my portion; and you would have me love you ! 
F hate you worſe than death,” The fultan would fain 
ha JOS „ millery. Nay, but 1 

x 6 am 
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am ſerious, reſumed ſne. If my lover had but a hut, 
1 would ſhare his hut with him, and be content. He has 
2 thronez I will ſhare his throne, or he is no lover of 
mine. If you think me unworthy to reign over the 
Turks, ſend” me back to my own. country, where all the 
bandſome women are — and much more. 2 E 
than I ſhould be here; for they reign'over hearts, | 
ſovereignty of, mine then is: not, ſufficient for you Kia 
Solyman, with the moſt tender air in the world, — “ No, 
I defire no heart which. has pleaſures that I have not. 
Talk to me no more of your fcaſts, all mere paſtimes for 
children. I muſt have embaſſies,” * Bur, 1 Roxalana, 
you are either mad, or you dream.” And what do 
you find then ſo extravagant in deſiring to reign with 
you? Am I formed to diſgrace! à throne? And do yo 
think that L ſhould have diſplayed, leſs greatneſs. and Ai. | 
ty than yourſelf in adden vux ſybjats and and-allies of our 
protection ry „J think,”; ſaid; the ſultan, ( that you 
would do every thing with, grace; but it is not in my 
power to fatiaff y your ambition, * beſeech you to chink 
"no more of it. Think no more of it! Oh! I pro- 
miſe you I ſhall think ef nothing elle, and I will f 
— EE of nothing but a ſceptre, a crown, an 
embaſſy. She kept her word. The next morning ſhe 
had 1 contrived the defign of her diadem; and had 
already ſettled every thing, — the colour of the ribband 
which was to tie it. She ordered rich ſtuffs to be brought 
er for her habits of ceremony 3, and as ſoon as the ſultan 

ppeared, . ſhe aſked his opinion on the choice, He exert- 

4 1 41 his endeavours to Crvert her from this idea; but con- 
| tradiQtion- plunged her into the deepeſt melancholy; and to 
#0. op. Fog be was. obliged to flatter ber il 
es Then ſhe diſplayed the moſt brilliant gaity. He 
ſeized theſe moments to. talk to her of love; but without 
liſtening, the talked to him of politics. All her anſwere 


to the — the deputies, on her acceſſion, to the 
: exawn,, . were. already prepared. She had. * ae — bf 
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eQs of regulations for the territories of the grand ſeignior- 
kk 697 1. tg plant vines and build opera-houſes 3 


Ne 


banith, all, — | becauſe ſooner or later 


they become rogues, The ſultan amuſed himſelf for ſome 
jime with theſe follies; nevertheleſs be ſtill burnt with the 


moſt yiolent love, without any hope of being happy. On 


the leaſt ſuſpicion of violence ſhe became furious, and was 


ready to kill herſelf. On che other hand, Solyman found 
not the ambition of Roxalana ſo very fooliſh: 6 „For, in 
ſhort,” ſaid he, is it not cruel to be alone, deprived of 
the ha ppineſs of aſſociating to my fortune a women) wh 
1 eſteem and love? All my ſubjecte may have a In 
wife; an abſurd law forbids marriage to me alone,” Thus 


{poke dove; er policy put him to filence. He took che 
ing 


reſolution of confid 
ſtrained him. I would make it,” faid he, my hap- 


to Roxalana the reaſons which re- 


pineſs to leave nothing wanting to yours : but our man- 
ners“ — Idle ſtories! “ö Our laws" 4 Old ſongs!” 
— 4 The pricſts® — “ What. care they?“ — 4% The 
ple and "the doldiery” — — *“ What is it to them? will 
be more wretched. when you ſhall 1 have me for your con 
fort? You have very little love, if you have ſo lice 'cou- 


rage!” She prevailed ſo far, that Solyman was aſhamed of 


* ſo fearful, He orders the muſti, the viſir, the ca- 
maican, the aga of the ſea, and the aga of the janizacies, 
n ſays thing T have carried, 


as far as I was able, the glory of th the creſcent 3 I have 


: edubliſhed ithe power and peace of — | 
fre nothing, by way of recompenſe for my 1abours, but to 


enjoy with the goodwill of my ſubjects a bleſſing which 
they all enjoy. I know not what law, but it is one that 
is not derived down to us from the prophet, forbids the 
ſultans the ſweets of the marriage · bed: thenee I perceive 

myſelf reduced to the condition of flaves, whom I deſpiſez 
r 


Pre- 


fup on — were good for nothing; 
* E and 
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Prepare my people then for this marriages If they ap- 
prove it, L receive their approbation « — of their 
tirudez bur 8 to murmur at it, tell them that I 
will — it fo.” The aſfembly received the ſultan's ors 
ders wü 4 1 — ee ee yoople followed 
their example. ee Le N 

— Sedyman, ange with joy ar Ae wer Sack 
Loxalana, in order 70 lead ber to the maſque; and ſaid to 
himſelf in a lo voice, as he was conducting her thither, 
„ ILLit poffible that à little — noſe ſhould overturn 
the _ as 3 SC 
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l e r THE FRENCH, * 


IN. the — * of the world, men were unzcquainted 
wich any other intereſts, chan thoſe by which nature 
dad linked them. No throne was yet etected upon the 
ruins of liberty z and many ill unconquered, was not yet 
taught to ſubmit, like the animal creation, to the yoke of 
his fellow creatures. Every one fixed his refidence where 
he thought fir, without the fear of being diſturbed. The 
earth abounding in riches, whilſt the art was unknown of 
perverting their uſe,” was every where | Ms for the bene- 
fit-of her children. 
It was in theſe h 


| times that fortune, whe. bad Win- 
ed her choicefſt ble upon Zohar, placed him not far 
from the banks of the Euphrates, in a delightful country, 
whoſe verdant plains were interſected with various rivulets 
that diffuſed fertility around: the fields were covered with 
boundang herds, the forefts with palm and almond trees z 
and a numerous houfhold was ſupphed with all the trea- 
lures of funplicity. Hence may we frame an * 
hars 


— 


* 
— 
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har's deftined happineſs: for, O] ſage nature I there is no 
man on this terreſtrial ſpot, who may not ſeeure to him- 
elf content, by liſtening with due attention to thy voice, 
which is never mute. Wiſdom doth not require ern 
-lence of Zohar, to confer fecit. 
Though he had received from nature a flexible beart and 
'n vel . yet the efferveſenee of youth ſoon Jed 
him from the paths pointed out by her maternal care, and 
excited in him à thouſand extravagant deſires. He began 
early to coafider the happineſs he enjoyed, as an irkſome 


ente, and kid heark fave. cables tie. .gfba ls 
zen of Teos pulleſſed by love. | Every defixe tended only to 


engender freſh wide; whiltt the firſt were ſtill haſtening, 


the others began w appear z and at the ſame time the fore- 
moſt were taking wing, the younger brood began toraile 
their voices; and thus. in turn they attained maturity ad 
_ multiplied. What remedy could be found for ſuch an 
eri! Though nature is ever bounteous,. her ſtores muſt 


be exhauſted in gratifying the wiſhes of phrenzy, But 


 fatiety, which is the harbinger of reflexion, at length oon 


Tributes to explode extravagance and unreſtrained deſires. 
One day, while Zohar was fatigued with purſuing the 
labyrinth +# imaginary wants which he found in his diſ- 
tempered mind, and overwhelmed with deſires, Morpheus 
extended his dominion, and wrapt him in filent ſhambers. 
A lively dream preſented a ſuceeffion of thoſe ideas wirh 


which his fancy bad been employed. The ſpixit-to-whoſe 


ſceptre the k ing of the genia had yielded the whole globe, 


undertook to cure this youth. of iltyfons, which, under e 


ace of truth, ſeduced him whilſt waking, 
Zohar fancied himſelf upon the ſummit of 4 hall, whe 


ſtopping at the foot of a tall cedar, he ſurveyed the poſſeſſi- 
ons of his. anceſtors, which extended over a rich and de- 
_ lightful country. But inſtead of i * 1 at their aſ- 


pect, they excited in him nothing but complaints. The 


enamel. of the fields afforded no beauties. to bis eye 3. the 
(oſt brilliant and engaging e in which nature 


x ſeemed 


— 


a 


— 
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ſeemed to have exhauſted all her powers to charm, were | 
flat and infipid' to the diſcontented Zohar. He was agitated 
by a thouſand different defires, which ſucceeded ſo rapid- 
h chat they deſtroyed each other, He wandered without 
| Knowing whither he was deſtined, when, on a ſudden, his 
"os were dazzled with a moſt uncommon ſplendor, - Struck 
with wonder, "he ſaw a cloud of gold and azure deſcend, 
: which diFuled an aromatze dew before him. This cloud 
- "bore the figure of a celeſtial image, whoſe gracious ſmile, 
and endearing countenance, prevented any fears that might 
- have ariſen in his mind. It was Finraz, who, without 
being known, ſpoke thus to-Zohatz © wi hat melancho 
vapour obſcures hy diſcontented eye? whence ariſe thoſe 
chagrins that difturb your mind? reveal to me your wits 
. reſerve, that I may gratify them.” Emboldened 
by che ſweetneſs with. which the genius ſpoke, the youth 
"replied, © My fituation is Pocking my my whole life is a con- 
: tinued rotation of ſameneſs: night brings with it no va- 
- Niety; but reſembles morning; nk each ſucceeding day, 
by increafing time, increaſes my diſguſt : and thus my 
. e exiſtence ſeems like one continued inſtant tediouſfy 
longed. The air which ſurrounds me is too conden- 
ed for me to breathe it with ſatisfaction. The foreſts and 
| alt are diveſted of every thing pleaſing, and even the 
charms of Theiza have vaniſhed from my fight; ſinee 
' ſhe has admitted me to her embraces, ſhe is no longor that 


paragon of beauty, chat model of excellence, which I 


- thought her before enjoyment; then my fon doating 
* heart-articulated, ſhe alone is capable of making you com- 


pletely bleſſed. The ſynietry of her form; her treſſes 
her 1 ivory forehead, her irrefiſtable 8 kiſ- 


- ſes ſweeter than the new blown roſe — in a word all, all 
thoſe” attraftions, - thoſe endearments, are gone, gone for- 
ever, and yet it was but the eve of yeſter ſun that made 


ber mine. I find in my heart a complete vacuum, and 
hat there is not in nature aught that can fill it. Gracious 


* for thine aſpec bebe thy beneficence, if thou 
23 wouldſt 
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wouldſt make me happy, transform this country, which in 
it's preſent form, is to me obnoxious, into a region like 
that — by by celeſtial beings. Let all the beauties, 
which the ſparing hand of nature has ſcattered through the: 
1 collected; let every thing tend to flatter 
my ſenſes 3 and my foul, which Wlan for pleaſure, be 
2 bel * all the Charms that yy 
u n N 
He had ſcarce 0 this pad; dich he fell in a kind 
of gentle ſwoon at the feet of Firnaz, At the ſame inſtant 
a plaſtie tremor ran over the face of the whole cou 
| 4nd became; traceformed in proportion as the pow al 
aſpect of the genuis deſcribed a circle round N Na- 
ture gazed with filent wonder upon the genius that thus 
embelliſhed her. She ſeemed as — as ſhe is deſeri- 
bed by the moſt enthuſiaſtic poets, - who, fired with lors 
at their miſtreſs's feet, ſalute the vernal year with all the 
graces. Hyacinths and violets ſpring, as they walk; the 


xerdure of the meads. borrows beauties from their enchans 7 


ting looks; and the wanton *zephyr, regardleſs of the 
charms ef the-moſt e e, re 
- | At. the glance of Fitnaz's Sn Ga country of Ache 
as ſpread with all thoſe-charms with which Homer and 

the ntuan ſwain, thoſe favourites of the muſes, now re- 
tired from earth, have [embelliſhed their deſcriptions ' of 
Mount Ida, when, by virtue of a magic zone, Juno deceivs 
the god of thunder. There the murmerings of the | 
| invited Deep, like the ſurges: of the rivulets that 
meander; round the he Tiber; here where thickets that re» 
Jembled thoſe of Albuneus, who, hidden in myrtles, re- 
plied to | Horace's ſong; flowers, whoſe. and 
ſpendot, no way yield in beauty to thoſe which: former» 
ly exhaled their rich odours upon the hillocks of Mount 
Hymetta. In fine, the was charred); the ear was ra- 
viſned; the ſniell, the E ſens fully gratified 
you all the'beautics of the plains of Amathante, when 


73 Venus 
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Venus and Adoms, / ſurrounded with ſport and mirth, Nept 
upon beds of roſen. d tot 3:45 , 

The diſcontentet mortal recovers: from his Wend ; ſoon; 
knells and is aſtoniſhed. Hi finds himſelf ppm 4 bed of 
2 which bas a charming canopy of leaves and flow- 

A moſt refreſtung air, whilſt at gently:fans him to 2 
* coglneſs, wafts him the moſt luxurious odours. 

In the amazement that ſo ſudden a metamorphoſis oeca· 
koned, he flies with haſty ſteps over fields of -myrtles and 
pomegranates. . Here the tender pine-apple, there the ſe» 
ducing nectarine, ſollieits his hand and eyes, and he knows 
not upon Which objects to fix. In the mean while his 
cars ate regaled by the amorous concerts of the winged 
choriſters. What was Zobar's 'aftoniſhment! Like chat 
of a traveller, who after a long and perilous voyage, ſees 
from afar the ille of Canary, hich volumtari ſy offers to 
his fight; and when a land- — wafta him the aromatic 
e foreſts, wit the harmonious notes of . the in- 
habitants.of the woods. Zohar was for ſome time doubt- 
ſul of the. reality of what offered to his ſenſes. At one 
time ſolely engagert in liſteningg theri leo anrakted by the 
ſweet harmony of nature, his eyes are caught with a hib 
Jock, whoſe: vines dend under: their weighty fruit, ad be 
temains immerſed in extatic admiratilon. 

Zobar was ſtill wandering with imeurtain flepe i 5 
world newlyereated/forhim, when he eſpied ſeven nymphs, 
who engroſſed all bis attention. They walked like the 
graces upon the banks of the Peneus, .when daneing with 
their Idoſe gindlet in their Rands befend Venus and che 
Spring. Their delirzte limbs feſpired voluptuouſneſd. As 
ſoon as Zohar perceived them, the tural chatmi of the 
place no longer attracted his fight. The nymphs: having ob- 
ſerved him, with apparent ſhame, fled to the nei ighbouring 
thickets, whither they were ſure of being” followed. -126- 
har nom thought bimſelf the happieſt of All mortltz. Th 
had no-importunate deſire — his ſenſes were flar- 
tered by all that the moſt „— and delectable 1 


. 1 _- 
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could ſuggeſt, © More ſmiling than temples, or the gardens 
of Alcinous, his preſent abode preſented him pleaſures un- 
der a thouſand different forms. More fortunate chan Pri- 
am's ſon, his tranſports were not limitted to the enjoyment 
of a ſingle Helen, of a fingle living repreſentative of Ve- 
nus. Seven beauties, with all the graces of youth, attract 
by charms as various as they are alluring; and that irk- 
ſome ſameneſs which ſo much diſguſted him, no longer 
palls his appetite, ee OE OR ro Ns WEE 
A week had ſcarce elapſed in this dream, before the mi- 
nntes began to ſeem tedious ro him; Freth defires, more 


impetuous than the former, again troubled Zohar amidſt 


bis tumultuous pleaſures. He tore himſelf from the arms 
of the nymphs, and retired to à gloamy thicket to make 


his complaints to ſolitude, which ſurrounded him. When 


will this turbulent mind find repoſe? When will thoſe un- 


.ruly defires be gratified; thoſe wiſhes which, like violent 
ſtorms, are inceſſantly ſucceeded by ftill greater tempeſts ? 


Th there then no real cn} for thee; is feliei 


ed with ſports and pleaſures? What felicity can I expect, 
when 1 1 in the wy arms of big? | The whole 
empire of yoluptirouſneſs is difplayed, and yet my wiſhes 
Yemain ungratified! Is there then nothing left for me to 
deſire? Unhappy heart! the declared enemy of thine own 
repoſe, the abyſs of inſatiable defires, I deteſt thee, — But 
wherefore this phrenzy, to declare war againſt myſelf? 
Is it the fault of my heart, when its too unboumded de fixes 
are not conſtrained within thoſe obje&ts that flatter the fen- 
ſes? Theſe are too weak not to yield to'united im 

ons. My choice is confounded by ſo many objects equally 
attraAfve, Too great a glare dazzles wy fight; my ears 
are fatigued by inceffant harmony ; and the very fruition 
'of my wiſhes engenders new defires. "How I, ought to 


bluſh, where 1 to continue leading a mere animal life, im- 


merſed in brutal pleaſures, without reflexion, in a kind of 


perpetual delirium ! Hitherto I have not paid due attentian 
do the grandeur of my foul,” which, ſoaring pon the 
| wings 


* 
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wings of the moſt noble purſuits, wreſts itſelf from baſe 


| voluptuouſneſa, to follow the path of heroes, and to attain 


chat pinnacle of glory which is ever hidden from effemina- 
ey. Forbid it honour, that my ſoul ſhould be ſhnt up in 
a valley ſurrounded with: myrtles, a corner of the world 
unknown to mortals. That thirſt of glory and renown 
which animates me, alſo, aſſures me of ſucceſs; and that 
. courageous flame which promiſes me the moſt brilliant 
greatneſs, can no longer languiſh in the arms of a faithleſs 
ſex. Ohl that Firnaz would once more liſten to me, and 


1 grant me but another fingle boon, — It is now that I feel 


konour and glory throb through every vein, big with ex- 
ploits that would do honour to him and myſelf. . I now 
deſery the full latitude of my former errors. Will there 
be any thing left for me to wiſh, when my country ſhall 
be as unlimitted as my defires, and my power ſhall ſtrike 


terror throughout the globe! How pleaſing it is to fee 


onesſelf the matter of mankind, reſembling the God of 


che earth, the arbiter of deſtiny; to decide by an im 


ble Took the fate of conquered: kingdoms, to hurl deftru&t- | 


ion with one hand, and to ſpread bleffings with the other. 


"How could ſo defirable a lot eſeape me! 


© He was fill engaged. in this ſoliloquy, when he was 


taken up by an inviſible arm, which made him traverſe 


"the air with the utmoſt rapidity. He preſently ſaw a vaſt 


country, interſected with foreſts, that almoſt reached the 


_ clouds, Rivers that reſembled ſeas, which ruſhed with 


* 
»5 * 
* 


precipitance from the neighbouring mountains, forming im- 
menſe caſcades, and then dividing into a variety of canals, 
* which meandered in plains planted with palm trees. Zo- 
har was ſtrück with the magnificence of ſugerb cities 
*which appeared to his view, and whoſe gilded towers ſeem- 
ed majeſtically-to eye the fertile vallies that ſurrounded 
them. © All that thou vieweſt,” the inviſible genius now 


© fald, © is thine own; and Zohar inſtantly eyed with 


rapture the exteht of ſuch vaſt countries belonging to him. 
His heart leaped with extacy, when, after ſuch a rapid 


\ 


a | flight, 
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Might; Firnaz replaced him upon the earth. Zohar immie-' 
diately found himſelf amidft a brilliant and reſpectable af- 
ſembly of heroes and veterans, who proclaimed him their 


chief, before he: was perfectly recovered from his aſtoniſh- 


ment. He at the ſame inſtant ſaw a whole people proſt- 
rating themſelves before him. His brows were incircled 
with a diadem; and the filver trumpets proclaimed his 
election in the ſtreets of marble palaces, whilſt his new” 
ſabjeQts, by repeated ſhouts of joy, re-echoed far and near 
Lie number of veteran 
chiefs, conduct the ne prince to à ſuraptuous palace, Whi- 
ther he is followed by a troop of two warriors, who divide 
themſelves into two powerful bodies before the gates.” 
Their arms ſhine with dreadful luftre ; the thirſt of cou- 
rage ſparkles in their eyes, and they ſeem to breathe nought 


their general acelamations. A 


but ſlaughter. The multitude of conquered people, throng 


from evey part of the city, to kiſs the ſteps of the throne, 


whilſt innumerable camels bend under the weight of pre- 


ſents ſent to the new king; conſiſting of the manufaQtures 
of the provinces, the gold of the iſfands, and the aromatic 
ſpices of Arabia. The. neighing of the horſes, and the 
warlike muſie of the trumpets, now charm Zohar's ears... 
He attacks his neighbours and defeats them. He has in-* 
finite delight in the contraſted ſounds of the ſongs of tri-- 


umph, and the expiring voices of thoſe who loſe their lives 


- to gratify his i rage! Fhiſhed with ſacceſs, the 
new conquerer flies to more diſtant countries to deluge 
them with blood. Victory ſucceeds, victory, | conqueſt 
leads but to conqueſt, and this thirſt of glory is without 
bounds. All the neighbouring ſtates were already tribu- 
tarys the provinces ravaged, the forefts deftroyed by fire* 
— but Zohar's ambition was ftill inſatiable. How excru-' 
_ ciating is to him the thought, that there ſtill exiſts a peo- 
ple who have not felt the weighr of his victorious arms: 
e firſt ſuggeſted the wiſh, that was long after repeated 
by an hero who deprived the empire of liberty, and the beſt 
of princes of life, and then lamented there were no more 


worlds 


— 
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worlds to conquer. Zohar upbraided providence for not 
having made à communication between us and the other 
planets, that be pms have terrified their inhabitants with 
the onſt myriads of ſlaves, abject enough 
to deify 1a: there were, however, - ſome wiſe men, who 
had the generous reſolution, to recal him to the dictates of 
humanity, by diſplaying to him the model of princes in 
the divinity, whoſe ,omnipotence confiſts in doing good. 
Zohar di net, however, attend to them — nor 7 lee, 
oguld it be expected, that he could liſten to reaſon, 0 
Was deaf to the cries. of bleeding innocence. 

. But the hero's fall approached. . A powerful nation, 


| who for many ſucceſſive ages had enjoyed, amidſt tranqnil - 


lity, che gs of liberty, excited his ambition. Una - 
nimity and patriotiſm, with an enthuſiaſtic love of freedom, 
had converted this ap ay into heroes. Youth and grey 
hairs indiſcriminately to the ſword; and the very wo- 


men eb OP — with the buckler. The juſ- 
tice of their c 


auſe, and their native courage, the offspring 


o ley, avg their heart, and nerye the. moſt feeble 1 


y all attack the enemy together with irreſiſta- 


dle eo urage, and deal ſuch mortal blows: that the barbarians 
fall by hw uadrons, and thoſe who eſcape the carnage, fly to- 


gloomy eſts or unknown deſarts. 

The hero, who narrowly eſcaged the juſt fury of his 
enemies, is at length recovered from his long intoxication, 
to find at laſt, chat he is but man- He wanders for ſever- 
al days through bye: paths; aud his legs though urged. on 

r are now ſcarce able to ſupport his feeble body. 

a long and dangerous journey, he finds himſelf 


ar in the middle of 2 plain ſurrounded with high moun- 


The ſmiling and tranquil aſpect of the — in- 
e He ſeats himſelf upon the banks of 
a brook, whoſe waters gently fall from the top of a neigh- 
bouring hill. Solitude and the caprices of fate, led Zokar 
to ſcrious reflections, when in broken accents he thus de- 


bated with Ste" 4% Ah, Zehen how thine hopes have. 
impoſed 
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impoſed: upon thee! What is become of thaſe dreams af 
* * made thee ſeem in thine own eyes as the 
maſter of deſtiny and the God of the earth! Hurled from 
thy. throne by 4 ſtroke, more to be dreaded than thy 
| os thou en thyſelt deſerted, and obliged. to fly — 
g death and irritated vengeance. Wretch, how 
| =_ haſt — thyſelf! Into what an abyſs hath thire 
own folly precipitated thee! Why didſt thou not liſten to 
when, without knowing it I-aſked death at thy hands! 
ow wretched is the lot ; of man . Decgitfuf reaſon, af 
what t pſs-'to us, any mur t chan to che brute erration, far 


8 It is to thee, that we are behalden * 


E evils incident; ta humanity. Dazzled by the 
Halle glare, . intoxicated by the greatneſs which, thou doſt 
mule. — himſelf a deity z but au unexpected 


rey OP with which thou daft inſpire him, make him 
raiſe his head again, without knowing the road he takes; 
withont halting, he traverſes a labyrinth of deſi res, each 
more ridieulouz than the former. Inceſſantly — on 
ſtill farther, he becomes hourly more inſatiable, more dif- 
contented. How: happy are you, ye feathered lords of the 
free foreſt! Without paſſions to ruffle your repoſe, ye 
hve an one continued ſueceſſion of joy, white pride makes 
man his own mpzderer. Nature offers. you abundance to 
ſatisfy your wants, which are but ſmall.; - You-breathe the 
airg f. anfpires' you with joy; chant no- 
thing 8 love; Eb "are that unpe- 
tuous fire, which renders. our voluptootaeks more ſhogk- 
ing than the moſt poignant er nete 
tifieation of ſeuſcal tweets | — | | 
During this ſoliloquy, he verechved 2 butterfly, the off: 
ſp pring of 3 whole ſhining colours je PIT upon it's 
Ught wings; he Tees with hat eafy' and agrecable incon- 
ſtancy it flies from a narciſſus to a roſe; and from a jaſmine 
to a a hourpdnckie;. * Funaz!” cried Zohar, "Ow 
| ou 


preſently attradted; him, 
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thou twice been eafily prevailed upon to grant me what 


Was the ſource of my miſery; but now hear me, when 


hat beg of yon is to — tiny happineſs. I ain ſo 
reduced that I envy that inſec Which is held in ſuch con- 
tempt. Voluptuouſneſs, which has inceſſantly hurried me 
into dreadful diſtreſſes, can confer nothing to be compared 


-20 the innnocent joy of the winged caterpillar. I would 


rather be the ſovereign of flowers, than the maſter of the 


world, and my own hey en dvrrn ne 1 een ho, 
into a butterfly,” £ 


2 e 1 gibi genius, 


nn he found his voice "hckes, and is hun human faculties 
_ diminiſh. His body was preſently changed into a cater- 


* FFF The ſoul 


Zohar, being recovered from à ſhort reverie, was aſto- 
niſhed to find jitſelf conſined within ſo: narrow a 2 
Hue as: it's defires were proportionably e it acted 


| confiſtent to the f ſphere it moved in. 


The aß, wr was ſome time before! ieatolcied the 
it's 


progres wings, but after a few ineffectual attempts 
they became habitual to i it; and Zohar was ſoon an 


inhabitant of the air The fweet.exhalations of the plants | 
and he wantoned from — to 
flower, Wachs to * his fondneſs. He was in this 


agreeable purſuit, perfectly delighted with his new ftation, 
When that dreadful foe to inſotts, a crow, AE him 


as food for is ound. "REN 1440 hs 

The terror of death awakened Zohas from his Fc 
Lacy alfeQed at his dream, he gazes round him; he — 
for his wings, and imells for the flowers; at lengrh he dif- 
covers the Illuſion, and finds hſmſelſ by che be of Thirza, 
ho being ne” 4" Ihn0e upon . was Arn 
the tranquil re morning, w TEM do dawn 
from the ft taps of Aron. I | 19) 

As ſoon as he had got the better ak; ne Zohiir 
ſeriouſly reflected upon his dream, and was aſtoniſned to 


Endo * unfolded thoſe defizes, which had often trou- 


- bled 
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bled him, though he had never been ſerifible of them he a 
ſo much diſorder and confuſion. Ves,“ he at length 
eried out, it is a benign ſpirit, den Firnaz hiraſelf, 

that has vouchſafed to grant me this uſeful dream. ew 
mortal genius, if thy deſign was to inſtruct me, it ſhall 
not be fruſtrated. Thy attention has, by a ſalutary illu- 
ſion, oauſed an entire reformation in my ſoul, which did 
not anke place whilſt-awakej as the body weight ineloſes it 
Bath a fu greater empire over it- E Was- not convinced 
tilſ this inſtant, that my life has been nothing more than a 
dream, cheriſhed in the cradle of ei and ſhame fully prof- 
tituted to the tyranny! of the a What an amiable 
perſpective! What di vine thoughts? Thoughts unknown 
to my ſoul before, and far more noble than thoſe, which 
induced me to wih for empires! How Gontemptible tow, 


is the: greatneſs of this: texreſtrial ſpeck h Of what eſtima- 
tian are the benefits aud pleaſures of the lenſes, which' can- 


not even ſatisfy our corpoveal wants ?: But wherefore is it, 
that oeleſtial thoughts. Rave never. before engage my at · 
tention? Is it Fimaz bimſelf that ſpeaks to me, or is it 
thou, my ſoul; who, oured of 2 frantic vertigo, hath juſt 
recovered: reaſon enough toi hegin to feel and know thyſelf * 
My being, doubtleſa, ſanm ahone matter; the ſtars are my 
native country, and the heavens m element. Here was 
1 ſtationed. before an unknown. deſtiny! precipitated me to | 
earth. Corporeal yoluptucuſteſs, anil the ſenſeleſs chime- | 
ra of glory, which gorges itſelf with the blood of the ha- 
man race, darkens with::ymbrageous-clouds the impure at- | 
moſphere, and I will no longer breathe it as ilbſuiting a 
N ſpiritual being; for now a brilliant light pervades the ob- 
 ſcurity,, and reaſon diffuſes round me it's luminous inftruct- | 
ions. How: fortunate I am at length to hear the-voice of | : 1 
. ethereal defires, which ſummons me to {piritual pleaſures; M 7 


which, amidſt the tumult of paſſions, was unintelligible · 
.Q! wiſdom, ſhed thy harmonious light upon my; deſires, 
Which tend to tranquillity and bliſs, and of which thou 


gueſt the ſole enjoyment, and rendereſt durable and wor- 
Vol. 1 | L F thy | 
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thy of the divinity of my ſoul. Thou teacheſt me to trace 
Pleaſures on every ſide, thou makeſt me reconciled to na- 
ture, and deſtroyeſt in me thoſe eriminal complaints of the 
children of folly. I perceive beauteous nature diſpelling 

miſts, in which thy admirable charms were formerly in- 
folded, It is with the moſt voluptuous ſatisfaction, I re- 


turn to thy arms, dear Thirza, whoſe amiable ſoul unites 


the various | beauties of nature, which are depicted in thy 
countenance, as in à faithful mirrour. In thy arms will 
I enjoy life; from thy lips will J gather thoſe leſſons, 
which virtue dictated to thee; in thine eyes will I kindle 
that fire, which ſhall invigorate my refolution, and inceſ- 


_ Yantly animate me to the moſt worthy actions. I will no 


longer wiſh for any thing. If chere be ſtill any ſeeds of 
my former errors remaining, let them periſh; for from 


them aroſe diſguſt, and its conſtant attendant envy, even 


of the meaneſt reptile. Teach me, O eternal wiſdom, to 


find within myſelf a world ſufficient to gratify all my de- 


fires, What bath the immortal being which reigns with- 
in me, and which only exiſts and feels it's powers when 
divefted of corporeal influence, in common with dnll mat- 
ter? What avails it to my ſonl that there are chains of 
mountains, immenſe plains, golden thrones, precious gems, 
or bodies that communieate agreeable ſenſations to the fi- 
bres? | How long can mere matter gratify our deſires? 
How long can it evade that thirſt af change which impels 
us, if our ſouls do not; unſnackled ſrom ſenſual influence, 


reſolutely ſoar to regions of purity and freedom r Im- 


mortal being! offspring of the gods! exert thy power in 


this wretched ſtate. The Eternal Being reſerves for. thee 


what thy heart wainly hopes to ſind in the indonſtaney of 


things which eanſtitute this world, and which, like the fi- 
gures that appear in the clouds, are only ſhadows, although 
they ſeem realities. Famiſiarized wich releſtial wiſdom, 


death, who mows down others, in the middle of their ex- 


- travagant dreams, will find thee awake. Contented with, 
- by lot, thou wilt meet the grim tyrant with a ſmile; and 


I 1 .,*57 whe 
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the gate which he opens for thee, leads to the ſphere of 
real exiſtence. There thou wilt be aſtoniſhed, that men 


ſhould be ſo infatuated with chimeras as to imagine 9 
. n they execrate death. 1 
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E M NO N wok it into his head to reſolve upon 
M the very important project of becoming perfectly 
wiſe; not a few men but have been at ſome ſeaſons of life 
infected with the like weakneſs. Said Memnon to himſelf, 
In order to become entirely wiſe, and conſequently entirely | 
happy, it is firft neceſſary to gain a complete conqueſt 
over the paſſions, 1 J have en tals ay e is 
more eaſy. | | 
In the firſt place 1 am ae dd never e be infected 
with the love of women; when I behold a perfect beauty 
J will fay to my ſelf, Thoſe cheeks will one day'or other 
become — and their dimples be ſmothered in the 
ruins of time; thoſe fine eyes, — of their luſtre, will 
then be bleared and hollow; that well turned neck will be 
ſhriveled, thoſe riſing breaſts will decay and fall, and thoſe 
flowing ringlets will yo away. L have nothing to do but 
to preſent this proſpect to my ination, as it really will be, 
and to ſhut out from my thoughts the idea of what it is, 
and then afſuredly the fineſt Head will not turn mine. 
In the ſecond place, I reſolve to be always ſober, I will 
not ſuffer myſelf to partake of luxurious 1 7 or delicious 
e; and the allurements of ſociety. I have only to 


L 2 rrepreſent 
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repreſent. to myſelf the conſequences of intemperance, an 
— — head, an overcharged ſtomach; the loſs of reaſon, . 
beach and time; therefore I, wall only, eat when hunger 
calls; my health will not be interru pted, my ideas will be 
always clear and enlightened.— All this is Þ eaſy, and at 
the ſame time IG , thatno kind of merit can be claim- 
c 
Couclufively, Kalt 9 9 it is "neceſſary to think a 
little of my fortune; my defires are moderate, my mony 
is ſecurely placed i iu thedands of the receiver general of the- 
finances of Ninive. I have ſufficient to live in a ſtate of 
independence; which is the mbſt ſolid of all ſatisfactions. 
I ſhall not be reduced to the irkſome neceſſity of payi ws 
my-cobrt-to wth great, I ſhall not envy any one, and d n&'o 
wilt envy me: there is no difficulty in al this. 

. ee eee he; Ioſhalfcenainly. preſerve 
them, becauſe they will have nothing tondiſpute with me” 5 
therefore I ſhall have no reaſon tobe out of humour witk 
them, ene — N er r is ene ar 
ſettledt. 

After having Alla 1ajd abe Aena loa Ae. 
dom in his chamber, ee placedeh imſelf eareleſſly at 
the window. He obſerved two women walking. under the 
plantain tees! before his houſe. Thelone was old and ap + 
peared unconcenned ; the other was young, handſome, 0 
ſeemed greatly opſreſſed. She ſighed, then wept, and ber 
tears only added to her graces. The wile man was touched, 
not in the leaſt at che beauty of the fair mourner, (he was 
incapable of a weakneſs of that nature) but at the affliction 

in da ie ſhe was plunged. He deſeended, and atcoſted the. 
voung Ninirienne / with the: deſigu to conſole her with 
ſome ſage precepts. The diſtreſſod fair one, with au air 
quite natural and affecting, recounted the injuries ſhe had 
received from an unele who never exiſted and wich- What 
artifice he had found means to deptive ber of an eſtate ſhe 
never poffeſſed, and abave all things expreſſed her- appre- 
eee leſt he ſhould: oller violence to her perſon, You 
2217991 8 4 appear 
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appear to me”; ſaid ſhe . a perſon of ſuch diſcretion, chat if | 
you will have the NG to go with me do my 
apartment, and give. yourſelf the trouble! to examine into 
the nature of my diſtreſſes, Lam well aſſured thats it will 
be in your power to extricate me from the duſtioulties 1 
labour under. Memnon did not hefitate at the | propoſal, but 
agreed to follow her, to examine cautiouſly into thetate-/ 
of her affairs, and to aſſiſt her with prudent couniPil. 
The afflidted lady uſbered him inta; an elegant apartment = 
and entreated him in. polite terms 4g,vepoſe*himfelfupori- A 
large ſopha. They placed themſelves etoſs· legged oppoſite” 
to each other. The fair-one- mingled-tears:and werds With 
downeaſt eyes, which ſne· never raiſed without ene Huntering 
— glances of the wiſe Memyon. Her diſcourſe” 
| was extremely affecting, and the more-ſo-each-time ſhe look 
ed upon him. Memnon ob her affairs extremely to heart, 
and perceived in himſolſ from moment to moment, an in- 
creafing inclination to ſerve a perſon at once ſo worthy and 
ſo — "They had approached inſenſibly towards each 
other in the heat ot conveiſationʒ their legs wete no longer 


eroſſed; Memnon counſclled her ſo eloſely, and, gare his 


advice in a manner ſo tender, that aber oe or the 
other could ſpeak. longer of buſineſs. Affairs werte in chis 
ſituation when the uncle arrived. Gueſs then their confuſion. 
He was completely armed; his firſt word declared his reſo- 
lution to- make a — the wife: Memnon and his 
niece 3 the laſt that eſcaped him, ſigniſied that it was po- 
ble to obtain a pardon«for a confiderable ſum of money. 
Memnon was reduced to give all he had about him -and 
thought himſelf happy to get ſo well off. 
Memnon, . confounded and diſmayed, — bone, , 
where he found a card to invite him to diuner with ſome 
intimate friends. If I Nay at home and alone; ſaid he, 
my ſpirits will be depreſſed mith my! unfortunate adven- 
tyre; I ſhall not eat, and probably fall into à fit of ſickneſs; - 
it 28 therefore much better to go among my ſriends and inake 
a 1 repaſt. The agreeableneſs- of their ſceiety will 
10 L 3 baniſh 
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- baniſh the ememberanceof he folly L have committed this: 
morning”... 8 
He went to the i "Fg ap IE n obſerved: 
he was "melancholy, 15 e upon him to drink to 
chear his ſpirits: a little wine uſed — is refreſhing! 
tothe, mind Lind lod, Thus thought the wiſe Memnon, od: 
thus reflected he al be became — wg Dinner over, play 
was propoſed: well regulated play amony friends is an in- 
nocent method of paſſing time. They played, Memnon loſt 
2 his r contained, and four times the ſum upon his 
A diſpute axo the game, the parties grew 
ry and one "his friends threw a ſtool at the head of the 
wiſe Memnon and truck: out one of his eyes. He returned 
home drunk, money-leſs, and, What was more had 
leſt an eye behind lim. When he had ſlept himſelf ſober, 
and got clear of the fumes of the wine, he diſpatched- his 
valet to the receiver- general of the finances of Ninive to 
bring him a ſum of money to diſcharge the debt to his inti- 
mate friends. News was * him that the receiver- 
general had that morning made a fraudulent bankruptcy to 
the ruin of a hundred families. Memnon, in a fit of 
diſtraction, with a plaiſter on his eye, and a memorial in 
his hand, poſted to court, to demand juſtice of the king 
againft the b bankrupt. Here he cloſelyattended a favourable 
moment to throw hinfelf at the feet of the monarch, who no 
ſooner appeared than his ſupplicant humbling himſelfto the - 
earth held out his memorial. His (gracious majeſty received 
it very favourably, and delivered it to one of the chief lords 
in waiting to give him an account of it. The lord drew - 
Memnon aſide, and, with an air of haughtineſs, ſmiling 
contemptyouſly, ſaid to him: You are ſure a moſt 1idi- 
culoud and familiar fool to addreſs yourſelf to the king 
rather than to me; and yet more ſo to demand juſtice againſt 
an honeſt bankrupt whom I honour with my protection, 
and who is the nephew of my miſtreſs's waiting woman: 


diſcontinue this buſineſs, my friend, if you have any regard : 


for bien or the eye that remains in your head. 5 
Thus 


8 
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Thus Memnon, who, in the morning, bad renounced all 


commerce with the fair ſex, the exbeſſes of the table, of 


gaming, quarrellings and above all things, the cout 5 had, 
| before night, been jilted and robbed by a ſtrumpet, got 
drunk, gamed, and loſt his money; entered into a brayl, 


had one of his eyes knocked out by a friend, was deprived 
- of his fortune by a bankruptcy, in the moment he thought 


it moſt ſecure, and had been at court, here he had ſuffer- 
eld contempt, deriſion, threats and diſappoĩntment. 

Terriſied, aſtoniſhed, and overwhelmed with grief, he 
returned homewards; and, wid ſad heart,” was about 
to enter his houſe, but found the doors ſtoppeũ up by ufficers 


who were removing his effects. He rerired and ſtood al- 


moſt motionleſs under a plantain tree, from whence he per- 
ceived his diſtreſſed damſel walking with her gentle uncle; 
both of them burſt into an immoderate fit of, laughter when 
they beheld the plaiſter upon his eye, and leſt him 0 his 
refſexions. Night came on, Memnon threw himſelf upon 
ſome "ſtraw under che walls of his houſe; be was ſeized 
with a feve?; but nature wearied out, at laſt gave way to 
ſleep, and a celeſtial ſpirit appeared to him in a dream. 
The form was ſurrounded with a reſplendent light. It 
had fi beautiful wings, but was without head or feet, and 
reccſembled nothing. „ What art chou?“ ſaid Memnon. 
a Thy good genius,” anſwered the other. & -Reſturt me 


ay eye then, my houſe, my fortune, my wiſdom, return- = 


ed Memnon, reecuntiing to him in what manner he had loſt 


all thoſe in one day. d Theſe'are milcharices chat never 


happen in the region we inhabit,“ ſuid che ſpirit·· What 
fort of a world 4 you! inhabitchen?” ſaid the aſflicted man 
in the ſtraw, «6 
dred millions of leagiss from the ſun, in à little ſtar which 
you may diſcern ſouth-eaſt from hence.“ O. what a 
fine country it. is!“ ſays Memnon. What have you no 
impoſtors there who delude the innocent? no intimate 
friends who cheat folks of their money and afterwards 
knock their eyes out? m0 fraudulent; bankrupts? 20 great 
| * men 


My country,” replied be, 4 is fixe hun- 
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; men zn pomerz ho denidey dhed ang andirevt 
Tice? No“ kid cheihhabikant ns the ſtar, * 
of; all this) + We are neter decei ved by women, bepauſe ae 
have none; we have tio: epieuriſm among us, becauſe we 
dhertieatz i we, haver no bankrupts, fbr we have neither 
| Bold or. ſilverʒ no one can knock anocher's oyes ous ina 
race without heads z no great inflividual can excreiſt in- 
- Juſtice: ti wurds — malig are all equals? 


yy But tenz my n ſaid withom 
| vnd a withuur- dinner; dd you paſs your — - 


watching“ mid the: . 4+ over a lobes that 
are intruſtpd to us; * thetefore 1 8 give you 
eoffolstion“ Alu!” a Memnon, e did "2A 
qu come then the nig re laſt to prevent my run 
ning into ſo many r % L was then loſs to your 
n dans f Jad die protector ftom the ſtar. 
"off — mw om pations:/plight/ than yourſelf. His gra- 
dcious N g: off. — > woourt 
Wm depruvetl him-of - 
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